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 4 

APPROVED City Council Work Session Minutes 5 

  November 5, 2020 6 
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3033 St. Croix Trail 8 

Afton, MN 55001 9 

              (Held Remotely via Zoom) 10 

5:00 P.M. 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 5:07 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist 12 

 13 

2. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Annie Perkins and Stan Ross.  A 14 

Quorum was present.  The meeting was held virtually via Zoom.   15 

 16 

ALSO PRESENT:   City Administrator Ron Moorse and City Attorney Fritz Knaak. 17 

 18 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  19 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins.  To approve the agenda for the November 5, 2020 City Council Work 20 

Session. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 4-0-0.  21 

 22 

4.   CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS  23 

A. Outreach Efforts to Increase Awareness of St. Croix Riverway Regulations 24 

The Council discussed methods of getting information regarding the Lower St. Croix Riverway regulations 25 

into the hands of existing and potential owners of property in the Riverway.  The Council agreed on the 26 

following actions: 27 

 Provide a letter to all property owners in the Lower St. Croix Riverway District in Afton with the 28 

Riverway regulations enclosed 29 

 Provide a letter to the listing agents of all property being sold in the Riverway District with the 30 

Lower St. Croix Riverway regulations enclosed 31 

 Include an article regarding the Lower St. Croix Riverway regulations in the City Newsletter once 32 

per quarter. Ask the NRGC to write articles. 33 

 Develop a guide to shoreland regulations similar to the guide to the Lower St. Croix Riverway 34 

regulations. 35 

 36 

B. Use of 5-Acre Parcel At Wastewater Treatment Site and Conservation Easement 37 

The Council discussed the use of the 5-acre parcel at the wastewater treatment site, in light of the planned 38 

land exchange no longer moving forward, and in light of trail opportunities related to the purchase of the 39 

Stanton property.  The Council agreed that the full five-acre parcel should be a part of the planned park and 40 

trail system rather than being used as a residential lot, and that the existing house should be removed from the 41 

property.   The Council agreed that it is important to ensure the City and Belwin are on the same page regarding 42 

the park and trail plan for the Stanton property and the City property. The Council requested staff to determine 43 

if grants are available to fund a picnic shelter on the property.  The Council directed staff to bring a final draft 44 

of the conservation easement over the 5-acre parcel to the November 17 Council meeting. 45 

  46 

C. Preservation/Acquisition of the property at 14020 Valley Creek Trail 47 

The Council discussed the preservation/acquisition of the property at and adjacent to 14020 Valley Creek 48 

Trail.  The Council discussed the importance of the protection of the trout stream, and requested staff to obtain 49 

clear information from the DNR regarding regulations that relate to public access to the stream. The Council 50 

directed staff to confirm whether a partnership with the Afton Historical Museum is workable in terms of 51 

ownership and grant funding.  The Council directed staff to provide a map of the property showing topography 52 

and to schedule a site visit by the Council. 53 
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D. 3M Settlement: Comments Regarding the Draft Options for a Conceptual Drinking Water Supply Plan 54 

The Council discussed the comments drafted by Moorse regarding the draft options for a Conceptual 55 

Drinking Water Supply Plan for the East Metro area, and agreed that the comments should be forwarded to 56 

the DNR and MPCA. 57 

 58 

E. Clarify Funding Source for 30th Street Culvert Replacement Project 59 

The Council clarified that the funding for the large culvert replacement project on 30th Street should come 60 

from the Bridge Replacement Fund, rather than the Street Improvement Fund. 61 

 62 

F. CARES Funding Update 63 

Moorse provided an update regarding the use of the CARES funding.  The City will use all of the CARES 64 

funding that was allocated to the City.  Moorse provided an update regarding the design of the new Council 65 

dais that will facilitate remote participation in Council meetings by the public.  Moorse explained the 66 

contractor has redesigned the dais to seat up to seven while meeting all ADA requirements.  There are two 67 

design options to accommodate the nine members of the Planning Commission.  One option is to have six 68 

members seated at the dais and three members seated at a new side table.   The second option is to add two 69 

additional tables in front of the dais to enable all Planning Commission members to be seated in front of the 70 

dais, similar to how they are currently seated.  The second option would cost substantially more and would 71 

have a number of technical challenges to overcome.  The Council agreed to move forward with option one.   72 

 73 

5.  ADJOURN 74 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski. To adjourn at 6:34 PM.  Roll call: All ayes, passed 4-0-0.  75 

  76 

 77 

 78 

Respectfully submitted by: 79 

 80 

      81 

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator 82 

 83 

 84 

Approved by Council on November 17, 2020 as (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      ______ 85 

 86 

 87 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 88 


