
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Work Session Meeting Minutes 5 

May 10, 2021 6 

Afton City Hall 7 

3033 St. Croix Trail 8 

Afton, MN 55001 9 

              (Held Remotely via Zoom) 10 

5:00 P.M. 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 5:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist 12 

 13 

2. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, Stan 14 

Ross.  A Quorum was present.  The meeting was held virtually via Zoom.  City Administrator Ron Moorse 15 

and City Attorney Fritz Knaak were also present. 16 

 17 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  18 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski. To approve the agenda for the May 10, 2021 City Council Work 19 

Session as amended to move item C up to item B.  Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.  20 

 21 

4.   CITY COUNCIL BUISINESS  22 

A. Review of Rise Proposal for Storage Facilities  23 

Moorse explained that a proposal was submitted for a multi-building storage use 24 

on two lots in the new Afton Business Park that, from staff’s perspective, is not 25 

an allowed use in the industrial zone.  In addition, the proposed buildings are 26 

steel-sided, which is not an allowed exterior material.  The applicant believes the 27 

use is an allowed use and is willing to mitigate the steel siding by adding 28 

approved exterior materials to some areas of the buildings and by screening the 29 

buildings from the public roadway.  30 

 31 

Moorse further explained that staff was bringing these issues forward to provide 32 

information from both staff and the applicant to enable the Council to provide 33 

direction regarding whether the proposed use is allowed under the ordinance and 34 

whether the Council is open to allowing portions of the buildings to remain steel 35 

sided.   36 

 37 

Mr. Jim Sapp, of Rise Company, provided additional detail regarding the 38 

proposed use. 39 

 40 

The Council provided informal feedback, including mixed reactions, to Mr. Sapp 41 

regarding the proposal.  The Council agreed that staff should draft an ordinance 42 

amendment for discussion at an upcoming work session that addresses the 43 

differences between the proposed use and consumer self-storage, and also 44 

addresses landscaping and exterior materials. 45 

 46 

B. Zoning Violation Enforcement Updates 47 
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City Attorney Fritz Knaak provided updates regarding enforcement actions 48 

regarding zoning violations.  49 

 50 

C. Highland Sanitation Contract Extension Update 51 

Moorse provided an update regarding the effort to negotiate a 5-year contract extension with Highland 52 

Sanitation.   He indicated there is general agreement that a methodology for annual price increases is 53 

needed to make the price increase process simple, straightforward, transparent and easily 54 

understandable, and to avoid the need to negotiate price increases each year.  Moorse also indicated the 55 

most relevant pricing comparisons are multi-year contracts in the cities of Bayport and Forest Lake.  56 

Bayport’s contract includes annual price increases of 4%.  Forest Lake’s contract includes annual price 57 

increases of 3.44%.    58 

 59 

5.  ADJOURN 60 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross. To adjourn at 6:12 p.m.  Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.  61 

  62 

 63 

Respectfully submitted by: 64 

 65 

      66 

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator 67 

 68 

 69 

Approved by Council on July 20, 2021 as (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      ______ 70 

 71 

 72 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 73 


