City of Afton Dashboard
A Summary of Current Happenings

2025 Road Improvement Project Update
¢ Work on 50" Street is completed.

¢ Pulverizing on Valley Creek Trail began the week of September 22 and will be
completed in less than a week.

¢ Paving on Valley Creek Trail is planned to start around October I.
In a small section of Valley Creek Trail located in the area of two culverts, gas lines
are interfering with the planned road work. Renovation of this small section will be
on hold until the utility company reroutes their gas lines and the culverts are re-
placed.

¢ After Valley Creek Trail is completed, the contractor will proceed with
Strawberry Hill and Afton Boulevard Court.

SAR

Low Cost Curbside Mattress Recycling

We are partnering with Ramsey/VWashington Recycling & Energy and Second Chance Recy-
cling to provide curbside mattress and box spring collection in October 2025.

= Your residence must be within the city limits of Afton.

= You must book a date online at the link below. Mattress collection will be available
until all slots are reserved.

= Thereis a $15 fee for the collection and recycling of your mattresses and box springs.
Payment is collected when you reserve your date.

= When you book a date simply have the mattresses and box springs outside
by 7:00am where Second Chance drivers can see them for collection. Please note: if
the day you select is your regular trash day please do not put the mattresses and box
springs on the curb by your waste container to avoid any risk of the hauler taking them
and billing you.

= Weather does not impact the recycling process so don’t worry if it’s raining on your
collection date.

= If you need to change or cancel your collection, simply return to the link and reschedule.
All bookings are attached to your address so they will see the change.

Thank you for making a significant impact on our environment by diverting as
many mattresses and box springs from our landfills as possible.

https://www.secondchancerecyclingmn.com/curbside-collection-program/

October 2025

3033 St. Croix Trail South
P.O. Box 219
Afton, MN 55001
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CITY MEETINGS
October 6, 2025

Planning Commission Meeting
7:00 PM

October 7, 2025

Natural Resources & Groundwater
Committee
5:00 PM

October 8, 2025
Heritage Preservation Commission
6:00 PM

October 13, 2025
Parks Committee
6:00 PM

October 21, 2025
City Council Meeting
7:00 PM

City Council
Mayor: Bill Palmquist 651-308-0569

Ward |: Annie Perkins 651-592-3007
Ward 2: Lucia Wroblewski 651-436-3982
Ward 3: Stan Ross 612-720-6478
Ward 4: Randy Nelson 651-436-2479

City Hall
651-436-5090

City Website
www.ci.afton.mn.us

Important Numbers

Animal Control 715-220-1332
Building Inspector 651-436-6469
Burning Permits 651-436-7033
Environmental Center 651-275-7475
Highland Sanitation 651-458-0043
Otter Lake Animal Care 651-426-8871
Fire Dept 651-436-7033
Sheriff's Dept 651-439-9381

EMERGENCY 911
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Notes from the Mayor

At its September |6 meeting the council approved the preliminary budget and tax levy for 2026. The budget and tax levy must be certi-
fied to the County by the end of September and once passed the levy can be reduced but not increased. The final budget and tax levy will
be adopted after a budget and tax hearing at the December |6 Council meeting.

It was a challenging budget environment this year as costs have increased across the board, something | know we are all seeing in our
personal lives. Among other things we had an increase in the fire department budget of 15% this year. The department is going through
changes to ensure ongoing high quality services and is also focused on long-term financial planning. We are fortunate to have such a dedi-
cated department serving our city. After reviewing an initial larger proposed increase, the council worked with the fire board to arrive at
the lower level and supported this increase. However, that along with other cost increases created a larger tax increase than we wanted
when we applied our normal budget process.

The initial tax levy increase came in at almost 6%. At several work sessions in September the council and staff worked to make expendi-
ture reductions and find additional revenue sources to get that number down to 4.44%. Still higher than we hoped, but a prudent in-
crease to recognize on-going cost increases, to maintain high service quality, and to adequately fund capital improvement needs.

Unlike most of the cities around us, Afton does not get any Local Government Aid (LGA) funding from the State. LGA is something that
most cities get every year, and it is funding that can be relied on from one year to the next. Some of our neighbors up and down the riv-
er get large amounts and are able to use those ongoing, reliable funds as they make their own budgets and long-term forecasts. It is my
hope that the legislature will adjust that LGA payment formula to ensure all cities are included. However, even if that were to happen,
the amount our city would receive would not relieve all of the stress that rising prices have created. But it would help. Until that time,
we will continue to do the best job we can to ensure the city is prepared to meet its obligations and maintain our infrastructure while
being mindful of the increasing burden property taxes are placing on all of us.

-Bill

WASHINGTON COUNTY HALLOWEEN
COSTUME SWAP

Wednesday, October 15
4:30 - 6:30 p.m.

Event Locations

North Environmental Center

6065 Headwaters Pkwy., Forest Lake, MN 55025
South Environmental Center

4039 Cottage Grove Drive, Woodbury, MN 55129

Event Information
® The swap is free and open to everyone.

® Donations are not required to get items during the event.
ITEMS REMAINING AFTERTHE EVENT WILL BE DONATED
LOCALLY.

DONATIONS ACCEPTED NOW THROUGH OCT. I |

Washington County is collecting gently used Halloween costumes.

Donate gently used items at an Environmental Center, now through

Saturday, Oct. | 1.

Donation sites and hours

North Environmental Center6065 Headwaters Pkwy., Forest
Lake, MN 55025

South Environmental Center4039 Cottage Grove Drive,
Woodbury, MN 55129



https://maps.app.goo.gl/gqJ8H2MHBvaovJFy7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/tGwSJa3nXvxu4Bbn8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/gqJ8H2MHBvaovJFy7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/gqJ8H2MHBvaovJFy7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/69hspvZqXtqQdt3G6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/69hspvZqXtqQdt3G6
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Meeting Highlights
August 25, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting
The Commission:

Held a public hearing for an application for a Minor Subdivision to create three lots
at PID 07.028.20.24.0003 located north and east of 1469 Manning Ave.

September 16, 2025 City Council Meeting

The Council:

Approved an application for a Minor Subdivision to create three lots at PID
07.028.20.24.0003 located north and east of 1469 Manning Ave.

Approved the 2026 Preliminary Budget and Tax Levy.

Received an update regarding the street improvement project for Valley Creek
Trail and other streets.

Approved an increase in Highland Sanitation’s residential and

commercial trash disposal fees for 2026.

MEETING PACKETS, VIDEOS AND APPROVED MEETING MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT:
www.ci.afton.mn.us

Afton Museum Speaker

Series
3165 St. Croix Trail S, Afton, MN 55001

James Silas Rogers, Essayist and Poet
Presents Landscapes of Memory:

Why Cemeteries Matter
Thursday, October 30, 2025
6:30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Light refreshments served
Free event, Museum donations appreciated
RSVP by October 27: 651-346-9494 or
linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com

For information on giving a presentation, con-
tact Leslie Thomas at:
leslie@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com

Belwin Conservancy

Upcoming Events
Nature Explorers
September 3 - October 22, 2025
Time: 4:00 - 5:15pm, 6 weeks on Wednesday
Belwin Education Site, Hilltop Classroom
1553 Stagecoach Tr. So.
Cost: $90 per child

First Wednesday Walkabout

October 1, 2025

4:30 pm - 6:30 pm

Belwin Savanna Center

795 Indian Trail S, Afton, MN 55001

Cost: Sliding Scale of $10, $18 or $25 / person

Nature Journaling: A Practice of Paying
Attention

October 4, 2025

10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Belwin Savanna Center

795 Indian Trail S, Afton, MN 55001

Cost: $26 / $31 / $35

Saving Space for Wildness in your Yard
- Part |, Making a plan

October 18, 2025

9:00 am - 12:00 pm

Belwin Education Site, Hilltop Classroom
1553 Stagecoach Tr. So. Afton MN 55001
Cost: $10, $20 or $35 / per person / per ses-
sion

For details and registration contact:
Belwin Conservancy
1553 Stagecoach Trail South
Afton MN 55001
651-436-5189

www.belwin.org



http://www.belwin.org
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
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Valley Library Events &

Important Dates
Library Closure Date: Wednesday Oc-

tober 22" for staff training
Please note: Extended Access users can ac-
cess Valley Library on our Staff Training day

Did you know that Washington County
Library celebrates our teen patrons through-
out the entire month of October with special
TeenTober programming and events? And
the celebration includes prizes!?

All Ages:

Valley Library will showcase the Community
with a Tiny Art Exhibit. Take and Return kits
are available now (the sooner you return
your art, the longer it will be on display.)
Stop by to view the submitted Tiny Art Ex-
hibit through November 15%.

For Adults:

The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-
6:00pm on the 4™ Thursday of every month.
The title selection the Thursday October
23" meeting is “American Ramble:A Walk of
Memory and Renewal” by Neil King Jr.

Do you need help with a technology issue?
Register for 30 minutes of dedicated one on
one help with a Valley Library staff member.
Technology help is offered on the third
Thursday of every month. Registration is
required.

For Teens:
Thursday, October 9% 4:00-6:00 Teen
Open Gaming

Thursday, October 16" 3:00-4:30 Em-
broider a Pumpkin Patch

Thursday, October 30" 4:00-6:00 Teen-
Tober Let’'s Make Stuff

For Kids:
Tuesday, October 7" 2:30-4:00 After
School Activity: Foil Art

Monday, October 20* 12:00 Who
Would Win? St. Croix Edition

Mondays 10:30-11:00 am Storytime
Thursday, October 2 6:00 pm Pajama
Storytime

Monday, October 13th 10:30-11:00
Music and Movement Storytime

For complete information and to register for

programs contact:
Valley Library 651-436-5882

www.washcolib.org
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Online payments are now available for city
permits & fees including Building Permits and
Sewer Payments,
www.ci.afton.mn.us

Please recycle this
newsletter after use.

Food Scraps

PIC

Program

Here’s how it works:

bag.

collection.

To learn more:

Afton Residents are able to participate in Ramsey
up and Washington counties’ Food Scraps Pickup Pro-
gram—a new way to recycle food scraps from
™ your home!
Did you know that food scraps make up about 20% of trash collected in the

two counties? By recycling your food scraps, you can help turn this material
into soil, rather than becoming waste

= Order your free annual supply of food scrap bags.
= Collect your food scraps in the food scrap bags. Once a week or
when the food scrap bag is full, tie a knot at the top to close the

= Place your food scrap bag inside your trash cart or dumpster for

= Done! Your trash is collected as usual, and the food scrap bags
are sorted from the trash and composted.

FoodScrapsPickup.com and 24/7 customer service line at 651-661-9393




