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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
December 21, 2021

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 P.M.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

2.

3.

5.

6.

8.

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - was recited.
ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, Stan
Ross (via Zoom). A Quorum was present.
ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak, City Clerk Julie Yoho (via
Zoom)
APPROVAL OF AGENDA —
Add items 10c10 “polling place designation™; 10c11 “schedule closed session”
Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the December 21, 2021 Regular City
Council meeting with additional items. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. November 16, 2021 Regular City Council Meeting
B. December 6, 2021 Work Session
Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski To approve minutes of the November 16 City Council meeting.
Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.
Motion/Second Palmquist/\Wroblewski to approve the minutes of the December 6 work session. Roll
call: All aye, passed 5-0.
PUBLIC INPUT -
Petra, commented on the lights downtown. Feels they are too bright but would like council to wait on
making a decision so that more information can be gathered for options. Has concerns about installing a
wireless dimming system and potential health side effects.
REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —
A. Sheriff’s Report
Written report in packet
B. City Accountants Budget Report
Roger provided an overview.
C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
Council member Nelson stated that the annual awards ceremony was postponed due to Covid.
CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers -NOVEMBER — Resolution 2021-70

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2021-70.
Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

9.2022 PROPOSED BUDGET AND TAX LEVY HEARING

A. 2022 Proposed Budget and Tax Levy
2022 Budget — Resolution 2021-71
2022 Tax Levies — Resolution 2021-72



59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109

Afton City Council
Regular City Council Meeting APPROVED
December 21, 2021

Mayor Palmquist opened the public hearing at 7:12 pm.

Administrator Moorse provided an overview of the budget and tax levy for 2022.

No public comments were received.

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to close public hearing. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

Public hearing closed at 7:15 pm.

Motion/Second Wroblewski /Perkins to adopt Resolution 2021-71, the 2022 Budget. Roll call: all aye,
passed 5-0.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2021-72, the 2022 Tax levies. Roll call: all
aye passed 5-0.

10. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS
A. Planning Commission Report
1. Keith & Mary Morris application for Minor Subdivision
Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application, which is for a lot line rearrangement. The
planning commission found no issues and recommended approval.
Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to approve Resolution 2021-73 approving the minor
subdivision and lot line rearrangement at 14521 and 14539 Afton Blvd.
Moorse stated each parcel has an adjacent non-conforming parcel; the condition is that those be
combined.
Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0

B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)
1. Speed Limits
Jeff Pearson, City Engineer, provided an overview of the proposed changes on Putnam and also on 60™
Council member Wroblewski asked about Denmark township.
Council member Nelson asked the speed survey.
Pearson stated that new legislation allows cities to set speed limits without a speed study, since 2019.
Mayor Palmquist stated that portion of the road is currently not controlled.
Administrator Moorse suggested checking the agreement with Denmark township in relation to signage.
Discussion was held over who has the right of way before installing the yield sign, as this is a unique
intersection.
Council member Wroblewski asked about the ATV on Putnam.
Administrator Moorse stated that ATVs are not allowed on city streets. An ATV hit a dog on Putnam.
Mayor Palmquist suggested a “no motorized vehicles” sign on this stretch of road.
Motion/Second Palmqguist/Nelson to adopt Resolution 2021-75 establishing a 20 MPH speed limit
on Putnam Boulevard south from Quant Avenue South to the terminus of the public roadway east
of Valley Creek. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to adopt Resolution 2021-77 establishing speed limits on 60th
St between Neal Ave S and Trading Post Trail S: 45 mph on 60" Street from Neal Avenue South to
Oakgreen Avenue South; and 35 mph on 60™ Street from Oakgreen Avenue South to Trading Post
Trail South. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

2. 2022 rate schedule
Will look at next month

3. Project Updates

Jeff Pearson stated that the business park roads are complete.

Council member Nelson stated that there will be construction in 2022 on 94 eastbound. Resurfacing
will happen in 2023-24.
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110 Mayor Palmquist noted that we want to be sure to get a bicycle lane in when Hudson Rd is re-done;

111 keep asking the County and MNDOT.

112

113

114 C. Administration —

115 1. Request for Termination of Metropolitan Agriculture Preserve designation by owners PID

116 #29.028.20.24.0001

117 Administrator Moorse provided an overview of the application. The Metropolitan Agriculture Preserve

118 program enables land to be taxed at a lower rate in exchange for the land being used for agriculture and not
119 being developed. Land is required to be placed into the program for a minimum of 8 years from the time it
120 is requested to be terminated from the program. Recent legislation allows land that has been placed into
121 the Metropolitan Agriculture Preserve program to be terminated from the program prior to the expiration of
122 the 8 year period upon approval by the local authority.

123 The applicant was present for questions.

124 Council member Wroblewski noted we are trying to preserve Ag land.

125 Council member Nelson stated this is about property rights.

126 Mayor Palmquist noted the law was changed in 2019.

127 Council member Perkins stated that we value Ag property, but it is privately owned. What are the

128 guidelines for making this decision. Why do they need city approval to get out of the ag preserve.

129 The applicant stated the land has been in the family since the 1800s, children would like to sell as they are
130 not farmers, would like it to be less restrictive. Parents put in ag preserve, his mother passed last year.

131 Council member Nelson stated that this is not the city’s role.

132 Attorney Knaak stated that if there are multiple owners it is possible that if one passes away, papers can be
133 filed to terminate within 365 days directly to the State Dept of Agriculture. There is a similar specific

134 application form.

135 The applicant asked for advice on how to proceed.

136 Attorney Knaak suggested the applicant withdraw the application and apply directly to the state. If doesn’t
137 work can reapply to the city.

138 Applicant stated he will withdraw the application and apply to the state.

139

140 2. Jed Housker Resignation from Parks Committee

141 Administrator Moorse stated that Jed Housker has resigned from the Parks Committee, due to an on-going
142 conflict with the regular committee meeting time during the school year. He is requesting that this position
143 on the committee remain unfilled for the next six months so that he can be reinstated to the committee in
144 June of 2022.

145 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to accept Jed Housker’s resignation and his application will
146 be put on the June council meeting agenda for reconsideration. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

147

148 3. Downtown Street Lights dimming system

149 Administrator Moorse provided a summary: The Council has discussed a dimming system for the downtown
150 street lights, which would have the ability to generally dim the lights and to also further dim the lights on a
151 schedule. The estimated cost of the dimming system is $11,500. The Council, at its November 16, 2021
152 regular meeting, directed staff to solicit feedback from Afton residents regarding the street light dimming
153 system. Feedback was solicited through the City Newsletter and the City Website .

154 Council member Nelson stated that the street lights in town should provide enough lighting for safety. He
155 felt the article in the newsletter had opinion rather than fact. It will take 10 — 15 years to realize cost savings
156 for this.

157 Mayor Palmquist stated the original construction plan had more lights, that were dimmer. Fewer lights were
158 put in to save money, but they had to be brighter.

159 Council member Nelson stated it is not wise to spend money for a small group of people.

160 Council member Wroblewski stated she would like to have a work session to gather more information.
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161 Council member Ross stated there will be a programable schedule that can be adjusted. There are 2-3 lights
162 installed by the county at intersections that cannot be adjusted. The wireless technology is a network in 800
163 mh range. Comes down to financial question.

164 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to authorize purchase of dimmer system equipment at $11,500, and
165 to hold meeting to determine schedule.

166 Council member Ross friendly amendment “to purchase hardware ASAP.” (accepted)

167 Mayor Palmquist friendly amendment “if system is shown to be harmful to animals or wildlife we
168 would turn it off.”

169 Roll call: Ross aye, Wroblreski nay, Perkins aye, Nelson nay, Palmquist aye. Passed 3-2.

170

171 4. Replacement of City office Servers and back-up system

172 Administrator Moorse provided the following information: The City office has two servers for its

173 Information Technology needs. One is for the Laserfiche document management system. The other is for all
174 other information and applications. Recently, the Laserfiche server was not working properly and was

175 determined to be near the end of its life. As an interim solution, the Laserfiche program and all Laserfiche
176 data were transferred to a temporary server until a new server could be obtained and installed. The second
177 city office server is the same age as the Laseriche server. StarTech has recommended that both of the

178 servers be replaced with one new server. StarTech has also recommended that the current system for

179 backing up the data on the servers be replaced with a PC and new back-up software.

180 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to authorize replacing the current city office servers and back-up
181 system at an estimated cost of $21,000, to be funded from the Community Communications account
182 and ARPA funds. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

183

184 5. City Hall pollinator project revision

185 Grant Jensen, Parks Committee Chair stated that there are revisions proposed to the plan while still staying
186 in the budget.

187 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to accept the revised City Hall Pollinator project. Roll call: All aye,
188 passed 5-0.

189

190 6. Putnam Blvd speed limit and “No ATVs” sign

191 Addressed earlier in the meeting

192

193 7. Fee Schedule update correction

194 A review of the fee schedule update resolution approved at the October 19, 2021 Council meeting identified
195 several corrections needed to accurately reflect fee revisions approved in 2016 and to reflect the fee for the
196 recently approved Small Project Permit.

197 Motion/Second Perkins/Palmquist to adopt resolution 2021-76 updating the City’s Fee Schedule. Roll
198 call: All aye, passed 5-0.

199

200 8. 60" St Speed Limits

201 Addressed earlier in the meeting

202

203 9. Schedule Work Sessions

204 A work session will be held January 10, at 4:30.

205

206 10. Polling Place Designation

207 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkin to adopt Resolution2021-78 designating the polling location for

208 2022. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

209

210 11. Closed Session

211 A closed session will be held on Jan 18, prior to the regular council meeting.
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D. Committee Reports —

1.

4.
5.
6.

Public Works — Council member Ross reported that a meeting was held. Discussion was on
maintenance items for the downtown project and on stormwater basin clean up. Stormwater ponds
in Afton need to be identified, and the city’s role in maintaining needs to be determined. The
committee also discussed Town Square Park and the 2004 roads coating.

. Personnel — no report

Parks — Council member Perkins asked about residency requirements for parks committee
members.

Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

Natural Resources and Groundwater — no report

Ag Preservation — Council member Wroblewski reported on the meeting that was held last week.

The committee agreed that open space is not the same as ag land.

7.

Police Services Liaisons — no report

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report
B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — no report
C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross — The museum received two large grants, one is to restore the mural.
D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report
E. Mayor Palmquist — no report
F. City Attorney Knaak — no report
G. City Administrator Moorse — no report
11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski To adjourn. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 9:33 PM.
Respectfully submitted by:
JY
Julie Yoho, City Clerk
Approved by Council January 18, 2021 as (check one): Presented: Amended: X
Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




