
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

  November 17, 2020 6 

Afton City Hall 7 

3033 St. Croix Trail 8 

Afton, MN 55001 9 

7:00 P.M. 10 

 11 

 12 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist 13 

 14 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was not recited.   15 

 16 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, Stan 17 

Ross.  A Quorum was present.  The meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   18 

ALSO PRESENT:   City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak 19 

 20 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – 21 

Remove item 9c1, move 9b1 to work session, 9c9 add item “update on zoning enforcement staffing”, add 22 

item 9b5 “Afton creek update”, remove “Highland fee increase”, add item “Council Liaison.”  23 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To approve the agenda for the November 17, 2020 Regular City Council 24 

meeting with change noted.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  25 

 26 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   27 
A.  Motion/Second    Palmquist/Ross To approve the minutes of the February 18, 2020 City Council 28 

Meeting. Roll call: 3 aye, 2 abstain (Nelson, Perkins) passed 3-0-1.    29 
 30 

B-E.  Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist To approve the minutes of the October 20 City Council Meeting, 31 

September 28, 2020 Special City Council Meeting, September 28, 2020 City Council Work Session and 32 

the November 5, 2020 City Council Work Session. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.    33 

 34 
6.   PUBLIC INPUT – 35 

 none 36 

 37 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 38 

A.  Sheriff’s Report  39 

Wroblewski reported that 2 pursuits occurred in town with motorcycles. 40 

 41 

B.  Tom Niedzwiecki Budget Report (written report)  42 

Tom Niedzwiecki provided an update, there currently is a favorable variance due to increase in building 43 

permits, less staff expense and public works savings.  44 

 45 

C.  Lower St Croix Fire District Report 46 

No report  47 

 48 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 49 

A.  Just and Correct Claims 50 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – OCTOBER – Resolution 2020-50   51 

C. Extension of the Declaration of Local Emergency – Resolution 2020-51 52 

Motion/Second  Palmquist/Nelson  To approve consent agenda and Resolutions 2020-50, 2020-51.  Roll 53 

call: All aye, passed 5-0. 54 

 55 

9.   CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 56 

A.  Planning Commission Report   57 
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1. Pamela D Neary Trust application for Minor Subdivision at 1033 Indian Trail Path – Resolution 2020-58 

52 59 

Chair Koptizke reported that the Planning Commission recommended approval. The northern part of the 60 

parcel will be donated to Belwin 61 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve Resolution 2020-52 Pamela D Neary Trust Minor 62 

Subdivision at 1033 Indian Trail Path.  Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.   63 

 64 

2.  FOC Subdivision Sketch plan  65 

Chair Kopitzke reported that the main concerns of the Planning Commission were water runoff, views 66 

from behind the property, and concern that owners realize there will be no sewer hookup there.  67 

City Planner Bob Kirmis answered questions 68 

Council member Wroblewski asked if review of initial development occurred (report from Army Corps 69 

of Engineers (not yet). The 18% slope near Sav-a-Tree was a concern area, also substantial screening will 70 

be needed between neighbor’s property.  Water management was big concern.  71 

Council member Perkins asked if the land dedication area for the trail may be better off of Manning, 72 

separate from shoulder (this is in process of planning).  73 

Council member Nelson stated he would appreciate a plan bringing trail off Hudson road.  74 

Council member Ross stated there has been discussion of the amount of use trails would get in the area at 75 

the Parks meeting.  76 

Mayor Palmquist stated a trail off Hudson road would be a priority as connector to St. Croix trail.   77 

Jim Gasperini stated that two lots are planned to be solar farm, other intended uses are more business 78 

related. Hope to get momentum for trail.  Project is in engineering now, construction in spring. 79 

 80 

3.  Concept plan for Open Space Preservation Subdivision with Shared Driveways 81 

Chair Kopitzke stated that the Planning Commission agreed that the concept could work out with:  82 

 a maintenance agreement for the driveway 83 

 a multi-party legal way to prevent further sub-division 84 

 the number of lots allowed on a shared driveway is limited 85 

 a park dedication is required   86 

 a minimum driveway width is required based on the number of lots to be served 87 

Mayor Palmquist stated this could be a way to meet the city’s goal of preserve large open space.  88 

Council member Nelson would like to limit to two homes per driveway.  89 

Council member Perkins asked if there was a reason to limit to two?  90 

Chair Kopitzke stated it becomes more complex to allow three vs two This concept is easy way for 91 

landowner to divide and pass land down.  92 

Council member Wroblewski agreed with limit of two. Concern over density in quarter-quarter section, 93 

could this exceed?  94 

Discussion was held on the 10th St concept plan  95 

Council member Wroblewski asked for maps that would show the quarter-quarter lines and zoning lines 96 

in the area.  97 

Moorse stated that the northern portion is RR with small lots, remainder is 4 large lots in AG. Question is 98 

how to calculate. 99 

Council member Wroblewski asked why 10th street never went all the way through when created. 100 

Mayor Palmquist stated he did not want to see small lots, Council member Nelson agreed.  101 

Draft ordinance language will be developed for next month.  102 

 103 

B.   Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report) 104 

1. Payment application No. 5 for downtown Landscaping Improvements  105 

City Engineer Jeff Pearson stated that Pay Application No. 5 for the Downtown Landscaping 106 

Improvements has been submitted by Great Northern Landscapes to the city covering the last 107 

replacement items that were still under warranty. The contractor has supplied the necessary 108 
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paperwork needed prior to a final payment and the 1% retainage can be reduced. The Pay 109 

Application reflects a reduction in retainage but still withholds $1,000 until spring of 2021 to 110 

monitor condition of the newly planted trees.   111 

Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to approve payment of Application No. 5 for Downtown 112 

Improvements to Great Northern Landscapes in the amount of $ 3,881.50.  113 
Council member Wroblewski stated we need to make sure that all the trees under warranty have 114 

been replaced.  115 

Council member Ross stated that two trees were marked, the caution tape is gone, unsure if 116 

replaced.   117 

Council member Nelson suggested withdrawing motion until we find out if trees were replaced. 118 

Mayor Palmquist friendly amendment to hold check until we have confirmation that the trees 119 

were replaced. (accepted) Roll call: all aye passed 5-0.   120 
 121 

2.  FEMA Flood Certification update 122 

City Engineer Jeff Pearson reported that the process is underway. Initial review period ended 123 

11/12/20.  WSB received a letter dated 11/16, requesting 9 additional items for review which are 124 

being submitted.  125 

Council member Ross will continue to work with Jeff.   126 

 127 

3.  2021 Road improvements  128 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to have WSB prepare bid package for 2021 road improvements at 129 

a cost not to exceed $2500.00.  Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.  130 
 131 

4. 2021 Engineering Services Rate Schedule 132 

1.4 % increase in rates  133 

Wroblewski asked if typical to increase contracts every year 134 

 Moorse – depends on contract, some are annual, some are 3 or 5 yr.  135 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve rate increase of 1.4%  for WSB services for 2021.  Roll 136 

call:  all aye, passed 5-0.   137 
 138 

5. Afton Creek Preserve update 139 

Engineer Pearson provided an update. The draft easement document is under review.  The    140 

developer was unhappy with bids that came in for asphalt on 60th, road is not paved yet.  141 

Council member Wroblewski stated it is important that road be completed correctly.  142 

 143 

 144 

C.  Administration – 145 
1.  Use of 5-acre Parcel at Water Treatment site and Conservation Easement  146 

Administrator Moorse stated that a conservation easement will be established to be held by the Belwin 147 

Conservancy over the ten acres of City property directly north of the Stanton property, to protect and 148 

preserve the natural features of the property.  Draft easement language will be brought in December.  149 

2. Preservation/Acquisition of property at 14020 Valley Creek  150 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary: The property that includes the parcels at 14020 and 14040 151 

Valley Creek Trail as well as two adjacent vacant parcels to the east, has a substantial length of Valley 152 

Creek running through it.  The owners of the property want to sell the property, but would like to 153 

preserve it by selling it to a public entity that would protect and preserve the property, particularly the 154 

trout stream.  The property owners have contacted the Washington County Land and Water Legacy 155 

Program regarding the acquisition of the land.  The County has asked whether the protection of this 156 

property is a high priority for Afton, and whether the City would be interested in owning the land if 157 

sufficient funding sources were available. The City has indicated the protection of the property is a high 158 
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priority and the City would be interested in owning the land if the City could assure that Valley Creek 159 

could be adequately protected under public ownership.  160 

Council member Ross stated that the museum board met and is researching the property. They are 161 

interested in preserving the historic portion of property.    162 

Council member Wroblewski asked if there are grants to pay for the city portion?  163 

Administrator Moorse stated we would pursue sources of funding.   164 

Council member Perkins asked about acreage.   165 

Administrator Moorse replied 10 south, 10 north. Who will manage city portion has not been 166 

determined.  167 

Mayor Palmquist asked how can Belwin and the museum work together in partnership? 168 

Katie Bloom, Belwin, stated their interest is to protect Valley Creek.  169 

Mayor Palmquist stated we will come back in December with public engagement and other plans.  170 

Council member Wroblewski stated she would like to see quiet, no large groups, the conservation part is 171 

important. Limit public access. Disagrees with acquiring it before figuring out access control.  172 

Council member Nelson stated that long term protection is a priority.   173 

Council member Ross stated that the intent would be that the parcel could be closed with dates available 174 

for use / invitation / limited use.   175 

Motion/Second Perkins/Palmquist move to continue investigating the opportunity for Belwin and 176 

Afton Historical society to collaborate on this property. Roll call:  all aye, passed 5-0. 177 
 178 

3.  Ordinance Amendment regarding screening of Accessory Buildings 09-2020 179 

Moorse provided a draft Ordinance Amendment regarding screening requirements for accessory 180 

buildings on lakefront and streamfront lots.   181 

Council member Wroblewski asked why lakefront is being treated differently, it seems rural properties 182 

should be the same.  183 

Council member Nelson stated the language looks good overall.   184 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to send draft ordinance to Planning Commission for feedback. 185 

Public hearing will be held when there is a final draft. Roll call:  all aye, passed 5-0.     186 

 187 

4.  Ordinance Amendment to add Small Project Permit Requirement to Prevent Damage to City Streets 188 

by Private Contractors, Ordinance 10-2020 189 

Administrator Moorse stated that the purpose of the ordinance is to enable the City to receive 190 

notification of construction projects prior to the start of construction activities so that the City is able to 191 

communicate with the property owner and/or contractor regarding a construction project prior to the 192 

start to prevent damage to public streets caused by construction activities.   193 

Council member Nelson asked if it will impact agricultural uses? 194 

Mayor Palmquist stated it should exclude agriculture.   195 

Council member Ross stated it should focus on haulers.  196 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve Ordinance 10-2020 with amendment to exclude 197 

agricultural activities.  Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.  198 

 199 

5. Emergency Operations Update 200 

Administrator Moorse provided an update.  The chambers dais is being built.    201 

Mayor Palmquist and Ken Johnson Public Works discussed the difficulties keeping the park bathroom 202 

open due to worker safety and cleaning concerns.    203 

Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to close bathroom for the next few months and revisit in 204 

March. Roll call:  all aye, passed 5-0.    205 
Mayor Palmquist stated that with the live streaming equipment that has been installed, the council could 206 

meet in person when the time comes.  Could they meet without public in building using streaming 207 

participation?  208 
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Attorney Knaak replied that with the emergency declaration the council could; as long as we provide for 209 

public access and interaction. This is new technology and has not been defended in court.   210 

 Council member Perkins stated that there should be communication in the newsletter.    211 

 212 

6. Schedule Work Session  213 

Work Session will be scheduled 214 

 215 

7.  Potential extra staffing for zoning enforcement 216 

Administrator Moorse stated he is exploring an option of contracting with City of Cottage Grove for 217 

zoning enforcement.   218 

Attorney Knaak stated that the City of Newport contracts with them and it has worked out well.   219 

 220 

8.  Police Liaison  221 

Administered Moorse stated that we have council liaisons with other groups, Wroblewski suggested we 222 

have council liaison to the sheriff’s dept.  Item will be put on the appointment list for January meeting.   223 

 224 

D. Committee Reports –   225 
1.  Public Works – meeting last week.  Will be adding large culverts to bridge list  226 

2.  Personnel – no report  227 

3.  Parks –  Discussion on trails on the property along the frontage road, no direction yet.  228 

4.  Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – no report  229 

5.  Natural Resources and Groundwater – met to review sketch plan  230 

 231 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 232 

A.  Ward 1 Council Member Perkins –   no report  233 

B.  Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski –  no report  234 

C.  Ward 3 Council Member Ross –   no report  235 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson – noticed that Lake Elmo passed an ordinance regarding protests in 236 

residential neighborhoods   237 

E.   Mayor Palmquist – Attended zoom meeting for energy efficiency   238 

F.   City Attorney Knaak – no report 239 

G.  City Administrator Moorse – no report 240 

 241 

11.  ADJOURN 242 

Motion/Second Nelson/Perkins To adjourn.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0. 243 

  244 
Meeting adjourned at 10:05PM.  245 

 246 

 247 

 248 

Respectfully submitted by: 249 

 250 

    JY  251 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 252 

 253 

 254 

 255 

Approved by Council December 15, 2020 as (check one):  Presented: ___X_____ Amended:      ______ 256 

 257 

 258 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 259 


