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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Work Session Minutes
October30, 2023

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:30 P.M.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

2. ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross, Lucia Wroblewski and Annie
Perkins. A Quorum was present. Also present was City Administrator Ron Moorse and City Attorney Tom
Radio.

3. Motion/Second: Ross/Perkins, To approve the agenda for the October 30, 2023 City Council Work
Session, with amendments to move item 4B to 4A and to move item 4C to 4B. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed
5-0-0.

4. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Cannabis Regulations
The Council reviewed and discussed ordinances from other cities that restricted adult use of cannabis products in
public spaces and places, including two ordinances that prohibited adult use of cannabis in all public spaces and
places. The Council agreed that the use of cannabis should be prohibited wherever alcohol or tobacco are
prohibited.

B. Ice Rink for Winter 2023/2024
The Council supported providing an ice rink in Town Square Park for the winter of 2023/2024.
Annie Perkins supported the ice rink and indicated she would like the rink to be larger like the one in past years.
Mayor Palmquist indicated he would contact Bob Dickie regarding his plan and schedule for setting up and
maintaining the rink.

C. Promotion of Small Scale Agriculture
The Council reviewed and discussed the report from the small scale ag working group and the recommendations
from the Ag Preservation Committee regarding the promotion of small scale agriculture. The Council agreed that
the City website could include a page that promotes small scale ag. The Council advised that a community
harvest festival would require a person or group to take the lead. It was suggested that the Afton Historical
Museum has monthly events that showcase a person or topic, and could be an opportunity to provide information
about and promote small scale agriculture. It was also suggested that the work group connect with the Afton Area
Business Association.

D. Safety of Private Driveways with Bridges or Large Culverts for Access by Large Emergency

Public Safety Vehicles

The Council discussed concerns that were raised by the Fire Department regarding bridges on private driveways
that may not have the capacity to support a fire truck or tanker truck. It was suggested that an article be placed in
the City newsletter to advise residents with bridges or large culverts that they should work with the Fire



Afton City Council
work session APPROVED
October 30, 2023

47  Department to ensure the bridges can support large emergency vehicles. This would avoid a situation where an
48  emergency is unable to access a property in an emergency situation.

49 E. City Administrator Updates

50  There were no City Administrator updates.

51

52

53 5. ADJOURN

54 Motion/Second: Ross/Nelson. To adjourn at 5:35 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.
55

56

57  Respectfully submitted by:

58

59

60 Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

61

62

63  Approved by Council on November 21, 2023 (check one): Presented: Amended:
64

65  Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




