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City of Afton Dashboard
A Summary of Current Happenings

¢ The 2025 street improvement projects are now complete. This concludes
the major street improvement work called out in the 2017 long term
street improvement plan. Going forward, per this plan we will:
= Rebuild financial reserves for projected street improvement needs.
= Fund ongoing micro-surfacing projects for our older roads which
should extend their life for another 7 - 10 years.
= Pay off the two outstanding street improvement bonds in two years.

¢ The council continues to work with the DNR on a deer management plan
which will include special deer hunt rules for the 2026 hunting season.

¢ The council declined to approve a proposal to provide, install and maintain
a seasonal skating rink in Town Square Park due to the initial costs and
annual recurring costs for re-installation and maintenance of the rink.
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AftonVillage Holiday 2025
W o The charming St. Croix river town of Afton,
WA 8, MN. will be transformed into a winter wonder-
land with Horse & Wagon rides, Strolling Car-
ON olers, Christmas Tree lighting, Artist Gift Mar-
FT . ket, Children’s Crafts, festive food & drinks and
: ﬂ;lﬂ“ more.
'Wll"f /‘
g ‘ CANDY CANE TRAIL NOV. 29TH
S ! CELEBRATE MERRY & BRIGHT DEC. 5TH &
L _‘ 2 : f i 6TH—Tree lighting Dec 5 at 6:00 PM
‘\ WRAP IT UP FESTIVE GIVING DEC. I3TH
For full schedule of events visit: https://exploreafton.com/afton-village-holiday/

December 2025

3033 St. Croix Trail South
P.O. Box 219
Afton, MN 55001
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CITY OFFICE CLOSED
Wednesday, December 24
Thursday, December 25
Thursday, January |
In observance of the Holidays
CITY MEETINGS
December |, 2025

Planning Commission Meeting
7:00 PM

December 2, 2025
Natural Resources & Groundwater
Committee
5:00 PM

December 8, 2025
Parks Committee
6:00 PM

December 10, 2025
Heritage Preservation Commission
6:00 PM

December 16, 2025
City Council Meeting
7:00 PM
Livestreaming is available for City Council
and Planning Commission Meetings.
Information on how to view will be posted
on the City website along with the agenda
and meeting packet.

City Council
Mayor: Bill Palmquist 651-308-0569
Ward |: Annie Perkins 651-592-3007
Ward 2: Lucia Wroblewski 651-436-3982
Ward 3: Stan Ross 612-720-6478
Ward 4: Randy Nelson 651-436-2479

City Hall
651-436-5090
City Website

www.ci.afton.mn.us

Important Numbers

Animal Control 715-220-1332
Building Inspector 651-436-6469
Burning Permits 651-436-7033
Environmental Center 651-275-7475
Highland Sanitation 651-458-0043
Otter Lake Animal Care 651-426-8871

Fire Dept 651-436-7033
Sheriff's Dept 651-439-9381
EMERGENCY 911
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Notes from the Mayor

The annual tree lighting in Town Square Park and Afton Village Holiday event starts at 6pm Friday December 5 and goes
through the weekend. This is always a fun time and | hope you can be there to help us kick off the season. You can visit ex-
ploreafton.com for all the details. Thank you to all the volunteers at the Afton Area Business Association who work to put
this event on, and to the Holz Realty Group for sponsoring our tree again this year!

Our season of roadwork is completed. Thank you to everyone who lives along these roadways for your patience with traffic
delays and detours, and particularly as we had to go fairly late in the year this time. | am happy to report everything got
done, and our engineer and staff are very satisfied with the work of our contractor. We improved a lot of roadways this year
between totally redoing some longer roads like Valley Creek Trail and some smaller sections of roads, as well as micro sur-
facing 5.6 miles of other roadways all around the city. For the latter this is a new process for us and we will monitor it as we
continue to look for the most cost effective methods of maintaining our infrastructure over the long term. The plan is that
spending this money now will substantially extend the life of these roadways and save money over time.

At its November |8 meeting the council appointed Hugh Huelster to serve on our Heritage Preservation Commission. Hugh
is a long-time Afton resident with experience preserving historic buildings. Thank you, Hugh!

-Bill

Budget and Tax Hearing 7~ N\ Calling all
All are Invited to Attend Afton’s 2026 Budget and . W L) i -
S & - «&& Bakers & Farm

7:00 pm, Tuesday, December 16, 2025
The hearing is an opportunity for the public to ask ques-

Stands
.

Please support the Afton
Museum'’s
annual bake sale for the Holiday in the
Village event.

tions and provide feedback regarding the proposed budget.
The 2026 Proposed Budget is available at
City Hall or on the City’s website at:

www.ci.afton.mn.us

(Click the top tab: “Government—City Finance Infor-

Drop off your festively wrapped baked

mation”) goods at the museum on Friday,
H N N N AN R AN NN AN NN EE NN NN NN AN NN ANAEAEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEE December Sth
Mattress Collection Update Questions: email “info@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com”

or call 651-436-3500

In October the City of Afton partnered with Ram-
sey/Washington Recycling & Energy to provide low cost curbside
mattress and box spring collection through Second Chance Re-
cycling. 59 items were collected and recycled.

Thank you for making a significant impact on our environment by
diverting those mattresses and box springs from our landfills and
playing a role in employment for those coming out of incarcera-
tion or with employment barriers.



http://www.ci.afton.mn.us
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Meeting Highlights
November 3, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting
The Commission:
Held a public hearing for a Variance application at 3787 St Croix Tr S.
Held a public hearing for a Minor Subdivision at 3787 St Croix Tr S.
Approved the 2026 meeting schedule.
Amended the June 6, 2022 meeting minutes to correct an address.
Discussed the draft Agriculture Conservation Development Ordinance.

November 18, 2025 City Council Meeting
The Council:
e Tabled discussion on the Variance and Minor subdivision applications at 3787 St
Croix Tr S.
e Discussed the draft Agriculture Conservation Development Ordinance.
e Appointed Hugh Huelster to serve on the Heritage Preservation
Commission for a term expiring on March 31, 2028.
e Denied installation of a skating rink in Town Square Park.
o  Approved 2026 liquor license renewals for Afton House and Lumberyard Pub.
e Approved a contract extension with Stensland Inspections.

MEETING PACKETS, VIDEOS AND APPROVED MEETING MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT:
www.ci.afton.mn.us

Minnesota DNR News

Afton State Park to close during special hunt on December 9-11
Afton State Park will be closed to all visitors on December 9-11 for a special deer hunt,
according to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. The purpose for the hunt
is to prevent overpopulation of deer and to protect other resources.

Special hunts will take place at other Minnesota state parks and recreation areas this fall,

and access to the parks will vary. Park visitors are advised to check the alerts and notices
on state park and recreation area websites (mndnr.gov/park-list) to find details about any
upcoming special hunts as they make their plans.

"Too many individuals of one species can throw an ecosystem out of balance," said Mark
Cleveland, Parks and Trails natural resource policy and program coordinator. "When
deer populations grow too large, they over browse on native plants and young trees,
making it harder for forests to regenerate. Dense deer herds also create conditions
where diseases spread more easily. Special deer hunts in state parks and recreation areas
are one of the tools we use to protect natural resources and keep ecosystems healthy."

The deadlines have passed for youth and adults to apply for the permits to participate in
these special hunts, which include regular firearms, muzzleloader and archery options.

As of 2023, state park and state recreation area special hunts require use of nontoxic
(nonlead) ammunition. An exception is for youth hunts in the shotgun-only use area of
Minnesota, where hunters are not required to use nontoxic ammunition. However,
those not using nontoxic ammunition for special hunts in the shotgun zone must remove
all parts of harvested deer from the state park or state recreation area, including the
entrails. For details, visit the DNR hunting regulations webpage
(mndnr.gov/regulations/hunting).

Nontoxic ammunition protects animals such as bald eagles, ravens and bobcats from in-
gesting lead while feeding on deer gut piles. It takes only a very small amount of lead to
cause lead poisoning in wildlife.

For a list of parks that are hosting special hunts during the 2025 hunting season, visit the
state park hunts webpage (mndnr.gov/parkhunts).

Belwin Conservancy
Upcoming Events

First Wednesday Walkabout

December 3, 2025

4:30pm - 06:30pm

Hilltop Classroom 1553 Stagecoach Trail S,,
Cost: Sliding Scale of $10, $18 or $25 / person

Saving Space for Wildness in your Yard
- Part 2: Winter Sowing

December 6, 2025

9:00am - 12:00pm

Hilltop Classroom|553 Stagecoach Trail S
Cost: $10, $20 or $35 / per person / per ses-
sion

Women Walking

December 13, 2025

6:00pm - 09:00pm

1553 Stagecoach Trail S

Cost: Sliding Scale of of $20.00, $35.00 or
$50.00 /person

Twilight Hike
December 14, 2025
4:30pm - 06:30pm

1553 Stagecoach Trail S.,
Cost: $26 / $31 / $35

For details and registration contact:
Belwin Conservancy
1553 Stagecoach Trail South
Afton MN 55001
651-436-5189

www.belwin.or:



http://www.belwin.org
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Valley Library Events &

Important Dates
Library Closure Dates:

Thursday December 25

Thursday January |, 2026

Please note: Extended Access users can ac-
cess Valley Library on the closure dates

Did you know Washington County Library
has added a new research database: Craft &
Hobby? Craft & Hobby, available by going to
washgolib.org/162/Research-Learn is an
online learning platform offering creative
classes and inspiration for makers of all kinds.

For Adults:

CORRECTION - PLEASE NOTE: The
next Valley Library book club meeting is
Thursday December 4% due to the
Thanksgiving holiday. This book club meets in
person in the Valley Library Conference
Room. The title selection for the Thursday
December 4th meeting is “The Fire Next
Time” by James Baldwin. The January title, The
Covenant of Water, was mistakenly listed in
the November newsletter.

Register today for a Washington County
Library staff member led opportunity to Let’s
Make Stuff! Felt Decorations. Join us Satur-
day December 13th 11:00a.m.-1:00p.m.
at Valley Library. Each participant will have
the opportunity to create their own felt dec-
orations.

For Kids:

Mondays 10:30-11:00 am Storytime
Storytime Break - there will be no sto-
rytimes on Monday, December 22" and Mon-
day, December 29th

Monday, December 15th 10:30-11:00
Music and Movement Storytime

Thursday, December | 1th 6:00 pm
Pajama Storytime

Monday, December 29 10:00-12:00
Preschool Art Lab

Monday, December 29" 1:00-3:00
Winter Break Crafternoon for Kids

Tuesday, December 30" 4:00-6:00
Open Gaming for Families

Wednesday, December 31* 10:00-3:00
Lego Day @ the Library

For complete information and to register for

programs contact:
Valley Library 651-436-5882

www.washcolib.org

PATRON
AFTON, MN 55001

Online payments are now available for city
permits & fees including Building Permits and

Sewer Payments,
www.ci.afton.mn.us

Please recycle this
newsletter after use.

Winter Snow Reminders

¢ The City’s snow plow contractor hits the streets on a one-inch snowfall;
however, if icy or slippery conditions exist, they may be sent out to also
sand/salt hills and intersections.

# Keep garbage containers off the street until the plow has come through.

¢ Plowing snow onto or across a city street is illegal; violations are a misde-
meanor and civil penalties may apply.

¢ Please slow down and drive for the conditions of the road, especially on
Afton’s curvy roads and hills.

¢ Be patient. We try to get around to all “Primary” routes within 24 hours;
“Secondary” roads within 48 hours.

¢ The City will clean the main sidewalk in town along St. Croix Trail. The
other sidewalks are to be cleared by the property or business owner.

¢ If your road has not been plowed or dangerous conditions exist, please
call us at City Hall 651-436-5090 so we can get it the attention it de-
serves.



