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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
December 20, 2022

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 P.M.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00pm

2.

3.

9.

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Randy Nelson, Lucia Wroblewski, Annie Perkins.
Absent was Stan Ross (excused). A Quorum was present.

ALSO PRESENT: Planning Commission Chair Kris Kopitzke, City Engineer Jeff Pearson, City Attorney
Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —
Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins To approve the agenda for the December 20, 2022 Regular City
Council meeting. Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion/Second Nelson/Perkins to approve the minutes of the October 18, November 7, November 15
and November 30, 2022 City Council meetings. All aye, passed 4-0.

PUBLIC INPUT -
None

REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —
A. Sheriff’s Report

B. City Accountants Budget Report
Kim, City accountant, was present for questions.

C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
Council member Nelson stated they are looking at hiring a consultant to do an assessment regarding
staffing.

D. Cody Kaye application to serve on the Natural Resources & Groundwater Committee
Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to appoint Cody Kaye to serve on the Natural Resources &
Groundwater Committee. All aye, passed 4-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers — November - Resolution 2022-60

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins To approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2022-60.
Roll Call: All aye, passed 4-0.

2023 PROPOSED BUDGET AND TAX LEVY HEARING

Mayor Palmquist opened the public hearing at 7:09 pm.

No comments

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to close public hearing. All aye, passed 4-0.

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to adopt Resolution 2022-61 approving the 2023 Budget. Roll call;
All aye, passed 4-0.
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Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2022-62 approving the 2023 Tax Levies.
Roll call; All aye, passed 4-0.

10. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS
A. Planning Commission Report

1. Draft Comprehensive Plan amendment to allow two dwelling unites in commercial buildings in the
VHS-C Zone
Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the planning commission’s vote to recommend approval, which
was split 3-3. Primary opposition was to the principal of the process of a comp plan amendment
outside of the normal cycle.
Council member Nelson asked if a CUP would be needed.
Mayor Palmquist stated this is just the first part, the ordinance will cover more detail.
Council member Wroblewski stated the former planning commission chair spoke at the meeting against
doing a comprehensive plan amendment for this. Couldn’t this be addressed as a zoning issue instead.
Council member Perkins stated that this can help local businesses on a year-round basis and build
community.
Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to adopt Resolution 2022-63 regarding approving the draft
Comprehensive Plan Amendment to allow Two Dwelling Units in Commercial Buildings in the
VHS-C Zone and to forward the amendment to be reflected in the Comprehensive Plan to the
Metropolitan Council for its review and approval. Roll call: 3 aye, 1 nay (Wroblewski)

2. Amendment to the Solar Energy System Ordinance

Chair Kopitzke stated that the Planning Commission noted that the 40 kW limit is the maximum size of
the electrical line drop allowed to a residential property. The Commission voted 5-1 to recommend
approval of the ordinance amendment as drafted, with the finding that the definition of “fully screened”
is not clear, screening requirements are not able to be enforced and the screening requirement needs to
be clarified.

Mayor Palmquist recommended adding text regarding screening.

Council member Nelson asked about lifespan and screening requirements if the array is
decommissioned.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to adopt the Solar Energy Systems ordinance amendment
regarding residential solar array size restrictions — Ordinance 04-2022; with additional text
regarding screening. Roll call: Palmquist, Wroblewski, Perkins Aye; Nelson Nay; passed 3-1.

3. Groundwater Protection
Chair Kopitzke stated that the subcommittee met and discussed education topics.

B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)
1. Project Updates (verbal)
Jeff Pearson, City Engineer stated that the business park and St Joseph Pines roads are complete.

2. 2023 WSB Rate Schedule
A rate proposal increase was discussed last month.

C. Administration —
1. Accept site improvements for St. Joseph Pines Subdivision
Administrator Moorse stated that the construction of the site improvements for the St. Joseph Pines
Subdivision at 680 Neal Avenue (Now Neal Avenue and 7™ Street) has been completed. As provided
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108 in the Developer’s Agreement, the completion of the improvements triggers the reduction of the cash
109 escrow deposit for the improvements to $100,000, and the start of the two year warranty period.

110 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to accept the site improvements for the St. Joseph Pines

111 Subdivision, reducing the cash escrow account to $100,000, and reducing the escrow account for
112 legal and engineering costs to $10,000, both to be retained during the two-year warranty period.
113 All aye, passed 4-0.

114

115 2. Accept site improvements for Afton Business Park Subdivision

116 Administrator Moorse stated that the construction of the site improvements, specifically the two cul
117 de sac streets, for the Afton Business Park subdivision in the southeast quadrant of Hudson Road and
118 Manning Avenue has been completed. As provided in the Developer’s Agreement, the completion of
119 the improvements triggers the reduction of the Letter of Credit to $125,000, and the start of the two
120 year warranty period. The $125,000 Letter of Credit will be retained until the completion of the two-
121 year warranty period. The completion of the improvements also triggers the dedication of the streets
122 to the City, which starts the City’s responsibility for the maintenance of the streets.

123

124 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to accept the site improvements for the Afton Business Park
125 Subdivision, reducing the Letter of Credit to $125,000, and reducing the escrow account for

126 legal and engineering costs to $10,000, both to be retained during the two-year warranty period.
127 All aye, passed 4-0.

128

129 3. Ziton retaining wall at 4102 River Road

130 Administrator Moorse provided background information: The Council, at its November 15, 2022

131 meeting, tabled the Ziton variance application regarding the replacement of a retaining wall until the
132 Zitons provided a new retaining wall solution that addressed the concerns of the Council and the

133 DNR. The Zitons are, at this time, seeking feedback from the Council regarding a proposed type of
134 material to be used to build the retaining wall.

135 Mayor Palmquist stated the DNR is fine with this.

136 Council member Perkins stated this is material not the design.

137 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve the rock material the Zitons are proposing for the
138 retaining wall at 4102 River Road.

139 Council member Wroblewski stated this is much better.

140 Motion vote: all aye, passed 4-0

141

142 4. Stillwater area Hockey Association Lawful Gambling Permit Application

143 Administrator Moorse stated that this is an application from Stillwater Area Hockey Association for a
144 Minnesota Lawful Gambling Premises Permit to conduct lawful gambling (pull-tabs) at the Current
145 Restaurant at 3291 St. Croix Trail.

146 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to adopt Resolution 2022-64 approving the application by

147 Stillwater Area Hockey Association for a Minnesota Lawful Gambling Premises Permit at 3291
148 St. Croix Trail. Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.

149

150 5. Designation of Majestic Pines Trail as a Restricted Road

151 Administrator Moorse stated that the City has received numerous complaints regarding noise and

152 safety related to construction vehicles using Majestic Pines Trail to access the 40-acre property at the
153 south end of the cul de sac during late night hours. It has been difficult to address these complaints.
154 In a meeting with the Patrol Sergeant regarding this issue, the Sergeant suggested designating

155 Majestic Pines Trail as a restricted road and posting signage prohibiting construction vehicles without
156 a permit from the City.

157 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to adopt Resolution 2022-65 regarding the designation of
158 Majestic Pines Trail as a Restricted Roadway, and to authorize signage to be posted prohibiting
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6.

7.

8.

0.

construction vehicles without a City permit. Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.

Afton Creek Preserve Incomplete Items
Tom Radio, City Attorney, reported that an agreement has been reached on the settlement amount for
the drainage and utility easement for the Pond 7 drain tile.

City Hall Security System Upgrade

Administrator Moorse stated that Staff and Council member Ross have been working with the City’s
current City Hall security/access system provider (PerMar) and with the City’s current wastewater
treatment system security system provider,( Get Connected Tech) regarding a required upgrade to the
City Hall security and access control system. The upgrade is needed because, due to the replacement
of the City Hall server, the current security system software is no longer accessible to perform
administrative tasks such as creating new fobs and changing expiration dates on fobs. The City has
received proposals from PerMar and Get Connected Tech for a new security system. At its
November 30, 2022 special meeting, the Council requested that staff provide a detailed apples-to-apples
comparison of the two proposals and the options provided by each proposal. Staff has met separately
with each proposer at City Hall to ensure they were familiar with the facility and existing equipment and
to discuss the Council’s request for apples-to-apples comparisons.

Motion/Second Nelson/Perkins to approve the PerMar quote, less the pin readers, at a cost not
to exceed $6000 for security system upgrade and wireless smoke detectors. All aye, passed 4-0

THC Moratorium
Administrator Moorse stated that the Council, at its November 30, 2022 special meeting, directed City
Attorney Tom Radio to prepare an ordinance placing a one-year moratorium on the sale, testing,
manufacturing and distribution within the City of products containing THC.
Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to adoption of Ordinance 05-2022, an interim ordinance
placing a one-year moratorium on the sale, testing, manufacturing and distribution within the
City of products containing THC. Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0.

Schedule council work session
A work session will be scheduled in January

Committee Reports —

agrwbdE

o

7.

Public Works — no report

Personnel — no report

Parks — Council member Perkins reported that the skating rink is up

Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

Natural Resources and Groundwater — Mayor Palmquist reported that a meeting was held with the
new members.

Ag Preservation Committee — Council member Wroblewski reported that a meeting was held to re-
view maps provided by Washington county.

Police Services Liaisons — no report

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — snowmobiles were reported on the sidewalk

Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — put the trail issue on work session discussion

Ward 3 Council Member Ross — no report

Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — expressed concern over lack of attendance at planning commission
meetings

Mayor Palmquist — received a complaint about plowing

City Attorney Radio — provided a written report of actions

Cow>

am
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G. City Administrator Moorse — no report

11. ADJOURN

Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to adjourn. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm

Respectfully submitted by:

JY
Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council January 17, 2023 as (check one): Presented:

Mayor Bill Palmquist

Amended:

Date




