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1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 p.m. by Mayor Palmquist. 11 

 12 

2. ROLL CALL:  Council Members Randy Nelson, Stan Ross, Lucia Wroblewski and Annie Perkins and 13 

Mayor Bill Palmquist. A Quorum was present.  City Administrator Ron Moorse and City Attorney Fritz 14 

Knaak were also present.  15 

 16 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  17 

Motion/Second: Ross/Perkins.  To approve the agenda for the November 1, 2021 City Council Special 18 

Meeting.  Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.  19 

 20 

4.   CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS  21 

A. Afton Creek Preserve Incomplete Items  22 

The Council discussed whether the developer had cured the events of default concerning incomplete 23 

items that were reflected in Resolution 2021-61, which was approved at the October 4, 2021 Special 24 

Council meeting.   25 

 26 

The Council also discussed additional incomplete items.  The developer agreed that, by the spring of 27 

2022, the easement for the draintile draining Pond 7 would be acquired or an engineered plan for an 28 

alternative solution would be provided. 29 

 30 

The Council directed that the developer needs to get on the same page with Sue Steinwall of the 31 

Minnesota Land Trust and Landbridge Ecological, the developer’s contractor, regarding the need to 32 

reseed the area of the trail system, including clarifying whether the Habitat Management Plan for the 33 

conservation easement requires the reseeding.  The developer is then to begin to mow the trail system 34 

in the spring/early summer of 2022.   35 

   36 

The Council discussed the screening of the remaining houses along the eastern property line of the 37 

development from houses to be built on the eastern lots of the development.  The Council directed that, 38 

because the need for and location of screening will not be known until the new houses are built, the 39 

unbuilt lots must be flagged in the City’s property files to require that building permit approvals must 40 

be conditioned upon providing adequate screening of the new houses. 41 

 42 

The Council discussed whether the developer had cured the events of default that were listed in 43 

Resolution 2021-61, which was approved at the October 4, 2021 Special Council meeting.  Because the 44 

developer had completed all incomplete items with the exception of the borrow pit and root cellar 45 

work, and because the developer had provided a signed contract with Landbridge Ecological to 46 

complete this work in the spring of 2022, the Council agreed the default had been cured. 47 

 48 

Motion/Second:  Palmquist/Nelson.  To find that the events of default as set out in Resolution 49 

2021-61 have been cured.    Roll Call:  All Ayes.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 50 

 51 

B. Solid Waste and Recycling Services 52 

Moorse explained that the process of finalizing contract language and pricing schedules was 53 

complex and requiring more time than anticipated.  Therefore, the review team was not bringing a 54 
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final contract for the Council’s consideration. Rather, a final contract would be brought to the 55 

November 16 Council meeting for the Council’s consideration.  There was no discussion, or action 56 

taken, by the Council. 57 

 58 

C. Safe Critter Crossing  59 

Council member Ross updated the Council regarding the critter crossing plan and status. The City 60 

has been working with Washington County on providing a safe crossing for wildlife at the bridge 61 

over Valley Creek on St. Croix Trail north of the Old Village.  Washington County has provided 62 

necessary engineering detail for the plan and has obtained approval of the plan from the Valley 63 

Branch Watershed District and the DNR.   64 

 65 

In a meeting on October 26 between City officials and staff and County officials and staff, it was 66 

determined that a critter crossing on one side of Valley Creek would be constructed this fall and a 67 

crossing on the other side of Valley Creek would be installed next spring.  At the meeting, the 68 

County agreed to provide and deliver the necessary class 5 aggregate for the critter crossing, and to 69 

provide traffic control during the process of unloading the aggregate.   70 

 71 

The City representatives agreed that, if approved by the Council, the City would pay the cost of a 72 

contractor spreading and compacting the aggregate to create the critter crossing.  The cost of this 73 

work for a crossing on one side of the creek had been estimated at $5,000.   A price quote from 74 

Croixcavating was provided with a cost of $3,294.  Because the City was responsible for providing 75 

erosion control measures and due to other uncertainties, it was agreed that an overall cost should be 76 

approved at a not-to exceed number of $5,000.   77 

Motion/Second:  Palmquist/Ross.  To approve the Critter Crossing Project on one side of the 78 

creek at a cost not to exceed $5,000.  Roll Call:  All Ayes.  Motion passed 5-0-0. 79 

D. Downtown Lighting 80 

Moorse explained that Council member Stan Ross and Public Works Supervisor Ken Johnson have 81 

been working to identify and review options for enabling automated dimming of the street lights in 82 

the Old Village area.   83 

 84 

Council member Ross provided an update regarding potential dimming options, but indicated 85 

additional information is needed. 86 

 87 

Council member Perkins indicated concerns regarding the effect of the lighting on nature/wildlife, 88 

and suggested the intensity of the light should be based on research regarding the impacts on 89 

wildlife.   90 

 91 

Council member Wroblewski indicated the reduction in intensity needs to be balanced with 92 

providing sufficient light for safety. 93 

 94 

Council member Nelson indicated he is not in support of spending more money on the lighting.  95 

The lights have been in place for several years.   96 

 97 

Mayor Palmquist indicated that while there was testing of brightness with two light fixtures, the 98 

intensity of the light with 26 fixtures is too bright, and he would be supportive of a reasonable-cost 99 

dimming solution. 100 

 101 

Council member Perkins requested that staff provide luminosity specifications for the existing 102 

lights. 103 

 104 

It was also suggested that Washington County should be updated on any plans to dim the lights, 105 

particularly at intersections. 106 
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 107 

5.  ADJOURN 108 

Motion/Second: Ross/Wroblewski. To adjourn at 5:57 p.m.  Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.  109 

  110 

 111 

Respectfully submitted by: 112 

 113 

      114 

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator 115 

 116 

 117 

Approved by Council on November 16, 2021 as (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      ______ 118 

 119 

 120 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 121 


