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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Work Session Meeting Minutes
December 6, 2021

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:30 P.M.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:42 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross and Annie
Perkins. A Quorum was present. City Administrator Ron Moorse was also present.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA -
Motion/Second Ross/Nelson. To approve the agenda for the December 6, 2021 City Council Work
Session. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A.  Proposals for Planning Services
Moorse reported that two proposals were received in response to the RFP for planning services. One proposal was
from MSA, a multi-disciplinary firm that includes civil engineering, architecture and planning services. The other
was from Northwest Associated Consultants (NAC) the City’s current planning services provider. The Council
agreed that interviews with both firms should be scheduled in January.

B. Audit Services RFP Process

Moorse reported that, because the City’s recent auditing firm (CarlsonSV) has been hired to
provide the City’s accounting services, they can no longer serve as the City’s auditor. A
Request for Proposals has been advertised, and proposals are due on December 14.

C. Diseased Tree and Dangerous Tree Ordinance

Moorse explained that the City does not currently have a diseased and dangerous tree ordinance, so does not have
authority to require removal of diseased or dangerous trees. The Council agreed that a diseased tree ordinance
was needed, but not a dangerous tree ordinance, with the possible exception of private trees overhanging local
streets. The Council agreed that staff should contact Washington County and the League of Minnesota Cities to
obtain diseased tree ordinances.

D. Town Square Park Skating Rink

Moorse explained that, with the reconstruction and reseeding of the small ballfield in Town
Square Park, it has been recommended that a skating rink not be installed on top of the newly
seeded field. It would be possible to relocate the skating rink to the west of the infield area, in
front of the picnic shelter. This would involve bringing in one or two loads of black dirt to
create a low berm around the rink to contain the water used to make the ice. Tri County
Services has not provided a specific price quote, but has indicated the cost would be less than
$1,000. The berm would be removed in the spring by spreading the black dirt over the ice rink
area. Tri County Services has also indicated it is not clear whether black dirt is or will
continue to be available for constructing the berm.

The Council discussed the pros and cons of having a skating rink in Town Square Park, and
discussed other options for those who want to skate.
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51 Mayor Palmquist indicated that, if it is still possible to obtain black dirt, the skating rink topic
52 should be placed on the December 21 regular City Council meeting for the Council’s

53 consideration.

54 E. Pedestrian Crossing Signal at St. Croix Trail and 31st Street or Afton Boulevard

55 The Council discussed the need for a signalized pedestrian crossing at 31% Street or Afton

56 Boulevard and St. Croix Trail to provide a safe crossing for residents, including a number who
57 use wheelchairs. The general consensus of the Council was that a safe pedestrian crossing was
58 needed, but it does not have to be a signalized crossing. Because both St. Croix Trail and

59 Afton Boulevard are County roads, the Council directed that staff contact the County

60 regarding a pedestrian crossing.

61

62 5. ADJOURN

63 Motion/Second: Nelson/Perkins. To adjourn at 5:54 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.

64

65

66  Respectfully submitted by:

67

68

69  Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

70

71

72 Approved by Council on December 21, 2021 as (check one): Presented: Amended:

73

74

75  Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




