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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA
APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes

December 17, 2024

Afton City Hall
3033 St. Croix Trail
Afton, MN 55001
7:00 P.M.
THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00 pm
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.
ROLL CALL: Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross, Annie Perkins (remote), &
Mayor Palmquist. A quorum was present.
ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Engineer Tyler Hastings, Planning Commission
Chair Kris Kopitzke, City Planner Claire Stickler
APPROVAL OF AGENDA —
Delete item 10c3 — will do next month
Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the December 17, 2024 Regular City
Council meeting with changes above. Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Minutes of the November 19, 2024 City Council Meeting
Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve the minutes of the November 19, 2024 City Council meeting.
Passed 4-0.

6. PUBLIC INPUT -

7.

8.

none

REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —
A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report
Report in packet

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report
Report in packet

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report —
Council member Nelson reported that there will be a five city alliance meeting in January.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers — November 2024 — Resolution 2024-40

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the consent agenda. Roll call: All aye Passed 5-0.

. PUBLIC HEARING

A. 2024 Budget and Tax Hearing

- Resolution 2024-41 2025 Budget

- Resolution 2024-42 2025 Tax Levy

- Resolution 2024-43 Monthly Sanitary Sewer Fee
Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to open public hearing at 7:05 PM. Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0.
Administrator Moorse provided an overview of the 2025 proposed budget.
Matt Cooper, 3904 River Road, asked about the percent increase per resident as his city tax went up by large
amount.
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59 Mayor Palmquist explained that it can be very complicated based on property values and overall tax burden.
60 He recommended reaching out to the county for more information and come back to the city with further
61 questions.
62 No other comments
63 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to close public hearing. Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0.
64 Hearing closed at 7:07 PM.
65
66 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to adopt Resolution 2024-41 approving the 2025 Budget. Roll call:
67 All aye, Passed 5-0.
68
69 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2024-42 approving the 2025 Tax Levy. Roll call:
70 All aye, Passed 5-0.
71
72 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2024-43 approving the 2025 monthly sanitary
73 sewer fee. Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0.
74
75  10. COUNCIL BUSINESS
76 A. Planning Commission
77 1. Mary Beth & Frank O’Gorman Variance Application for an attached garage at 2451 Stagecoach Tr S
78 — Resolution 2024-44
79 Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application which is for an attached garage with the same
80 setback as the current house. The Planning Commission recommended approval.
81 Council member Nelson asked about erosion when the old garage is removed, given the proximity to the
82 creek.
83 Claire Stickler, City Planner, stated it could be part of the conditions to provide an erosion control plan
84 in regards to the demolition.
85 Administrator Moorse stated a drainage and erosion control plan approved by the city engineer prior to
86 demolition.
87 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 20204-44 approving the Variance
88 application for an attached garage at 2451 Stagecoach Tr S with added condition #4 that the
89 applicant provide a mitigation or erosion control plan approved by the city engineer prior to
90 demolition. Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0.
91
92 2. Ordinance to regulate Cannabis and Hemp Businesses — Ordinance 13-2024
93 Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the Planning Commissions discussion on the ordinance. The pc
94 felt like it should be treated the same as a retail liquor store and that there are details that need more
95 time to be reviewed for consistency.
96 Discussion was held on the types of products such as hemp derived THC vs cannabis, drinkables, and
97 the perimeter.
98 Mayor Palmquist suggested passing the ordinance tonight and adjusting in the future as needed.
99 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Ordinance 13-2024 regulating Cannabis and Hemp
100 businesses. Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0.
101
102 3. Ordinance amendment to Sections 153.053 and 153.115 Relating to Sort Term Home Rentals —
103 Ordinance 14-2024
104 Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the Planning Commission discussion on the ordinance
105 amendment. Several residents spoke at the public hearing in support of approving it.
106 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to adopt Ordinance 14-2024 an amendment relating to Short Term
107 Home Rentals, and also a summary Ordinance for publication.
108 Council member Wroblewski stated that enforcement has been a big issue with these and after
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109 consideration doesn’t see a better way to regulate, she is for the amendment.

110 Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0.

111

112 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to adopt a summary ordinance for Ordinance 13-2024 for
113 publication. Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0.

114

115 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)

116 1. Project Updates

117 Tyler Hastings, City Engineer, reported that he attended a meeting with the Valley Branch Watershed
118 District.

119

120 C. Administration —

121 1. Stensland Inspections Contract Extension

122 Administrator Moorse stated that the contract for building inspection services with Stensland Inspection
123 Services is expiring on December 31, 2024. The Council has indicated support for an extension of the
124 contract for an additional year with a change in the allocation of the building permit fee from 65%

125 City/35% Stensland Inspection Services to 60%City/40% Stensland Inspection Services.

126 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist to approve the extension of the contract with Stensland
127 Inspection Services for a one year term from January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025, and the

128 revision of the Plan Review/Inspections portion of the building permit fee schedule to reflect

129 Stensland Inspection Services receiving 40% of the permit fee vs the current 35%, effective

130 January 1, 2025.

131 Council member Nelson suggested paying the inspector 50% of the fee with the application and the
132 remaining 50% upon final inspection.

133 A discussion was held on potential changes to the contract language for the next year as this is a one
134 year contract.

135 Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

136

137 2. 2025 Meeting Schedule for regular Council and Planning Commission meetings — Resolution 2024-
138 45

139 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to adopt Resolution 2024-25 establishing the 2025 meeting
140 schedule for the Regular Council and Planning Commission meetings. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-
141 0.

142

143 3. Schedule work sessions

144 A date will be finalized to meet in January.

145

146 D. Committee Reports —

147 1. Public Works — no report

148 2. Personnel — no report

149 3. Parks —no report

150 4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — continuing to work on the walking tour.

151 5. Natural Resources and Groundwater — Council member Ross stated that the committee has been dis-
152 cussing PFAS and would like to have an informational meeting.

153 6. Ag Preservation Committee — no report

154 7. Police Services Liaisons — no report

155

156 11. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

157 A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report

158 B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — Council member Wroblewski stated that a well in the area tested
159 positive for PFAS and it seems the plume is moving differently than previously predicted.
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C.

D.

Ward 3 Council Member Ross — Council member Ross stated that the tree lighting and evening activi-
ties went well. Local farm stands donated products that the museum sold to raise money for their operat-
ing expenses.

Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — Council member Nelson stated that he & Ron attended Gary
Kreisel’s retirement gathering at the county.

E. Mayor Palmquist — no report
F.
G

City Attorney Radio — no report

. City Administrator Moorse — no report

12. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to adjourn. Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.

Respectfully submitted by:

Y

Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council January 21, 2025 as (check one): Presented: X Amended:

Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




