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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
December 15, 2020

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 P.M.

1.

The meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic
THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was not recited.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, Stan
Ross. A Quorum was present. The meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak, City Clerk Julie Yoho

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

Added items: C12 & 13 “Second vacancy on VBWD” & Parking in Carver Park”

Motion/Second _Wroblewski/Ross To approve the agenda for the December 15, 2020 Regular City
Council meeting with additions noted. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Motion/Second Ross/Nelson To approve the minutes of the November 17, 2020 City Council
Meeting, the November 12, 2020 Special City Council Meeting and the December 4, 2020 City Council
Work Session. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

PUBLIC INPUT —
Matt Giambrone, Valley Creek, expressed concern over possibility of public park land on Valley Creek.

REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —

A. Sheriff’s Report

Council member Wroblewski noted that complaints were hunting complaints, no problems with other
shooting.

B. Tom Niedzwiecki Budget Report

Niedzwiecki provided an overview of the monthly financial report. There is a favorable balance in the
general fund due to building permit net, salary savings, and less spending on snow/ice. At this time there is
an unfavorable balance in engineering and public safety accounts.

C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
Council member Nelson reported they are working on their 5 year plan.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers - NOVEMBER — Resolution 2020-53

C. Extension of the Declaration of Local Emergency — Resolution 2020-54

Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblweksi To approve consent agenda and Resolutions 2020-53, 2020-54. Roll
call: All aye, passed 5-0.

9. BUDGET AND TAX LEVY HEARING
2021 Proposed Budget and Tax Levy —

e Resolution 2020-55 2021 Budget
e Resolution 2020-56 2021 Tax Levy
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Afton City Council

Regular City Council Meeting APPROVED

December 15, 2020
Administrator Moorse provided an overview: The proposed 2021 budget reflects an on-going effort to provide
sufficient funding to meet current and long term capital improvement needs, as well as to provide additional
speed enforcement and absorb increased costs for contracted services, while managing the impact on the tax
levy. The proposed budget reflects a 3.5% increase in the General Fund Levy and a 3.93% increase in the Total
Tax Levy.

Mayor Palmquist opened the public hearing at 7:20 PM

No comments were received.

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to close public hearing. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

Hearing closed at 7:22 PM

Council member Wroblewski asked about flexibility in using extra funds for speed control measures.
Mayor Palmquist stated the plan will be worked on over the winter.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Resolution 2020-55 adopting the Final 2021 Budget. Roll Call:
All aye, passed 5-0.

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to adopt Resolution 2020-56 adopting the Final 2021 Tax Levy. Roll call:
all aye, Passed 5-0.

10. CITY COUNCIL BUISINESS
A. Planning Commission Report
1. Draft Ordinance Amendment regarding screening of Accessory Buildings on Lakefront & Streamfront
lots
Chair Kopitzke stated the Planning Commission generally felt this is a good ordinance.
Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross move to have staff finalize language and send to Planning
Commission for public hearing. Roll call: all aye, passed. 5-0.

2. Draft Ordinance Amendment regarding Open Space Preservation Subdivision with Shared Driveways
Chair Kopitzke stated the Planning Commission recommended keeping language focused on shared
driveways rather than a new type of subdivision.

Council member Wroblewski expressed concern over this language only helping one person.

Council member Nelson stated that this allows for some division to be done and yet preserve a portion of
the land.

Mayor Palmquist asked if there should be minimum acreage required.

Council member Wroblewski stated she would like 60 acres, longer driveway to serve larger parcel.
Council member Nelson stated he would lean toward a larger parcel also.

Chair Kopitzke stated the conservation easement would be over both parcels regardless of size.

Council member Perkins stated we would still have benefits over smaller parcels such as 40 vs 60. Why
does it matter how lots are divided up within requirement?

Council member Ross expressed concern over shared driveways as there have been problems in the past.
City should have a standard agreement that property owners sign.

Council member Nelson discussed not doing large changes in zoom meetings. Would like to send back to
Planning Commission for more review, then back to council, then public hearing at Planning Commission
meeting.

Administrator Moorse will work on language based on feedback.
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109 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)

110 1. FEMA Flood Certification — Levee Agreement

111 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson move to approve the Agreement between the City of Afton and

112 Washington County for the certification of the levee system that includes County State Aid

113 Highway 21 (St. Croix Trail South) and authorize the City Engineer to sign the agreement as a
114 representative of the City. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

115

116 2. FEMA Flood Certification — Operations & Maintenance Plan

117 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to adopt the Afton Levee System Operations and Maintenance Plan. Roll
118 call: all aye, passed 5-0.

119

120 3. Afton Creek Preserve update

121 City Engineer Pearson provided a brief update and stated there are still easement issues involving the
122 Denmark township resident.

123

124 4. 2021 Road Improvement Project Update

125 City Engineer Pearson stated the bid opening will be January 7, via Zoom.

126

127 C. Administration —

128 1. Highland Sanitation Fee Increase Request

129 Administrator Moorse stated that Highland Sanitation has requested rate increases for its solid

130 waste disposal service and its recycling service for 2021. They are requesting a disposal rate

131 increase 9%; a hauling rate increase of 2% and a recycling rate increase of 4%.

132 Staff recommendations are: disposal rate increase: 3.7%; hauling rate Increase: 1.3%;

133 recycling increase of 1.3%.

134 Bobby Stewart, Highland Sanitation, stated the staff proposed increase of 3.7% is not enough - would be
135 a loss for them due to disposal costs. Would like to come up with formula for increases based on actual
136 cost, methodology is needed.

137 Mayor Palmquist suggested a work session to discuss specifics.

138 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to table item until January and discuss in a work session prior.
139 Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

140

141 2. 14020 Valley Creek Trail Concept Plan, Public Engagement Plan and Financial Plan

142 Administrator Moorse stated that as part of the Council’s consideration of the preservation and

143 acquisition of the Blasko property at 14020 and 14040 Valley Trail, the Council has directed that a

144 concept plan for the property be developed, that a public engagement process be conducted to obtain
145 feedback from residents and other stakeholders and that estimates of both short term and long term costs
146 be determined. The plans have been provided in the meeting packet.

147 Mayor Palmquist stated there are two items to discuss: funding and public process.

148 Council member Wroblewski stated the neighborhood meeting should be first, community second.

149 Funding is a huge item.

150 Council member Perkins agreed with the importance of neighborhood engagement.

151 Council member Nelson asked about the timeline for the money.

152 Mayor Palmquist stated March 31 is the deadline for one grant. He would like the museum come with
153 their proposal in January for discussion.

154 Council member Ross stated that the focus is on securing the property then look at the historic element.
155 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski move to have staff determine a date and invite residents on
156 Valley Creek to a neighborhood meeting. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

157

158 3. CPL Grand application for restoration activities for city property at 2318 St. Croix Trail

159 Administrator Moorse stated Belwin has applied for a Conservation Partners Legacy (CPL) grant for
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160 restoration of the Stanton property and a portion of City-owned land adjacent to the Stanton property.
161 This grant will fund activities such as buckthorn removal. Belwin is now preparing an additional CPL
162 grant for the City’s 5-acre parcel with the existing house, as well as a large area of the treatment system
163 property. This will enable buckthorn removal and restoration of native groundcover vegetation. The
164 large open area at the northern portion of the site has been overgrown with invasive ground cover

165 vegetation. This will be removed and replaced with native prairie vegetation. While the area northeast
166 of the treatment system’s gravel filter is not heavily overgrown with buckthorn, including it in the grant
167 will allow restoration activities as needed.

168 The estimated cost of the restoration activities is $55,000. The City would need to provide a 10% grant
169 match.

170 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to move forward with the CPL grant application for

171 restoration activities at the City’s property adjacent to the City Wastewater Treatment System at
172 2318 St. Croix Trail.

173 Council member Ross stated this is a good example of a grant that could apply to the Blasko property.
174 Council member Nelson asked where match money would come from. (Parks fund)

175 Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

176 4. Conservation Easement on City property adjacent to the wastewater treatment system at 2318 St

177 Croix Tr.

178 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve the conservation easement for the ten acres of property in
179 the southern portion of the City wastewater treatment site. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

180

181 5. Afton House Liquor License renewal for 2021

182 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve the 2021 Liquor License renewal for the Afton St.
183 Croix Company dba Afton House Inn.

184 Council member Ross questioned the number of businesses covered by this license, as there are 3

185 sharing this license.

186 Mayor Palmquist stated there are 2, Current and Swirl, under same ownership.

187 Roll call: Ross nay, all others aye, passed 4-1.

188

189 6. Get Connected Service Contract

190 Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve the proposal from Get Connected Tech for video

191 verified monitoring and a service contract at a total annual cost of $2,310 per year for the security
192 system at the wastewater treatment site. Roll call: all aye passed 5-0.

193

194 7. 12631 15™ St. Short Term Rental Violations

195 Administrator Moorse stated that the owner of the property at 12631 15" Street has been notified in

196 writing that the property cannot be used for short term home rentals due to a violation of the short term
197 home rental ordinance, the property continues to be advertised for short term rentals.

198 City Attorney Knaak stated the ordinance allows the city to suspend licenses for short term rentals for a
199 two-year period. Letter issued clearly stated the council’s position from August which was for civil

200 penalties. There were clear violations at that time. They are now still advertising.

201 Council member Nelson stated the two-year suspension should start now since she is still advertising.
202 We have to prosecute.

203 Council member Wroblewski stated she never took criminal charges off the table. We have a number of
204 violations here.

205 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson move to file a criminal complaint against the property owner with
206 timeline of two years from today suspension for them to get a license.

207 Council member Perkins stated that we need to set precedence, we have an ordinance.

208 Mayor Palmquist stated that the continued advertising is not in good faith.

209 Administrator Moorse asked if the two-year clock can continue to be re-set since they are not

210 complying?

4
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Attorney Knaak suggested a motion saying we see ongoing advertising as an ongoing violation that re-
sets the two-year window for a license.
Ross amend motion to include that the City sees the continued advertising as an ongoing violation
that re-sets two-year window for a license. (Nelson accepted) Roll call all aye, passed 5-0.

8. Zoning

Moorse reported the city of Cottage Grove will have proposal completed in January.

Council member Wroblewski asked if cost could be charged to the violators?

City Attorney Knaak stated that by resolution a fee could be charged if it goes to legal action.

9. Emergency operations update

Administrator Moorse reported that a door bell has been installed for drop offs. Meetings will continue
to be virtual. The ventilation system filters have been installed. The dais will be installed in Jan, wiring
after that.

City Attorney Knaak stated that hybrid meetings are allowed and are being done in other cities. One or
two members could be in the building while the others participate from home, for example.

10. LMC Elected leaders institute
Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross move to allow Council members to attend the virtual training for
elected leaders by the League of Minnesota Cities. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

11. Schedule work session
Will be scheduled in the next week

12. 2™ Vacancy on Valley Brand Watershed District

Mayor Palmquist stated that last month we recommended one person; now there is another vacancy. Jim
Gasparini is interested.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson move to send letter of recommendation to nominate Jim
Gasparini for the VBWD opening. Roll call: all aye passed 5-0.

13. Parking Area in Carver Park

Mayor Palmquist stated more people are parking there. Thought the original plan was to chain this off
except for special events.

Council member Ross would prefer removable bollards

Council member Perkins would like to understand the problem, likes it the way it is.

Council member Nelson also doesn’t like idea of blocking it off.

D. Committee Reports —

Public Works — Ken has inventoried the large culverts

Personnel — no report

Parks — resignation from Parks committee, advertise for opening
Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report
Natural Resources and Groundwater — no report

Public Safety — first meeting

Sk L=

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES
A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report
B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — water consortium meeting, lights at 40" & Neal replaced
C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross — no report
D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report
E. Mayor Palmquist — no report
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F. City Attorney Knaak — no report

G. City Administrator Moorse — no report

11. ADJOURN

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To adjourn. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

Meeting adjourned at 9:58 PM

Respectfully submitted by:

Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council January 19, 2021 as (check one): Presented:

Mayor Bill Palmquist

Amended:

Date




