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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPEROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
November 16, 2021

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 P.M.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

8.

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, Stan
Ross. A Quorum was present.
ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak, City Clerk Julie Yoho

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

Add item 9c7 “street lights”

Motion/Second Nelson/Ross To approve the agenda for the November 16, 2021 Regular City Council
meeting. All aye, passed 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. October 19, 2021 Regular City Council Meeting

B. November 1, 2021 Special City Council Meeting

Council member Wroblewski noted several spelling corrections in both minutes.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski To approve minutes of the October 19, 2021 and the November
1, 2021 Special Meeting, with spelling corrections noted. All aye, passed 5-0.

PUBLIC INPUT -
none

REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —
A. Presentation of 2021 MN Small City “Legislative Champions” Award to Senator Karla Bigham
The Legislative Champion Award was presented to Senator Bigham.

B. Sherift’s Report
Written report in packet

C. Bob Craggs, Lower St Croix Valley Community Foundation, Afton-Lakeland School Playground
Presented later in the evening

D. City Accountants Budget Report
Written report in packet

E. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
No report

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers -OCTOBER — Resolution 2021-69

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2021-69. Roll
call: all aye, passed 5-0.

9. CITY COUNCIL BUISINESS

A. Planning Commission Report
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59 No report because there was no Planning Commission meeting in November due to there being no
60 zoning applications.
61
62 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)
63 1. Project updates
64 Jeff Pearson, City Engineer provided an update on the business park roadways which have been
65 completed.
66
67 2. 2022 rate schedule
68 Jeff Pearson provided the proposed rate schedule for 2022. Rate increase of 4% is requested.
69 Council member Wroblewski asked what other firms are asking for.
70 Council member Perkins asked what is a typical annual increase, aside from last year which was
71 unusual.
72 Pearson replied historically it has been 2.5 -3%.
73 Mayor Palmquist suggested placing the item on the agenda for December after checking market rates.
74 Council member Nelson asked about the Amazon building and the traffic plans there. Also would like to
75 know if 94 being resurfaced next year.
76 Mayor Palmquist asked about signs on Odell and if they have been effective.
77 Jeff Pearson stated dump trucks and large vehicles are using 60™
78 Council member Wroblewski suggested adding a sign on 50" heading westbound.
79
80 C. Administration —
81 1. Five Oaks Family Farm Variance Extension request
82 Administrator Moorse stated that the request is for the extension of two timelines related to the
83 Minor Subdivision and Variance approved for Five Oaks Family Farm at 120 and 502 Stagecoach
84 Trail.
85 Tom Radio, attorney for applicant was present for questions.
86 Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to allow compliance with the conditions of Resolution 2020-13 be
87 extended to February 18, 2022 for recording of the Minor Subdivision and Variance and to
88 February 18, 2023, for the donation of Parcel 3 to Belwin to enable the park dedication fee to
89 be waived. All aye, passed 4-0-1 (Nelson abstain)
90
91 2. Solid Waste and Recycling services RFP & Contract
92 Administrator Moorse provided a summary of the process: In response to the City’s Request for
93 Proposals for solid waste and recycling services, two proposals were received - from Highland
94 Sanitation and from Republic Services. Washington County Public Health and Environment staff
95 and the County’s solid waste and recycling RFP consultant provided very substantial assistance to
96 City staff in the review and analysis of the proposals, particularly the pricing proposals. The solid
97 waste and recycling services RFP review team (Council members Ross and Perkins) based on the
98 proposal review process and criteria, has reached a unanimous consensus that Highland Sanitation is
99 the preferred hauler, and agreement has been reached on a final contract with a term beginning on
100 January 1, 2022 and ending on June 30, 2026.
101 Council member Nelson asked about 2 yard dumpster service as he did not see it listed.
102 Bobby, Highland Sanitation, stated it will be added to the list, there are currently two in the city.
103 Council member Ross stated that driveway service requests may increase due to demographics in
104 the city, this is a nice continuation of service.
105 Bobby stated that driveway service is when small trucks go up the driveway for pick up (not
106 recycling).
107 Council member Ross asked if new customers can be added for this service (yes its available).
108
109
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110

111 Motion/Second Perkins/Ross to approve the amended version of Highland Sanitation’s

112 proposal for providing solid waste and recycling services, and to approve the contract and
113 reflecting the proposed pricing in the amended version. All aye, passed 5-0.

114

115 3. Lower St Croix Valley Community playground

116 Kari K, Ward 1 resident & member of PTA; provided information on The Lower St. Croix Valley
117 Community Foundation. They are raising funds to replace the play equipment at the Afton Lakeland
118 Elementary School, and have a funding gap of $15,000.

119 Council member Ross asked if the other communities are contributing (Lakeland just promised 5k)
120 Kari stated the School District will provide surface, but not the equipment.

121 Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to provide $5,000.00 in funding for the Afton-Lakeland School
122 playground equipment upgrade.

123 Palmquist - Friendly amendment (accepted) to take $1000 from the gaming and park

124 maintenance fund; balance from budgeted maintenance fund.

125 Vote: all aye, passed 5-0.

126

127 4. Afton House Liquor License renewal for 2022

128 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve the 2022 Liquor License renewal for the Afton
129 St. Croix Company dba Afton House Inn.

130 Council member Nelson noted they failed a Sheriff’s Department alcohol compliance check in
131 August by serving alcohol to a minor.

132 Mayor Palmquist stated that the sheriff signed off on the liquor license renewal; appears to have
133 been an isolated incident.

134 Attorney Knaak stated that the license can be reevaluated next year if it happens again.

135 Council member Ross stated that there should be three licenses here, not one.

136 Motion Vote: 4 aye, 1 nay (Ross) Passed 4-1.

137

138 5. Discuss Holiday gathering

139 It was decided not to hold a gathering this year

140

141 6. Schedule work session

142 A date will be determined for a work session.

143

144 7. Street light update

145 Council member Ross stated that a centralized system to dim the street lights has been deemed
146 feasible. Estimated cost is $11,500.

147 Mayor Palmquist asked if there is an issue with waiting on this, in terms of cost.

148 Council member Perkins would like to talk to residents. Has there been any feedback from suppliers
149 on availability?

150 Council member Ross stated they are currently in stock.

151 Council member Nelson stated that this is a public works issue; should have been a committee
152 recommendation. Would like input from downtown residents.

153 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to put notice about the proposed light dimming in the
154 Newsletter and ask for feedback. All aye, passed 5-0.

155

156

157

158

159

160
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D.

Committee Reports —

1. Public Works — Council member Ross reported on the critter crossing, which is done and there is
evidence that deer have been using it to pass under the bridge.

2. Personnel — no report

3. Parks — Council member Perkins reported on the last meeting. Plantings were reviewed and plans
made for next year. Two new members were welcomed.

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater — no report

6. Police Services Liaisons — Council member Wroblewski reported that Sgt Lambardi is moving on,
a new liaison will be coming in December.

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report
B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — Ag Preservation Committee meeting was held, went well.
Next meeting will be Dec 13.
C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross — will be attending the next meeting remotely
D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report
E. Mayor Palmquist — there has been interest in an industrial lot
F. City Attorney Knaak — Fleetwood trial has been rescheduled for next week
G. City Administrator Moorse — no report
11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To adjourn. All aye, passed 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.
Respectfully submitted by:
Jy
Julie Yoho, City Clerk
Approved by Council December 21, 2021 as (check one): Presented: __ x Amended:
Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




