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3033 St. Croix Trail South
P.O. Box 219
Afton, MN 55001
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CITY OFFICE CLOSED
Tuesday, November I |
Veterans Day
Thursday, November 27
Thanksgiving

City of Afton Dashboard
A Summary of Current Happenings

Road Construction Project Update
¢ The paving of Valley Creek Trail, Strawberry Hill and Afton Boule-
vard Court is scheduled to be completed by October 31, subject to
weather.

CITY MEETINGS
November 3, 2025

Planning Commission Meeting
7:00 PM

November 4, 2025

Natural Resources & Groundwater
Committee
5:00 PM

¢ The Microsurfacing Project involving portions of Trading Post Trail,
50" Street, 15" Street and Strawberry Hill has been completed.

SAR November 10, 2025

Parks Committee
6:00 PM

Ag Preservation Committee
7:00 PM

November 12, 2025
Heritage Preservation Commission
6:00 PM

November 18, 2025
City Council Meeting

Drop-off Your Pumpkins for 7:00 PM

Composting
Don't trash your pumpkins after Halloween! Instead, bring them to
a drop-off site in Washington County. Drop-off sites will be
open to residents October 3 Ithrough November 10. Pump-
kins must be free of glitter, paint, wax, and candles.

City Council
Mayor: Bill Palmquist 651-308-0569

Ward |: Annie Perkins 651-592-3007
Ward 2: Lucia Wroblewski 651-436-3982
Ward 3: Stan Ross 612-720-6478
Ward 4: Randy Nelson 651-436-2479
City Hall
651-436-5090
City Website

www.ci.afton.mn.us

Afton City Hall 3033 Saint Croix Trl. S
Place in dumpster. Southeast corner of parking lot.

Pumpkin
Drop-Off

Afton City Hall

Important Numbers

Animal Control 715-220-1332
Building Inspector 651-436-6469
Burning Permits 651-436-7033
Environmental Center 651-275-7475
Highland Sanitation 651-458-0043
Otter Lake Animal Care 651-426-8871
Fire Dept 651-436-7033
Sheriffs Dept 651-439-9381

EMERGENCY 911
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Notes from the Mayor

At its October meeting, the Council reviewed a potential agriculture preservation ordinance that a working group of the Ag Preservation
Committee has drafted and the Planning Commiission is currently reviewing. The further development of the ordinance will be an itera-
tive process that will involve the Planning Commission, the Ag Preservation Committee and the Council. This is an ongoing effort as we
continue to look for ways to preserve open space and agricultural uses within the city. If you have any thoughts or suggestions regarding
the long term preservation of agricultural uses in the city, please contact the city staff so that your feedback can be shared with the vari-
ous committees that are looking at this issue.

The consultant the city hired to conduct an archeological review of the new park property along the river bluff off the east end of 45th
street will begin that work in late October. After the work is completed, several old, dilapidated buildings will be removed as they are
hazards. In the meantime, the Park Committee will begin to look at ways to add trails and amenities. Hopefully the park will become
available to the public next summer. Stay tuned for updates.

At its October meeting the Council appointed Kate McGinn to the Planning Commission. Thank you Kate for agreeing to serve! We had
two great candidates this time and only one vacancy. Although that is a good problem to have, | believe everyone on the Council came
away wishing we could have added both of these talented applicants.

The Council also approved issuing a letter of support to the Washington Conservation District for their work to obtain grant funding for
forest restoration work in Steamboat Park. We are thrilled to have a partnership with that organization and grateful they are willing to
take the lead on this project.

-Bill

Afton Village Holiday 2025 £

/* Calling all
The charming St. Croix river town of Afton, MN. \ q

will be transformed into a winter wonderland with

Horse & Wagon rides, Strolling Carolers, Christ- é Ba ke I'S & Fa 'm

mas Tree lighting, Artist Gift Market, Children’s

Crafts, festive food & drinks and more. A Sta N d S

CANDY CANE TRAIL NOV. 29TH _
CELEBRATE MERRY & BRIGHT DEC. 5TH & 6TH Please support the Afton
WRAP IT UP FESTIVE GIVING DEC. I3TH

Museum'’s
annual bake sale for the Holiday in the

For more information visit: .
Village event.

https://exploreafton.com/afton-village-
holiday/

Drop off your festively wrapped baked
P A 8.0 goods at the museum on Friday,
December 5th.

innesota

ﬁlol““ Questions: email “info@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
or call 651-436-3500
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Meeting Highlights
October 6, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting
The Commission:
o Discussed the draft Agriculture Conservation Development Ordinance.

October 21, 2025 City Council Meeting
The Council:

e Discussed the draft Agriculture Conservation Development Ordinance.
e Appointed Kate McGinn to serve on the Planning Commission for a
term expiring on March 15, 2028.
e Expressed support for the Washington Conservation District’s submittal
of a RelLeaf Grant application for a floodplain forest restoration project
in Steamboat Park.
e Received an update regarding the street improvement project for Valley Creek
Trail and other streets.

MEETING PACKETS, VIDEOS AND APPROVED MEETING MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT:
www.ci.afton.mn.us

Minnesota DNR News
Afton State Park to close during special hunt

on November 8 and 9
Afton State Park will be closed to all visitors on November 8 and 9 for a special deer
hunt, according to the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. The purpose for
the hunt is to prevent overpopulation of deer and to protect other resources.

Special hunts will take place at other Minnesota state parks and recreation areas this fall,

and access to the parks will vary. Park visitors are advised to check the alerts and notices
on state park and recreation area websites (mndnr.gov/park-list) to find details about any
upcoming special hunts as they make their plans.

"Too many individuals of one species can throw an ecosystem out of balance," said Mark
Cleveland, Parks and Trails natural resource policy and program coordinator. "When
deer populations grow too large, they over browse on native plants and young trees,
making it harder for forests to regenerate. Dense deer herds also create conditions
where diseases spread more easily. Special deer hunts in state parks and recreation areas
are one of the tools we use to protect natural resources and keep ecosystems healthy."

The deadlines have passed for youth and adults to apply for the permits to participate in
these special hunts, which include regular firearms, muzzleloader and archery options.

As of 2023, state park and state recreation area special hunts require use of nontoxic
(nonlead) ammunition. An exception is for youth hunts in the shotgun-only use area of
Minnesota, where hunters are not required to use nontoxic ammunition. However,
those not using nontoxic ammunition for special hunts in the shotgun zone must remove
all parts of harvested deer from the state park or state recreation area, including the
entrails. For details, visit the DNR hunting regulations webpage
(mndnr.gov/regulations/hunting)

Nontoxic ammunition protects animals such as bald eagles, ravens and bobcats from in-
gesting lead while feeding on deer gut piles. It takes only a very small amount of lead to
cause lead poisoning in wildlife.

For a list of parks that are hosting special hunts during the 2025 hunting season, visit the
state park hunts webpage (mndnr.gov/parkhunts)

Belwin Conservancy
Upcoming Events

First Wednesday Walkabout

November 5, 2025

4:30 pm - 6:30 pm

Belwin Savanna Center 795 Indian Trail S
Cost: Sliding Scale of $10, $18 or $25 / person

First Wednesday Walkabout
December 3, 2025

4:30pm - 06:30pm

Hilltop Classroom 1553 Stagecoach Trail S,,
Cost: Sliding Scale of $10, $18 or $25 / person

Saving Space for Wildness in your Yard
- Part 2: Winter Sowing

December 6, 2025

9:00am - 12:00pm

Hilltop Classroom 1553 Stagecoach Trail S
Cost: $10, $20 or $35 / per person / per ses-

sion

Women Walking

December 13, 2025

6:00pm - 09:00pm

1553 Stagecoach Trail S

Cost: Sliding Scale of of $20.00, $35.00 or
$50.00 /person

Twilight Hike
December 14, 2025
4:30pm - 06:30pm

1553 Stagecoach Trail S.,
Cost: $26 / $31 / $35

For details and registration contact:
Belwin Conservancy
1553 Stagecoach Trail South
Afton MN 55001
651-436-5189

www.belwin.or:

Happy Tha}lsgiving



http://www.belwin.org
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Valley Library Events &

Important Dates
Library Closure Dates:
Tuesday November || for Veterans
Day
Thursday November 27 and Friday No-
vember 28 for the Thanksgiving holiday

PATRON

Please note: Extended Access users can ac-

cess Valley Library on the closure dates AFTON, MN 55001
For Adults:

PLEASE NOTE: The next Valley Library
book club meeting is Thursday December
4™ due to the Thanksgiving holiday. This
book club meets in person in the Valley Li-
brary Conference Room. The title selection

for the Thursday December 4th meeting
is “The Covenant of Water” by Abraham Ver-

ghese.

Register today for U.S. Civil War Geneal-

ogy 2:30p_m,-4:30p_m, on Thursda_y No- Online payments are now available for Cit)’

vember 6™ at Valley Library. Taught by a permits & fees including Building Permits and Please recycle this
Washington County Libr‘ary staff member and Sewett Payments, newsletter after use.
genealogy expert, you will learn what role www.ci.afton.mn.us

your relatives may have played in our nation’s

most devastating conflict and how these rec-
ords can help complete your family tree.

Parcel Arts presents Watercolor and Pen HOlldaY HOPe—CommunltY Thread

Floral Arrangement |1:00a.m. to This year marks the 55th anniversary of Community

1:00p.m. Saturday November 8 at Val- : Thread’s Holiday Hope program, which has provided

ley Library. Celebrating Years support to financially struggling individuals and families in
tral Washington County since 1970. Last , th

AL ’Houday ;ﬁgg':;m sz;;t:%‘tzg nec;l;:; )‘;;:)n E\iuseholdis b?ra:e;“ltinge

Thursday, November 13th 2:30-4:00 ® i- Hope 3.013 individuals. including 1.723 child W

After School Activity: Light Table & Tangram »013 Individuals, including 1,725 children. VVe are grate-

Puzzles community thread ful to all of the donors, sponsors, and volunteers for
helping brighten the holiday season!

Mondays 10:30-11:00 am Storytime
For information on volunteer opportunities and Holiday events please visit:

Monday, November 10th 10:30-11:00 CommunityThreadMN.org/Holiday
Music and Movement Storytime

Thursday, November 13th 6:00 pm
Pajama Storytime

Veterans Recognition Dinner
74 - SR, awu b a},‘-‘r‘h«r

For complete information and to register for

programs contact: i
Valley Library 651-436-5882 B

www.washcolib.org Monday, November 10, 2025
5 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

At The Church of St. Francis of Assisi
Lake Saint Croix Beach

FREE Dinner for Lower St. Croix Valley Veterans, Service
Members and their Families

Thank you for your service




