
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

  November 15, 2022  6 

Afton City Hall 7 

3033 St. Croix Trail 8 

Afton, MN 55001 9 

7:00 P.M. 10 

 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:03pm  12 

 13 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   14 

 15 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Stan Ross, Randy Nelson; Lucia Wroblewski & 16 

Annie Perkins via Zoom; Perkins present for last half of meeting.   A Quorum was present.   17 

ALSO PRESENT:   Planning Commission Vice Chair Sally Doherty, City Engineer Jeff Pearson, City 18 

Attorney Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse 19 

 20 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  21 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson To approve the agenda for the November 15, 2022 Regular City Council 22 

meeting.  Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0.  23 

 24 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES    25 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve the minutes of the Special City Council meeting. Roll call: 26 

All aye, passed 4-0.   27 

 28 

6.   PUBLIC INPUT –  29 

 Andrea Shotzko, Neal Ave S, spoke in support of having an ice rink.  30 

 31 

Nicholas Livingston spoke in support of having ice rink in town this year.  32 

 33 

Bob Dickie spoke in support of ice rink. Also read letter of support from Joel Jensen .  34 

  35 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 36 

A.  Sheriff’s Report  37 

Deputy was present for questions. He stated there has been more garbage dumping in the area. If residents 38 

see anything, please report. Also, snowbirds can alert the sheriff that they’ll be out of town.  39 

 40 

B.  City Accountants Budget Report  41 

Report in packet.   42 

 43 

C.  Lower St Croix Fire District Report 44 

No report 45 

 46 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 47 

A. Just and Correct Claims 48 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – October  - Resolution 2022-55 49 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson  To approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2022-55.  Roll Call:  50 

All aye, passed 4-0.  51 

 52 

9.  CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 53 

A. Planning Commission Report   54 

1.  Charles and Susan Hipp Minor Subdivision Application at 1217 Indian Trail South for a Lot Line 55 

Rearrangement – Resolution 2022-56  56 
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Vice Chair Sally Doherty provided a summary of the application which is for a lot line rearrangement 57 

which does not create any additional lots.   58 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve Resolution 2022-56 approving the Charles and Susan 59 

Hipp Minor Subdivision Application at 1217 Indian Trail South for a Lot Line Rearrangement.  60 

Mayor Palmquist include the staff report and application into the record.  61 

Roll call:  All Aye, Passed 4-0.  62 

(Staff report attached at end of minutes)  63 

 64 

2.  Nickolas and Jennifer Tamburo Variance Application at 14648 57th Street South to Add a Small 65 

Addition to the Existing House – Resolution 2022-57 66 

Vice Chair Doherty summarized the application which is for a variance to the side setback to allow for 67 

an addition to the existing house.  68 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve Resolution 2022-57 the Nickolas and Jennifer Tamburo 69 

Variance Application at 14648 57th Street South to add a small addition to the existing House. 70 

Council member Wroblewski asked about screening on west side and asked if the neighbor has been 71 

contacted  72 

Vice Chair Doherty stated that yes, the neighbor was notified. The applicant spoke to neighbor and will 73 

be leaving as many trees as possible. The addition can’t be seen from road. 74 

Roll Call: All aye, passed 4-0.    75 

 76 

3.  Ziton Variance Application at 4102 River Road to Replace an Existing Retaining Wall – Resolution 77 

– 2022-51 78 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary. Additional info from the DNR has been provided. The DNR 79 

felt that details are needed to evaluate any replacement retaining wall design. Corrugated steel sheet pil-80 

ing, if that is the product chosen, would interfere with the natural appearance of the shoreline in his 81 

opinion. The Zitons are still proposing a steel wall painted charcoal.  82 

Council member Nelson is supportive of the project 83 

Council member Wroblewski stated that this has been tabled in the past for more engineering plans and 84 

options, she hasn’t seen any changes except for the paint. Nothing has changed and we don’t have 85 

additional information. Will not support. 86 

Kim Ziton, applicant, stated she can provide structural engineer information, but didn’t want to if the 87 

project is getting shut down.   88 

Council member Ross asked what alternatives there are; did the DNR suggest any? 89 

Administrator Moorse replied the DNR did not provide alternatives, just stated the steel retaining wall 90 

doesn’t provide natural character. 91 

Council member Wroblewski stated that it’s not the DNRs job to develop a plan for the applicant. She is 92 

reluctant to approve anything without DNR approval in the river way.  93 

Mayor Palmquist stated the DNR was ok with replacement but was negative on the materials.  94 

Council member Wroblewski agreed the wall needs replacing; would like other options. 95 

Kim Ziton asked about using sheet pile and face with wood that could be painted natural color. 96 

Mayor Palmquist stated he would prefer no paint; natural rock.  97 

Applicant will look at rock options  98 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to table item until the applicant has a revised plan.  Roll call: all 99 

aye passed 4-0. 100 

 101 
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 102 

5. Draft Language for a Comprehensive Plan Amendment Regarding Dwelling Units in 103 

Commercial Buildings in the VHS-C Zone.   104 

Vice Chair Doherty stated that the planning commission discussion centered around recommended 105 

revising the draft language to make it more general, and recommended that more detailed regulations to 106 

clarify the general policy direction of the Comprehensive Plan amendment should be provided through 107 

the Zoning Code 108 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to send the draft Comprehensive Plan amendment language for a 109 

public hearing and Planning Commission review and recommendation. All aye, passed 4-0.   110 

 111 

6. Ordinance Amendment Regarding Nature Center Definition – Ordinance 03-2022 112 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary: The revised ordinance amendment with language provided 113 

by the City Attorney that eliminates the language regarding “non-commercial”, and clarifies the ability 114 

to charge fees for items such as merchandise, food, and special events.   115 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson adoption of Ordinance 03-2022, an ordinance amendment to 116 

add a definition of Nature Center. Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.  117 

 118 

7. Draft Amendment to the Solar Energy System Ordinance Regarding the Maximum Size of a 119 

Ground-mounted Residential Solar Array   120 

Vice Chair Doherty stated that the planning commission generally felt the ordinance could be updated to 121 

keep up with the better technology.   122 

Administrator Moorse stated that the key revision in the draft ordinance amendment is that it replaces 123 

the current square footage size limitations in subsection F for fully screened solar arrays in the Rural 124 

Residential and Agricultural zoning districts.  These are replaced with an overall size limitation that 125 

allows an array of a size that provides up to 120% of the documented energy usage on the property, 126 

subject to statutory and/or public utility power generation restrictions.  The ordinance amendment also 127 

retains the overall size limitation of 40kW (Kilowatts) for all residential applications. 128 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to send the draft Solar Energy Systems ordinance 129 

amendment regarding residential solar array size restrictions, and to refer the ordinance 130 

amendment to the Planning Commission for a public hearing and a recommendation.  Roll call: 131 

all aye, passed 4-0. 132 

 133 

Council member Perkins joined the meeting 134 

 135 

8.  Groundwater Protection 136 

Vice Chair Doherty stated that the next meeting with the NRGC will be on Nov 28th. 137 

 138 

B.   Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report) 139 

1. Project Updates (verbal) 140 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer stated that the business park and St Joseph Pines roads are complete and 141 

both just have a few punch list items left to complete. 142 

 143 

2. 2023 WSB Rate Schedule 144 

A rate proposal increase was proposed to all clients for 2023.  145 

 146 

C. Administration – 147 

1. Canvass 2022 City Election Results  148 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to certify the results of the 2022 City Election. Roll call: All 149 
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aye, passed 5-0. 150 

 151 

2. Afton Creek Preserve Incomplete Items 152 

An update was provided regarding the Oak Savannah restoration activities; a burn was completed.  153 

Attorney Tom Radio provided an update on the drainage & utility easement which has continuing 154 

discussion.  155 

 156 

3. Skating Rink in Town Square Park 157 

Administrator Moorse provided summary of the proposal recommended by the parks committee 158 

which is to purchase materials needed for the rink and have the installation done by volunteers. 159 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve up to $2500 for purchase of materials for ice rink 160 

with installation by volunteers as organized by the Parks Committee.   161 

Council member Wroblewski thanked the volunteer group.  162 

Council member Ross expressed concern about what will happen next year, if there will be 163 

volunteers again. 164 

Council member Perkins stated that she doesn’t feel we should depend on volunteers for the future. 165 

Could park funds be used on an annual basis.  166 

Mayor Palmquist stated the park dedication funds cannot be used for ongoing costs; but can use for 167 

capital.  168 

Council member Perkins stated we should also keep larger size if possible.  169 

Bob Dickie, parks committee, stated the slope in the park is ultimately determining the rink size.   170 

Roll Call: All aye, passed 5-0 171 

 172 

4. City Road and Ditch Cleanup Program from the Parks Committee  173 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary: At the October 26, 2022 Parks Committee meeting, 174 

Angela Tangen presented information regarding a city road and ditch cleanup program called CARD 175 

(Clean Afton Roads and Ditches).  The CARD program is a volunteer-based program with the 176 

following goals: 177 

• Clean roads throughout the Afton community 178 

• Engage Local Residents 179 

• Engage Corporate Community (sponsorship) 180 

• Focus on Sustainability 181 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to adopt the Clean Afton Roads and Ditches (CARD) 182 

program. Roll call:  All aye, passed 5-0.  183 

 184 

5. 2023 Meeting Schedule for Regular Council and Planning Commission Meetings – Resolution 2022-185 

58 186 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve the 2023 Meeting Schedule for Regular Council and 187 

Planning Commission Meetings. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  188 

 189 

6.  Afton House and Lumberyard Pub 2023 Liquor License Renewals 190 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve the 2023 liquor licenses for the Afton House 191 

and Lumberyard Pub. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  192 

 193 

7.  Park Bench Locations 194 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve a bench to be located near the Kelles Creek bridge 195 

and near the sidewalk on the east side of St. Croix Trail, and approving a bench to be located 196 

near Kelles Creek on the south side of the levee, but closer to the tree line of Steamboat Park. 197 

Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.    198 

 199 

8.  Schedule Council Work Session  200 
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A meeting will be scheduled 201 

 202 

9.  Wirecast update (added) 203 

The Wirecast software that runs the Council Chambers A/V system is an older version that is in need 204 

of an upgrade.  205 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve an upgrade to the Wirecast software through a 206 

subscription at an annual cost of $600.  Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0. 207 

 208 

D. Committee Reports –   209 

1. Public Works – no report  210 

2. Personnel – no report  211 

3. Parks – Perkins reported that at the last meeting the committee discussed forming a subcommittee to 212 

develop “share the road” signs   213 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – no report  214 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater –  no report 215 

6. Ag Preservation Committee –  no report  216 

7. Police Services Liaisons –   Illegal dumping and speeding issues were discussed 217 

  218 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 219 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins –  no report  220 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski – no report 221 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – no report 222 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson – no report 223 

E. Mayor Palmquist – no report 224 

F. City Attorney Radio – no report 225 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no repot  226 

 227 

 228 

11.  ADJOURN 229 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to adjourn.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.   230 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:08 pm 231 

 232 

 233 

 234 

 235 

Respectfully submitted by: 236 

 237 

      238 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 239 

 240 

 241 

 242 

Approved by Council December 20, 2022 as (check one):  Presented: ___X_____ Amended:      ______ 243 

 244 

 245 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 246 


























