1 PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
2 CITY OF AFTON
3 WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA
4
5 APPROVED City Council Work Session Minutes
6 October 23, 2023
7 Afton City Hall
8 3033 St. Croix Trail
9 Afton, MN 55001
10
11 4:30 P.M.

12 1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

14 2. ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members, Stan Ross, Lucia Wroblewski and Annie Perkins. A

15 Quorum was present. Also present was City Administrator Ron Moorse

16

17 3. Motion/Second: Ross/\Wroblewski. To approve the agenda for the October 23, 2023 City Council Work
18 Session. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 4-0-0.

19

20 4. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

21 A. Afton House Request to Replace Grass with Permeable Artificial Turf in 33" Street

22 Public Right-Of-Way

23 The Council discussed the request by the Afton House replace an area of grass adjacent to the patio of the Current
24  Restaurant on 33" Street with permeable green turf, due to the difficulty of maintaining the grass in this area. The
25  Afton house also requested approval to place an oversized “Welcome to Afton” Adirondack chair on the portion
26 of this area toward the river.

27  The Council was not supportive of replacing the natural turf with a plastic material. The Council

28 indicated they would be open to considering the use of pervious pavers with a historic look in the patio
29  area. It was also suggested that a short grass prairie would be a low-maintenance option for at least a

30 portion of the area. The Council also indicated support for a somewhat oversized Adirondack chair, but
31  not the very oversized chair in the photo provided by the Afton house.

32 B. 2024 Proposed Budget

33  The Council discussed a number of items regarding the 2024 budget that had not yet been finalized.

34  These included pay adjustments, the use of Public Safety Aid Funds, the schedule and cost of speed

35  enforcement patrols, possible Fire Department Capital Expenditures, and the use of remaining SLFRF
36  Funds.

37 C. Town Square Park Planning

38  The Council discussed park planning for Town Square Park. The Council determined that a citizen

39  survey was not needed as part of a park planning process. The Council also agreed that the U of M

40  Study that was done for Town Square Park was well done and includes a number of ideas for

41  improvements to the park that should be discussed as part of determining how to move forward to

42 improve the park.

43 D. City Administrator Updates
44 There were no City Administrator updates.

45

46

47 5. ADJOURN
48 Motion/Second: Ross/Wroblewski. To adjourn at 6:27 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 4-0-0.
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Afton City Council
work session APPROVED
October 23, 2023

Respectfully submitted by:

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

Approved by Council on November 21, 2023 (check one): Presented:

Mayor Bill Palmquist

Amended:

Date




