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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes

December 19, 2023
Afton City Hall
3033 St. Croix Trail
Afton, MN 55001
7:00 P.M.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:02pm
2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - was recited.

3. ROLL CALL: Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, & Stan Ross (via Zoom). A
quorum was present. Absent were Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins (both excused)
ALSO PRESENT: City Engineer Craig Alberg, City Attorney Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA —
Move items 9 &10 to beginning of agenda.
Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the December 19, 2023 Regular
City Council meeting. Roll call: All aye, passed 3-0.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Minutes of the November 21, 2023 City Council Meeting
B. Minutes of the November 27, 2023 City Council Work Session-
Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to approve the minutes of the November 21 and November 27,
2023 Council meetings. Roll call: All aye, passed 3-0.

6. PUBLIC INPUT —
none

7. REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —
A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report — (taken out of order)
Deputy was present and reminded residents to slow down, drive safely and watch for deer.

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report — written report in packet
C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report — no report

8. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Just and Correct Claims
B. 4M Fund Transfers — November - Resolution 2023-56
Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2023-56.
Roll call: All aye, passed 3-0.

9.2024 BUDGET AND TAX LEVY HEARING
A. 2024 Final Budget and Tax Levy 2024 Final Budget — Resolution 2023-57
2024 Final Tax Levies — Resolution 2023-58
Mayor Palmquist opened the public hearing at 7:04 PM
Jack Kollmer, 1248 Stagecoach Tr, asked about the high valuations on houses.
Jeff Walker, 1022 Indian trail, asked about the high home values and asked if Afton has the ability
to have a city tax assessor?
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10.

Mayor Palmquist explained the county assessors process and when those valuations can be
appealed in the spring of each year. The city cannot change home values. City budget increases are
due to inflation, police, and fire expenses.

Administrator Moorse explained the city budget costs have gone up for all services provided. Also
the city road fund is being built up for upcoming improvements, according to plan.

No other comments

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to close public hearing. Roll call: all aye passed 3-0.

Hearing closed at 7:38pm.

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist to adopt resolution 2023-57 adopting the final 2024 budget.
Roll call: all aye, passed 3-0.

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist to adopt resolution 2023-58 adopting the final 2024 tax levies.
Roll call: all aye, passed 3-0.

PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING EXTENSION OF MORATORIUM REGARDING SALES,
TESTING, MANUFACTURING AND DISTRIBUTION OF PRODUCTS CONTAINING THC
A. Extension of Moratorium Regarding Sales, Testing, Manufacturing and Distribution of Products
Containing THC - Ordinance 12-2023
Mayor Palmquist opened the hearing at 7:39 pm.
No comments
Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to close the public hearing. Roll call: all aye, passed 3-0.
Public hearing closed at 7:40 pm.
Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist to adopt Ordinance 12-2023 extending the moratorium
on the sale, testing, manufacturing, and distribution of products containing THC. Roll call:
all aye, passed 3-0.

11. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Planning Commission Report
Due to the lack of a quorum, the December 4, 2023 meeting of the Planning Commission was not held,
so there is no report.

B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)
1. Geislinger and Sons Invoice for Repair, Regrading and Rip Rap for Erosion Control at the Inlet to the
Storm Sewer Line to the Flood Pumps
Motion/Second Palmquist/ Wroblewski approve the payment of the Geislinger and Sons invoice in
the amount of $6,612.00. Roll call: All aye, passed 3-0.

2. Project Updates

3. WSB 2024 Rate Schedule
Will be considered in January

C. Administration —

1. Appeal of Staff Determination Regarding a Request for a Waiver of the Moratorium on Short Term
Home Rental License Applications for the Property at 13151 40th Street

Administrator Moorse provided the following information on the appeal. The owner, Lawrence Kladek,
has requested a waiver of the moratorium on short term home rental license applications that was put in place
on September 19, 2023. Mr. Kladek entered into a purchase agreement to acquire the property at 13151 40™
Street on August 11, 2023, and was in the process of purchasing the property for use as a rental property
when the moratorium was adopted. When Mr. Kladek closed on the purchase of the property on September
29, he was not aware that the moratorium had been put in place at the September 19 Council meeting.
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107 Mr. Kladek purchased the property with the intent to use it only as a rental property. He entered into an
108 agreement with Hello Hospitality for short term home rental services, due to his determination of the

109 likelihood of negative cash flow with long term rentals.

110 Mr. Kladek’s request was initially reviewed by staff with advice from the City Attorney. It was determined
111 that 1. The moratorium was applicable to Mr. Kladek’s situation, and 2. Mr. Kladek had not offered a

112 sufficient reason for staff to recommend a waiver of the moratorium. Staff advised Mr. Kladek that he
113 could appeal staft’s decision to the City Council.

114 Dawn, representative for the applicant, explained that the property was purchased to use as short term
115 rental while the moratorium was going into effect. The purchase was made based on laws in place at the
116 time, would like exception.

117 Mayor Palmquist stated that an exception would make the moratorium void.

118 Administrator Moorse stated the purchase agreement was done in August, no application for rental was
119 made until Sept 29. The Ordinance was approved on September 19 and published.

120 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to deny the Lawrence Kladek request for a waiver of the

121 moratorium on short term home rental license applications to enable a short term home rental
122 license application to be considered for the property at 13151 40" Street.

123 Council member Wroblewski stated the moratorium is a pause to evaluate short term rentals in the city;
124 Cannot make an exception to a moratorium.

125 Roll call: all aye, passed 3-0.

126

127 2. Renewal of Police Services Contract with the Washington County Sheriff’s Department

128 Administrator Moorse stated that two of the five cities covered by the contract have not yet approved it.
129 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist to approve the renewal of the police services agreement
130 with the Washington County Sheriff’s Department.

131 Attorney Tom Radio recommended the council approve the contract and discuss with the Sheriff’s office
132 if the other cities don’t come to an agreement.

133 Roll call: All aye, passed 3-0.

134

135 3. Earned Sick and Safe Leave Policy

136 Administrator Moorse stated that the 2023 state legislature passed a new law that requires cities and
137 other governmental jurisdictions to provide Earned Sick and Safe Leave, which is similar to sick leave
138 with the exceptions that it can be used for a broader variety of leave situations and it is applicable to all
139 employees.

140 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to approve the adoption of the proposed Earned Sick and
141 Safe Leave Policy and adding it to the City’s Personnel Policies. Roll call: all aye, passed 3-0.

142

143 4. Proposed Agreement with Korine Land of the Law Firm LeVander, Gillen & Miller, P.A. for Special
144 Legal Services

145 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to designate Korine Land of the Law Firm of LeVander, Gillen
146 & Miller, P.A. as the City’s back-up City Attorney and regarding approving the proposed legal
147 services agreement. Roll call: all aye, passed 3-0.

148

149 5. Agreement with the Law Firm of Eckberg Lammers for Prosecution Services

150 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist to approve the contract with Eckberg Lammers for

151 prosecution services. Roll call: all aye, passed 3-0.

152

153 6. Updated Agreements Related to Prosecution Services — Resolution 2023-59

154 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to approve Resolution 2023-59 approving the State of
155 Minnesota Joint Powers agreements with the City of Afton on behalf of its Prosecuting Attorney,
156 and approving the Master Subscriber Agreement for Court Data Services, the Court Data

157 Services Subscriber Amendment to CJDN Subscriber Agreement and the Joint Powers Agreement
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with the State of Minnesota for access to the Minnesota Criminal Justice Data Communications
Network (CJDN). Roll call: All aye, passed 3-0.

7. Meadow Ridge Restoration Project Update

Due to a number of circumstances, but particularly the drought conditions of the past two years, a number
of project costs have exceeded the budgeted amount, so that the project cost would exceed the project grant
revenue if completed as planned. Tara Kelly of the Washington Conservation District has proposed two
options for addressing the budget shortfall for the Council’s consideration.

Motion/Second Palmquist / Wroblewski to approve option 1 to address the budget shortfall for the
Meadow Ridge Restoration Project. Roll call: all aye, passed 3-0.

8. Ordinance Prohibiting the Use of Cannabis in Public Places and Spaces — Ordinance 13- 2023
Motion/Second Wroblewski / Ross to adopt Ordinance 13-2023 prohibiting the use of cannabis in
public places and spaces. Roll call: all aye, passed 3-0.

9. Ordinance Prohibiting Hauling and Disposal of Snow Onto Land in Afton — Ordinance 14- 2023
Mayor Palmquist suggested modifying the language to allow the current procedure of moving excess
snow from St Croix Trail in the downtown area to the public open space with infiltration ponds.
Motion/Second Palmquist / Wroblewski to adopt Ordinance 14-2023 prohibiting the hauling and
disposal of snow from another property onto any property in Afton; amended to include language
to allow the current procedure of moving excess snow from St Croix Trail in the downtown area to
the public open space with infiltration ponds. Roll call: all aye, passed 3-0.

10. Schedule Work Session
Date to be determined

D. Committee Reports —

1. Public Works — no report

2. Personnel — no report

3. Parks — no report

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — Mayor Palmquist attended. They are working
on developing a historic walking tour.

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater — no report

6. Ag Preservation Committee — no report

7. Police Services Liaisons — Meeting was held with new prosecuting attorneys.

12. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A
B.

Ommo O

Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report

Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski —Council member Wroblewski has received some calls regarding
property taxes.

Ward 3 Council Member Ross — Council member Ross reported that the museum received a grant for
upcoming projects.

Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report

Mayor Palmquist — no report

City Attorney Radio — no report

City Administrator Moorse — no report

11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adjourn. Roll call: All aye, Passed 3-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 pm.
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Respectfully submitted by:

JY
Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council January 16, 2023 as (check one): Presented:

Mayor Bill Palmquist

X

Amended:

Date




