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              (Held Remotely via Zoom) 10 

4:30 P.M. 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist 12 

 13 

2. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, Stan 14 

Ross.  A Quorum was present.  The meeting was held virtually via Zoom.  City Administrator Ron Moorse, 15 

City Attorney Fritz Knaak and City Engineers Jeff Pearson and Klay Eckles were also present. 16 

 17 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  18 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins. To approve the agenda for the June 30, 2021 City Council Work Session.  19 

Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.  20 

 21 

4.   CITY COUNCIL BUISINESS  22 

A. Draft Ordinance Regarding Storage Uses in the I1-C Zone 23 

Because the Planning Commission, at its June 28 meeting, provided feedback regarding the draft 24 

ordinance regarding storage uses, the Council discussed the feedback provided by the Planning 25 

Commission.  The feedback was as follows:  26 

Planning Commission Feedback 27 

The overall feedback from the Planning Commission was that the proposed use is a good 28 

idea for the industrial zone for the following reasons 29 

o There is no parking of semi-trucks and trailers 30 

o There is no exterior storage, with the exception of the parking of some vans and smaller 31 

trailers. 32 

o There is a low amount of traffic associated with the use 33 

o There is a low level of noise generated by the use 34 

o The exterior appearance of the buildings facing the new public street is attractive 35 

o The buildings fronting on Hudson Road would be screened by a berm, fencing and 36 

vegetation, so that the only visible portion of the building would be the roof.   37 

It was questioned whether the use fits into the definition of “warehousing”, which is an allowed use 38 

and could eliminate the need for an ordinance amendment  39 

B. Afton Creek Preserve List of Incomplete Items and Timeline for Completion 40 

The Council discussed a memo from City Engineer Klay Eckles regarding a punchlist of 41 

incomplete items and recommended timelines for completion of the various items.  The 42 

Council also discussed additional items still to be completed and timelines for their 43 

completion. 44 

C. Agricultural Preservation Committee 45 

Council member Wroblewski explained her interest in forming a committee with the 46 

purpose of supporting and preserving the continuation of agriculture in Afton.   47 

 48 
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A number of suggestions were made regarding the committee as follows:  The committee 49 

should represent the diversity of agricultural uses, including Hmong farmers, Community 50 

Supported Agriculture (CSA’s), organic farming, etc. The committee should not be a 51 

standing committee but should have a relatively short timeline for completing its work.   A 52 

facilitator should be used to assist the committee in its work.  An article should be placed in 53 

the City Newsletter regarding the committee and requesting volunteers to serve on the 54 

committee.  55 

D.  Process for Acceptance of Donations 56 

The Council discussed the process for responding to and receiving donations and 57 

specifically discussed the Parks Donation Program.  58 

E. Use of American Rescue Plan Funds to Assist the Afton Historical Museum 59 

The Council discussed the use of American Rescue Plan funds to replace the revenues the 60 

Afton Historical Museum normally raises at the annual community events that were not 61 

held in 2020 and 2021 due to the pandemic.  The Council agreed that decisions regarding 62 

the use of these funds should not be made until the Council could discuss the use of these 63 

funds from a broader perspective at a work session.  64 

F. Varying Street Light Intensity in the Old Village 65 

Council member Perkins had requested this topic be discussed at a work session.  Council 66 

member Ross provided background on dimming options and their costs and practicality, 67 

including a program through Xcel Energy through which they would finance the 68 

improvements over a multi-year time period.   It was agreed that additional information 69 

should be obtained regarding the Xcel Energy program, including dimming options, costs, 70 

and the interest rate and term of the financing.  71 

  72 

It was also suggested that the cost of installing dark film on additional individual light 73 

fixtures where they face homes be looked into. 74 

 75 

5.  ADJOURN 76 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins. To adjourn at 6:28 p.m.  Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.  77 

  78 

 79 

Respectfully submitted by: 80 

 81 

      82 

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator 83 

 84 

 85 

Approved by Council on July 20, 2021 as (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      ______ 86 

 87 

 88 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 89 


