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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Work Session Minutes
November 6, 2024

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:45 P.M.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:42 by Mayor Palmquist.

2. ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist and Council Members Randy Nelson, Stan Ross, Lucia Wroblewski and
Annie Perkins. A Quorum was present. Also present was City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Tom
Radio and Karen Wiess, member of the Ag Preservation Committee.

3. Motion/Second: Ross/Wroblewski. To approve the agenda for the November 6, 2024 City Council Work
Session. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.

4. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Update and Discussion Regarding Rusty Bucket Acres
Moorse explained that the Council, at its September 17, 2024 meeting, denied the application for a CUP for a
Nature Center for Rusty Bucket Acres. The Council also advised the applicant that, while allowing visitors on the
property is allowed, the activity cannot rise to the level of a business enterprise. The Council also expressed
concern that the website and non-profit organization have caused the Rusty Bucket Acres operation to rise to the
level of a business enterprise vs a residential use. Moorse also explained that he had two extended discussions
with the property owners, but was not able to make progress toward a shared understanding regarding an
acceptable way for Rusty Bucket Acres to operate. The Council and the Rusty Bucket Acres representatives
shared their perspectives, concerns and interests but were not able to move toward agreement regarding an
allowable way for the Rusty Bucket Acres to operate

B. Ag Preservation Ordinance
Moorse explained that a task force of the Ag Preservation Committee has developed a draft Ag Conservation

Development ordinance that is similar to the PLCD ordinance, except that it requires 50% of the land to be placed
into a conservation easement that requires the land to be used for ag uses. The Council discussed the key
elements of the draft Ag Conservation Development Ordinance, and provided feedback regarding moving the
ordinance forward.

C. Updates Regarding Cannabis Ordinance

Moorse summarized feedback received from the Planning Commission regarding the development of a cannabis
business regulation ordinance. The Council provided additional feedback to guide the preparationpof a draft
ordinance.

D. City Administrator Updates
There were no City Administrator updates.

5. ADJOURN
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Afton City Council
work session APPROED
November 6, 2024

Motion/Second: Palmquist/Ross. To adjourn at 6:10 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.

Respectfully submitted by:

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

Approved by Council on November 19, 2024 (check one): Presented:

Mayor Bill Palmquist

Amended:

Date




