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Flow gently, sweet Afton, among thy green braes, 
Flow gently, I'll sing thee a song in thy praise; 
My Mary's asleep by thy murmuring stream, 

Flow gently, sweet Afton, disturb not her dream. 
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AFTON PARKS, RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE PLAN 

 
1.   2012 SUMMARY: 

In preparation for this update to Afton’s Park Plan, the Park Committee met monthly 

for one year to review the existing plan and to tour each of the listed parks. In discussions, it 

became clear that, historically, the city had accepted marginal land from developers in lieu of 

paying the park dedication fee.  Due to this fact, the committee feels that most parcels the 

city owns are not suitable for development as parks, either active or passive, and as a whole 

do not meet the intention of the Park Dedication requirement. The exceptions to these 

findings are noted below. For this reason the committee recommends the city very carefully 

consider accepting land donations in the future, and have a clear and defined use for any land 

received in lieu of park dedication funds.  Areas of the city where land donations would be 

encouraged are the western edge of the city along Manning Avenue and the southwest area of 

the city. Currently no city parkland is located in either of these areas.  Per the 2008 

Comprehensive Plan, a priority for the acceptance of land in lieu of Park Dedication funds 

should be to obtain designated open spaces to provide for wildlife corridors, as well as to 

protect locally important water resources and scenic and natural features. 

The committee attempted to view city property as it related to planned trail expansion 

by other government agencies or potential trail construction by the city and found little 

ability to map out a way to use many of these parcels as part of a larger trail system.  The 

committee did identify three additional trail routes to those already part of the trail plan. 

These trail routes would be off road trails and serve to connect with existing and planned 

trails or access to locally significant natural resources.  Adding these routes would allow 

Afton residents access to an expansive system of trails throughout the city and neighboring 

communities. These routes would be located along Manning Avenue, Hudson 

Road/Industrial Boulevard, 50th Street and Old Putnam Road. 

The Park Committee recommends the city use available Park Dedication funds to 

mark the city’s existing parks with signage as “Afton City Park Land,” noting that the parcel 

is “permanently protected as open space” and marking the corners of each parcel to indicate 

where the public space ends and private property begins. These signs should also include a 

map of the parcel to assist any residents who enter the park to remain within the park 
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boundary. One sign is recommended at the following locations:  Steamboat Park, Meadow 

Ridge Park, Aftonwood Park and Rinta Park. Two signs are recommended for Remus Park.  

This process could begin immediately. The committee believes most residents are unaware 

that the city owns these park areas, therefore it recommends making an announcement in the 

city newsletter that park locations have been marked. 

The Park Committee also felt that the city should consider marking historical sites 

within the city. Although not included as part of the Park Plan the committee felt that some 

of these sites are of regional significance and should be noted as an addendum to this plan.    

An effort should be made to coordinate with the Afton Historical Society to create the 

appropriate text for the signage of these historic sites and the city should work with private 

landowners to gauge their interest in participating and having their buildings or land included 

in this effort. For sites within existing city parks this process could start immediately. 

In all areas, and as resources permit, the city should work to reduce the negative 

impact of invasive species, most notably buckthorn in our parks. Although not a named park 

in this plan, special attention should be paid to the public land on which Mount Hope 

Cemetery is located, as the presence of buckthorn there is seriously threatening the survival 

of that historic site. 

Of the parcels noted in this plan, three stood out as having potential to meet the intent 

of the park dedication process in providing residents with public open spaces; they are: 

1. Meadow Ridge - This park is the second largest park in the city at 10.4 acres. The 

committee recommends development of this park to include off street parking, 

adding walking trails and benches. 

2. Remus - This park is restricted to passive uses until 2026. The committee felt the 

city could work with the neighborhood to see if adding park benches along the 

current trail would be desirable.   

3. Rinta - This park is the location for a community garden initiative begun in the 

fall of 2012 with first planting scheduled for the spring of 2013.   
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2.   INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE:  

This plan has been prepared by the Afton Parks Committee and incorporates the goals 

and policies of past plans, the 2008 Afton Comprehensive Plan, the Washington County 2005 

Master Plan for the St. Croix Valley Trail, the Green Corridor Project, and the Metropolitan 

Council 2030 Regional Parks Policy. The preservation of appropriate recreational and scenic 

areas, natural resources, wildlife habitat and unique landforms is a vital responsibility for all 

sectors of government. This obligation becomes increasingly apparent as the Twin Cities 

Metropolitan Area expands outwards and reduces open space. 

Recreational needs are not limited to any age group. Recreational needs and desires 

are constantly changing. New interests create a demand for new facilities that will satisfy the 

needs of the community. The challenge is to provide a system, which satisfies a broad range of 

both passive and active recreational needs for all age participants. 

Open space is defined as public land owned by the city and/or private land leased by the 

city for use by the general public. Open space can be used as a buffer between uses, a 

connector of recreational facilities or simply a natural area, which is preserved for its resources, 

landforms, wildlife habitat or aesthetic value. Open space can be a visual entity as well as a 

physical entity. Such an area need not be a vast expanse of land to be considered open space. A 

narrow strip of land, in some cases, can afford the visual effect of openness, while acting as a 

physical connector. Scenic roadways, trails and bicycle paths, although not extremely wide, 

can supply visual open space and act as linkage between recreational areas, thus providing the 

active aspect of recreation, while at the same time providing the passive form - open space. 

Afton's approach toward building a parks, recreation and open space system is to evaluate 

open space for its recreational and scenic values, natural resources, wildlife habitat and unique 

landforms, and to coordinate acquisition and development. The plan is intended to chart a course 

and provide a framework for developing and maintaining the Afton Park system. The Plan will also 

serve as a guide for city commissioners, the City Council and the citizens of Afton. Afton will 

coordinate its planning efforts with other governmental units, foundations, agencies and 

individuals that plan or provide recreational or open space affecting Afton. 
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3. DEFINITIONS: 
 

A. Belwin Conservancy - Foundation for Nature Conservancy and Land Preservation and a 

Minnesota non-profit organization. 

B. Community Park - Serves community-wide active and passive recreation needs as well 

as preserving unique landscapes and open space. Active uses include ball fields, courts, informal 

play space, skating, play equipment etc. Passive use includes trails, picnicking, and nature study 

gardens. 

C. Conservancy Park - Park that has unusual topography, flood plain, shore line, fragile 

soils, wetland, unique soil or rock formations, ravines. Serves limited passive use, trails, plant and 

animal viewing, interpretation, areas, canoe landings, swimming areas, picnicking. 

D. Neighborhood Park - Serves active, passive and social uses for those living within 1/2 mile 
of the park (neighborhood walking distance). Active park uses are informal and include, for example, 
pick-up baseball, soccer, and playing catch. 

E. Open Space Park - Open space can be thought of as a divider of uses, a connector to active 
or passive recreation or simply a natural area that is preserved for its aesthetic, natural or scenic 
value. It also may be parkland the city has acquired in the past and elected not to develop. 

F. Recreation - Any form of play, amusement or diversion used for refreshment of body and 
mind. 

G. SCVAP - St. Croix Valley Athletic Partnership. SCVAP is a volunteer athletic association 
and a Minnesota non-profit corporation. 

H. State Park - Land owned by the State for nature-oriented recreation. 

I. Trail – Trails may have a variety of topping materials including pavement, gravel, 
woodchips, dirt or grass. Serves non-motorized travel, walking, bicycling, horseback riding, roller-
blading, roller-skiing, jogging. 
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4.   CURRENT STATISTICS: 

 Afton encompasses 25.6 square miles. It is bounded on the north by Interstate Highway 

94, on the west by Manning Avenue (MN Highway 95) and on the south by 60th Street South. 

The east boundary is the St. Croix River, with approximately three miles of shoreline, and the 

neighboring communities of St. Mary’s Point, Lake St. Croix Beach, Lakeland Shores and Lakeland. 

Manning and Neal Avenues and County Road 21 run from the north to the south boundaries of 

the city, while 40th Avenue South (also known as Afton Boulevard South) runs from the western 

border at Manning Avenue to Afton’s Historic Old Village on the St. Croix River.  

 Of the total 16,866 acres that comprise Afton, approximately 53.44 acres are currently 

designated as city parkland available for public use. An additional 820 acres are held in a 

natural state by the Minnesota Land Trust and is quasi-public. Afton State Park totals 1,500 

acres, of which, 787 acres fall within the city limits of Afton.  

 Per the Metropolitan Council System Statement for Afton, the population is projected to 

reach 3,650 in the year 2020.  Only modest population increases are projected due to Afton's 

desire to preserve its 1/10 density ratio, its abundance of agricultural and unbuildable land and its 

5-acre minimum lot size. The current population is 2,886 (2010 census).  The median age in Afton 

is 48.2 years.  The population is divided by age as follows: 

 

 
2010 Census - Population by Age 

 

Under 5 5-19 20-64  65 & Over 

3.95% 19.72% 62.32% 14% 
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5.   SURVEY RESULTS  

  The City of Afton conducted a resident survey in 1997 and those responding considered 
"the abundance of open space" as the #2 reason for living in Afton. 

 In the "General Priorities" section of the 1997 survey the question asked was, "what topics 
should the city focus its efforts and funds on during the next ten years." There were eight 
topics, of which three were parks related: 

1. "Improve active parks and recreation (ball fields, skating, play areas)." Results were: 
26% Yes, 45% No, 29% No Opinion. 

2. "Increase passive park and recreation (picnics, nature study, hiking, & open spaces, 
wildlife areas, conservation preserves)." Results were: 47% Yes, 32% No, 21% No 
Opinion. 

3. "Establish non-motorized trails (walking, biking, skating, and skiing)." Results were: 
50% Yes, 30% No, 19% No Opinion. 

 Priority for land acquisition may change between "active" and "passive" recreation or 
land preserves and is dependent upon land availability, land cost and direction from the residents of 
Afton.  

 Surveys are an important tool to determine direction from residents. Washington 
County’s 2008 resident survey rated parks, trails and open space as the highest rated County 
characteristic. Their ratings of these natural amenities were above the national norm for other 
counties, where comparisons were available. 
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6.  TOPOGRAPHY AND LAND USE: 

North: The northern portion contains rural residential, agriculture, ponds, wetlands, 
streams and a lake. A small industrial area is situated along the I-94 frontage 
road. 

East:  The eastern portion of Afton consists largely of bluffs crossed by many deep 
ravines leading to the St. Croix River, river shoreline, heavily wooded slopes, and 
many wooded lots and areas of rock outcroppings. The Old Village and 
commercial area is located here. 

West:  The westerly portion is a plateau, gently rolling with scattered rock outcroppings, 
and slopes to the St. Croix River. This area is primarily agriculture with some 
rural residential. 

South: The southerly portion of Afton is mostly agricultural with some rural residential. 
The land is gentle rolling except for the southeast corner, which is hilly and wooded 
and contains several oak-covered ravines. The southeast corner of Afton also 
includes a large portion of Afton State Park. 

 

7.  PARK INVENTORY 

 The following pages of the Park Plan are intended to provide an inventory of existing Parks 

and Recreation Facilities of Afton. The data / classification sheets highlight the existing facilities 

and briefly describe each City park. It also provides data on proposed improvements and related 

estimated costs, if available. 
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