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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Work Session Minutes
November 27, 2023

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:30 P.M.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

2. ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members, Randy Nelson, Lucia Wroblewski and Annie Perkins. A
Quorum was present. Also present was City Administrator Ron Moorse.

3. Motion/Second: Perkins/\Wroblewski. To approve the agenda for the November 27, 2023 City Council
Work Session. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 4-0-0.

4. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Cody Kaye request to discuss allowing wine tastings at farm wineries
The Council discussed with Cody Kaye his proposal for wine tastings at a farm winery. The Council had
concerns about keeping the activity at a small scale and minimizing traffic and noise impacts. The Council also
had questions about what activities a farm winery license from the state allows, and whether additional liquor
licensing is required from the City. The Council directed staff to research the state farm winery statute and to
research farm winery ordinances of other cities.

B. Request to allow offices for service-based uses in the Marine Services District
The Council discussed a proposal for a plumbing contractor business on the property at 599 Manning Avenue
which is zoned Marine Services. The Council also discussed an inquiry regarding a large animal vet clinic on the
site. The Council was not supportive of the plumbing contractor business or a similar business, but was open to
considering the large animal vet clinic.

C. Extend Moratorium on sale, testing, manufacturing and distribution of products containing THC
The Council discussed the lack of adequate state regulations regarding the sale, testing, manufacturing and
distribution of products containing THC, and that cities are working to develop ordinances to fill the gap to ensure
adequate regulations are in place. Because this work is on-going, it is necessary to extend the current moratorium.
The extension of the moratorium will be brought to the December 19, 2023 Council meeting.

D. Proposed New City Code
The Council discussed the process to review the updated City Code to ensure it is consistent with the current City
Code and to ensure the reorganization of the Code does not have unintended consequences. The Planning
Commission will review the City Code and will hold a public hearing on the updated code before it goes to the
Council for its consideration.

E. Engineering Services RFP
Moorse indicated the Council has planned to conduct an RFP process for engineering services. With
construction activities slowing considerably at this time of year, it would be a good time to initiate an
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RFP process and solicit proposals for engineering services. The Council agreed that an RFP process
should be initiated after the first of the year.

F. City Administrator Updates
The City Administrator updated the Council regarding a hunter shooting ducks from an area in Steamboat Park
near the St. Croix River and near a trail used by park users. Mayor Palmquist and Council member Wroblewski
each indicated they had advised the hunter that hunting was not allowed in a City Park. The hunter argued that he
was hunting in a location allowed by the DNR’s hunting regulations. The Council directed staff to work with the
DNR and the City Attorney to clarify how the DNR hunting regulations relate to hunting in a public park and
determine a solution to stop the hunting.

5. ADJOURN
Motion/Second: Palmquist/Wroblewski. To adjourn at 6:20 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 4-0-0.

Respectfully submitted by:

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

Approved by Council on December 19, 2023 (check one): Presented: Amended:

Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




