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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes

November 19, 2024
Afton City Hall
3033 St. Croix Trail
Afton, MN 55001
7:00 P.M.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00 pm
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.

ROLL CALL: Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, & Mayor Palmquist.
A quorum was present. Absent was Stan Ross (excused)

ALSO PRESENT: City Attorney Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Engineer Tyler
Hastings, Planning Commission Chair Chris Kopitzke, City Planner Claire Stickler

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

Move item c6 to follow 7b

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins To approve the agenda for the November 19, 2024 Regular City
Council meeting with changes above. Passed 4-0.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Minutes of the October 15, 2024 City Council Meeting-

B. Minutes of the October 28, 2024 City Council Work Session Meeting-

C. Minutes of the November 6, 2024 City Council Special Meeting-

D. Minutes of the November 6, 2024 City Council Work Session Meeting-

E. Minutes of the November 13, 2024 City Council Special Meeting-

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve the minutes of the October 15, October 28, November
6, and November 13 City Council meetings. Passed 4-0.

. PUBLIC INPUT -

none

7. REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report
Report in packet

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report
Report in packet

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report —
Council member Nelson reported that the study is beginning this week.

D. Lower St Croix Valley Fire Relief Association

Three Representatives of the Firefighter Relief Association were in attendance and provided information on
the proposed 10.55% pension benefit increase which would increase the pension benefit from $4,975/year of
service to $5,500/year of service.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve Resolution 2024-39 regarding the ratification of an in-
crease in the pension benefit for the Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Relief Association from $4,975.year of
service to $5,500 per year of service. Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0.
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59 8. CONSENT AGENDA

60 A. Just and Correct Claims
61 B. 4M Fund Transfers — October 2024 — Resolution 2024-36
62 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to approve the consent agenda. Roll call: All aye Passed 4-0.
63
64 9. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS
65 A. Planning Commission
66 1. David Herreid Variance Application to Increase the Height of a Portion of the Roofline to
67 Accommodate the Addition of an Elevator Shaft at 16530 Swede Hill Drive South — Resolution 2024-
68 37
69 Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application which is to allow a portion of the roof of the
70 proposed 1,300 ft accessory structure to be 7 feet higher than the principal structure to allow for stair &
71 elevator access to a rooftop deck. If this variance is approved to enable access to the rooftop deck, the
72 applicant has said they would remove the existing noncompliant deck over the river. The planning
73 commission recommended approval.
74 Claire Stickler, City Planner, noted that the increase in height is still below the allowed height in
75 Riverway. The DNR was happy to hear about the removal of the noncompliant deck, concern was view
76 from riverway.
77 David Herreid, applicant, was present and further explained his request.
78 Council member Wroblewski stated that the applicant has worked to comply with the riverway laws.
79 Suggested remove the second sentence about the deck under “findings”, #9. That is not why the
80 variance is being granted.
81 Council member Perkins noted that this is still lower in height than what is allowed and will not be
82 visible from the river.
83 Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski to approve with amendment of striking sentence. Roll call all
84 aye passed 4-0
85
86 2. Robert and Gail Maxey Variance Application for an Attached Garage at 1050 Neal Avenue South —
87 Resolution 2024-38
88 Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application which is to allow an 1,860 sq ft addition to the
89 existing principal structure within the required 150 foot front yard setback. The addition would include a
90 360 square foot laundry/mudroom and 1,500 square foot attached garage. The planning commission
91 recommended approval.
92 Claire Stickler, City Planner, noted that the topography prohibits building in another location.
93 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to adopt Resolution 2024-38 approving the Robert & Gail
94 Maxey variance application for an attached garage at 1050 Neal Ave S. Roll call: All aye, passed
95 4-0.
96
97 3. Draft Cannabis Regulation Ordinance
98 Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the planning commissions discussion. Many on the commission
99 felt the level of regulation should be similar to liquor laws.
100 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to refer the Cannabis Business Regulation Ordinance to
101 the December 2, 2024 Planning Commission meeting for a public hearing and recommendation.
102 Passed 4-0
103
104 4. Draft Short Term Home Rental Ordinance Amendment
105 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to refer the Draft Short Term Home Rental Ordinance
106 Amendment to the December 2, 2024 Planning Commission meeting for a public hearing and
107 recommendation. Passed 4-0.
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108

109 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)

110 1. Preparation of Bid Specifications for 2025 Micro-Surfacing Project

111 Motion/Second Palmquist /Wroblewski to authorize CBS Squared to prepare bid specifications
112 for the 2025 MicroSurfacing Project. Passed 4-0.

113

114 2. Updates

115 Tyler Hastings, city engineer, reported that he has done warranty reviews on several roads. He also rec-
116 ommended that the utility depth be added to ROW permit application forms.

117

118 C. Administration —

119 1. Afton Creek Preserve Update

120 Tyler Hastings, City Engineer provided an updated status of punch list items. All punch list items are
121 complete, with the exception of the clean-out of the stormwater ponds, and any other work necessary for
122 the ponds to meet design standards. A contract is in place with Landbridge Ecological for completion of
123 this work in the spring of 2025. Regarding the roads, Sept. 30 was final day of paving. There is damage
124 from a tracked vehicle in the cul de sac. This item is not the responsibility of the City, and will need to
125 be addressed during the warranty period. Bruce Smith is following up on this item. It is recommended
126 that the Council accept the road.

127

128 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to accept the loop road and cul de sac that serve the Afton Creek
129 Preserve development effective November 19, 2024, which starts the two year warranty period;
130 conditional to the repair of the damage and acceptance of repair by engineer to be completed

131 within one month. Passed 4-0

132

133 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to retain a Letter of Credit in the amount of $450,000 during the
134 2 year warranty period. Passed 4-0.

135

136 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to require an escrow deposit of $131,944, that includes 125% of
137 the $43,000 contract cost for the clean-up of the stormwater ponds in 2025, 125% of the $54,555
138 contract cost to maintain the native vegetation on the conservation easement areas and on the

139 Odell parcel in 2025, and $10,000 for engineering and legal costs. Passed 4-0.

140

141

142 2. Memorandum of Understanding with Washington County Regarding the Herreid Property

143 Conservation Easement and Acquisition Project

144 Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski to approve the Memorandum of Understanding with

145 Washington County regarding the Herreid property conservation easement and acquisition

146 project. Passed 4-0

147

148 3. Companion Animal Control Service Agreement Pricing Addendum

149 Administrator Moorse stated that the City’s animal control services provider, Companion Animal

150 Control, has not raised its service fees since it was established in 2011. They are now increasing their
151 monthly retainer fee based on city population. Afton’s monthly retainer will increase from $70 per

152 month to $130 per month. In addition, Companion Animal Control is also constructing a new building
153 for impounds that will reduce impound costs. The building is planned to be completed in 2025.

154 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve the Animal Control Service Agreement Pricing

155 Addendum. Passed 4-0.

156

157 4. Meadow Ridge CPL Grant

158 Administrator Moorse stated that the Washington Conservation District (WCD) would like to pursue a

3
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CPL grant through the MN DNR to continue the native vegetation restoration work at Meadow Ridge.
The grant would involve an agreement with the City similar to the current CPL agreements between the
City and the WCD. The amount of the grant request would be approximately $30,000, with the City
providing a 10% match.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to provide support for a CPL grant to continue the native
vegetation restoration work at Meadow Ridge, with a grant match of approximately $3,000 by the
City. Passed 4-0.

5. Afton House and Lumberyard Pub 2025 Liquor License Renewals

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve the 2025 Liquor License renewals for the Afton St.
Croix Company dba Afton House Inn and BJS Restaurants LL.C. dba Lumberyard Pub. Passed
4-0.

6. Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Relief Association Request for a Pension Benefit Increase — Resolution
2024-39
(Taken earlier out of order)

D. Committee Reports —

1. Public Works — no report

2. Personnel — no report

3. Parks — Council member Perkins reported they met last night.

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — Continuing work on the walking tour.

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater — discussion on pfas and greenway corridors at the last meet-
ing.

6. Ag Preservation Committee — no report

7. Police Services Liaisons — no report

11. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A.

moow

@m

Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — Council member Perkins continues to get questions regarding light-
ing.

Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — no report

Ward 3 Council Member Ross — no report

Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report

Mayor Palmquist — Mayor Palmquist stated he would like to have the MN Dept of Health come talk
about pfas.

City Attorney Radio — no report

City Administrator Moorse — several work session items have been discussed tonight so the work ses-
sion will be rescheduled to early December.

12. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to adjourn. Passed 4-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:33 PM

Respectfully submitted by:

JY

Julie Yoho, City Clerk
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