Cttv of Afton

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA

AFTON CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
3033 St. Croix Trail South

October 21, 2019
At 5:00 p.m.

CALL TO ORDER

ROLL CALL

APPROVAL OF AGENDA — October 21, 2019 Council Work Session
CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Putnam Boulevard Bridge/Trail

. Short Term Rentals
. Noise Ordinance Amendment Regarding Allowed Hours of Construction

B
C
D. Septic System Non-Compliance
E. Updates

Adjourn

A quorum of one or more City commissions or committees may be present to receive information at
this meeting
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City of Afton
3033 St. Croix Trl, P.O. Box 219

Meeting Date October 21, 2019 | aton, wn 55001

Council Memo

To: Mayor Palmquist and City Council Members
From: Ron Moorse, City Administrator

Date: October 17, 2019

Ret Putnam Boulevard Bridge/Trail

The Putnam Boulevard bridge over Valley Creek has been closed for over ten years. The segment of Putnam
Boulevard from Stagecoach Trail to the bridge has also been closed. The Council has had discussions regarding
reopening the bridge and Putnam Boulevard to pedestrian traffic. The main obstacle to that has been the requirement to
bring the bridge up to current Mn/DOT bridge standards, which would be prohibitively expensive. In researching this
issue, the City Engineer has found that the bridge could be re-opened at minimal cost if it was removed from the
Mn/DOT bridge list and if its use was limited to pedestrian use only.

The removal of the bridge from the Mn/DOT bridge list eliminates the need to meet Mn/DOT bridge standards, but
also eliminates the ability to obtain state funding for future replacement of the bridge. However, the bridge is in good
condition and would function well as a pedestrian bridge for many years.

The bridge improvements needed to reopen the bridge to pedestrian traffic are safety barriers between the trail and the
creek, re-grading of the surface of the bridge - which is gravel, and installation of bollards, or use of jersey barriers, to
keep motorized vehicles off the bridge. The safety barriers are needed because the existing guardrails are in poor
condition and would be expensive to repair or replace. The safety barrier needs to be 42 inches in height. This could
be accomplished most cost effectively by the installation of a chain link fence on both sides of the bridge. Another
option is to use jersey barriers with a fence-like barrier added to the jersey barriers to provide the 42 inch height. The
City Engineer is reviewing this option as well as the cost of the chain link fence, and will provide the information for

the work session.

Council Feedback Requested
Staff would like to obtain feedback from the Council regarding the broader question of the reopening of the Putnam
Boulevard bridge to pedestrian traffic and regarding the improvements needed to reopen the bridge.
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City of Afton
3033 St. Croix Trl, P.O. Box 219

Meeting Date October 21, 2019 | aston, wn 55001

Council Memo

To: Mayor Palmquist and City Council Members
From: Ron Moorse, City Administrator

Date: October 17, 2019

Re: Short Term Rentals

The short term rental of homes is becoming more popular and more prevalent. As short term rentals become more
prevalent, the possibility of negative impacts on neighboring residential properties increases, as does the possibility of
environmental impacts, such as over loading septic systems not designed for the volume of tenants. Also, a new state
statute enables property used for short term rentals (30 days or less) to be classified for property tax purposes as
commercial vs. residential. Commercial uses are not allowed in the Rural Residential zone, or in the Agricultural zone
with some exceptions for agriculture-related commercial uses. The City does not currently have zoning regulations
specific to short term rentals. The Council may want to consider adding regulations for short term rentals.

Lake County, which includes a substantial amount of Lake Superior shoreland, including the Two Harbors area, has
developed a short term rental ordinance that has a number of elements that may be a good fit for Afton. Materials
related to the Lake County short term rental regulations are attached. The key elements of their ordinance are as
follows:

Rental activities can occur only in the principal structure.
Occupancy maximum of 6.
Lot must be conforming to all lot requirements and principal structure must conform to all setback requirements

Septic system must be certified as compliant and as having sufficient capacity
The short term rental use requires an Interim Use Permit

Council Feedback Requested
Staff would like to obtain feedback from the Council regarding whether to draft a short term rental ordinance, and, if so,

regarding the main elements of the ordinance.




LAKE COUNTY

Environmental Services Department
Planning & Zoning

Vacation Rental Program

Lake County provides a variety of visitor-serving rentals including
Resorts, Hotels/Motels, Campgrounds, Bed & Breakfast, and Vacation
Rental Homes. Vacation rental homes are permitted through Lake
County’s Interim Use Permit* and must meet the minimum
requirements established in the Land Use Ordinance #12, Section 6.16.
First time applicants can apply for a 1-year approval of a vacation rental
home, after which time the applicant can reapply for up to a 5-year
approval. Changes in ownership immediately terminate any interim
use permits.

Preliminary Checklist for Vacation Rental Home Eligibility:

Is your house on a conforming lot?

Rentals must be on a conforming lot. A conforming lot means
the lot meets all of the minimum size, area, and setback
requirements for its zoning district. For example, in a 5-acre
minimum zoning district a property owner of a 3-acre parcel
would not be able to apply for a vacation rental home.

How old is your septic system and when did you last receive a
“Certificate of Compliance”?

Each interim use application for a vacation rental home needs
to provide a copy of a Certificate of Compliance for their septic
system. This certificate is issued on a new septic system
installed within the past 5 years OR for a system that was
inspected within the past 3 years. Additionally, the applicant
must provide documentation that the septic is sized
appropriately for the proposed use. Only a licensed inspector
can complete inspections.

Is the proposed rental a guest quarters on shoreland?

At this time, shoreland property guest quarters CANNOT be
rented for short term rentals; only the primary dwelling or
additional dwelling on non-shoreland properties can be rented.
Do you have a local caretaker to make sure vacation rental
activities will not disturb your neighbors?

Having a local contact to call when needed will help ease
potential negative rental activity impacts to neighbors.

Short Term Rentals:
Types & Definitions

Vacation Rental Home

Any home, cabin, condominium or
similar building represented to the
public as a place where sleeping
accommodations are furnished to
the public on a nightly or weekly
basis and for less than thirty days
for compensation and is not a bed
and breakfast, resort, hotel, or
motel. This type of use is permitted
through an Interim Use Permit (IUP)
reviewed by the Planning
Commission and final vote made by
the County Board.

Bed & Breakfast

A Conditional Use consisting of
lodging operations that are located
within an owner occupied or
resident managed home. Rooms are
rented on a nightly basis just as with
conventional hotel or motel. A type
of food service is offered in the
morning which may vary from
coffee and doughnuts to a full-scale
breakfast. This type of use is
permitted through a Conditional
Use Permit (CUP) and reviewed by
the Planning Commission.

Hotels/Motels/Resorts

A lodging facility under single
ownership containing four or more
individual sleeping rooms, suites or
cabins used primarily for providing
accommodations for pay for periods
of less than thirty days. This type of
use is permitted through a
Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and
reviewed by the Planning
Commission.

W:\Environmental Services\PLANNING & ZONING\Planning Commission\IUP_ and Zone H




Minimum Vacation Rental Home Requirements

Sec. 6.16 All vacation rental homes shall meet the following minimum requirements:

A) Rental must be located on a conforming lot. Lots within the
North Shore Management Zone which were conforming prior to
the Mary 26, 2006, lot size amendments will be considered a
conforming lot for the purpose of a vacation rental home.

B) Must have a valid Certificate of Compliance on file with lake
County. The installation of a flow monitoring device is required.
Monthly flow recordings are required and this information must
be made available to Planning and Zoning upon request. No
holding tanks allowed for rental units.

C) The owner shall obtain and maintain a MN Department of
Health license or Lake County Health Department license, if
applicable.

D) The licensee shall keep a report, detailing use of the home by
recording, at a minimum, the name, address, phone number
and vehicle license number of overnight guests using the
property. A copy of the report shall be provided to Planning and
Zoning upon request.

E) Rental of recreational camping vehicles shall not be allowed.

F) On premise signs are prohibited.

G) The owner shall provide a visual demarcation of the property
lines as determined by the Planning & Zoning Administrator.

H) The owner shall post within the rental unit the rules and
regulations and an emergency contact person and phone
number.

I) The site shall provide on-site parking sufficient to accommodate
the occupants of the rental home.

J) No more than one dwelling per parcel may be rented. Guest
quarters cannot be rented as per Sec. 7.06.

** A valid Certificate of Compliance is a certificate that was issued on a new septic system
installed within the past 5 years OR a copy of a Compliance Inspection which was
performed within the past 3 years.

Shared/Environmental Services/Planning & Zoning/Minimum Vacation Rental Home Requirements



Vacation Rental Home Process

(Please plan for the entire approval process to take a minimum of 2 months to complete)

Application
Preparation

Application
Process & Legal
Notice

Planning
Commission
Hearing

Additional
Requirements

oCall Lake County Planning and Zoning at 218-834-8325 for
application cut-off dates for upcoming Planning Commission
Meetings.  Applications can be found on our website at:
http://www.co.lake.mn.us/businesses/permits_and_inspections.php -
eGather your property information and fill out an Interim Use
Application. Don't forget to provide a complete property
description, valid Certificate of Compliance, room dimension and
floor plan. Pay special attention to the sketch plan as that is
distributed during the legal notice period.

eSubmit completed Interim Use Application, application fee, and
septic compliance information to the Planning & Zoning
Department.

e After your application has been determined complete, your hearing
is scheduled. You will receive a memo of the date, time, and
location of your hearing. Your hearing is generally at least 30 days
after the application is submitted. Either you or your Agent must
attend your hearing to represent the application.

oStaff legally notice the hearing and notify property owners within
1/4 mile of the proposed vacation rental home. Comments are
received until the Friday prior to the hearing.

ePublic hearing conducted by the Planning Commission, who make
their recommendation to the County Board. Applicant or their agent
must be present.

eCounty Board makes final decision of approval or denial of the
application. Applicant need not be present.

eFollowing County Board Approval of the IUP, applicants must:
eObtain and Maintain a Lake County Health Department License.
Lake County Health Department can be contacted at 218-834-8356.
¢ Submit a Land Use Application to the Planning and Zoning office to
change the use of the home to a vacation rental home with proof of
the following:
e|nstallation of a flow monitoring device.

eProvide a copy of posted rental rules, emergency contact, and
proof of any conditions set by Planning Commission have been met.

* Zoning Districts R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, RR, CR, CR & RC will require BOTH a Vacation Rental Home Interim Use Permit & Land Use Permit.

FR Zoning District requires a Vacation Rental Home Land Use Permit only (no interim use permit required)

All Zoning Districts must meet the minimum requirements set forth in Land Use Ordinance #12, Section 6.16.

Areas within City limits or the Castle Danger Sanitary District are under the jurisdiction of their respective local government and are

not permitted through Lake County Planning and Zoning for vacation rental home activity.

Lake County Environmental Services | 601 3™ Avenue | Two Harbors, MN 55616
http://www.co.lake.mn.us/departments/planning_and zoning/index.php Phone: (218) 834-8327
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ARTICLE 27.0
INTERIM USES

Sec. 27.00 A permit allowing temporary use of property until a particular date, until the

Sec. 27.01

Sec. 27.02;

Sec. 27.03;

Sec. 27.04;

Sec. 27.05:

Sec. 27.06:

occurrence of a particular event, or until zoning regulations no longer permit it.
Any such interim use may be permitted only after a complete application for an
Interim Use Permit has been received by the Planning Commission and
approved pursuant to the procedures and criteria of this Article.

Application:  Application for an Interim Use Permit shall be made to the
Administrator, who, after determining it is complete and not prohibited by
Ordinance, shall forward it to the Planning Commission. The applications shall
be in form and content as specified by the Planning Commission and shall
contain the information required for a Land Use Permit detailed description of the
proposed use plus such other data as the Administrator may deem necessary to
properly evaluate the application. Incomplete applications shall be returned for
completion.

The costs of special or environmental studies that may be required in conjunction
with an Interim Use shall be borne by the applicant. (See Lake County
Environmental Review Ordinance #8,).

Hearing and Notice: Subject to procedure set forth under Conditional Uses,
Sec. 26.02.

General Standards and Criteria: Refer to General Standards and Criteria set
forth under Conditional Uses, Sec. 26.03.

Denial: Subject to procedure set forth under Conditional Uses, Sec. 26.04.

Termination: An interim use shall expire upon a particular date, until the
occurrence of a particular event, or until zoning regulations no longer permit it.
Where an interim use does not continue in conformity with the conditions of the
original approval, the Planning Commission shall make recommendation to the
County Board for termination.

Special Criteria and Requirements: Certain types of interim uses require special
standards. The following special criteria and requirements shall apply to each
use as listed:

A) Vacation Rental Home (Refer to Sec. 6.16)

1) The initial Interim Use Permit will be valid for one year in order to
determine the compliance level of the owner with the conditions of
approval. Subsequent renewals shall not be for more than five years.
Change in ownership will immediately terminate any Interim Use Permit
issued for this use. (The FR Zoning District is exempt from Sec. 27.06 A 1)
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2)

B)

TOOO0AA2DT

The Planning Commission may impose conditions that will reduce impac*-
of the proposed use on neighboring properties and nearby waterbodic
Said conditions shall include, but not be limited to fences, vegetative
screening along property lines or shoreline, and quiet hours.

Extraction and Processing of Sand and Gravel and Other Minerals

Although this section is directed towards the extractive activities, the end goal is
reclamation and as such all proposals shall be designed around certain activities
permitted prior to site restoration.

1)

Application required for extraction and processing activities shall be

accompanied by:

a) A legal description of the proposed site.

b) A topographic map (at a minimum contour interval of ten [10] feet)
of the proposed site and the area extending beyond the site to a
minimum distance of three hundred (300) feet on all sides. The
Administrator may require smaller contours depending on the site.

C) State description of all phases of the contemplated activity including
proposed hours and days of operation and including types of
machinery and equipment which will or might be necessary to carry
on the operation. Where the operation is to include sand and
aggregate washing, the estimated daily quantity of water required,
its source and its deposition shall be identified.

d) Agreements providing that processing machinery and extractive
activity will be located consistent with setback standards for
structures.

e) A restoration plan and financial guarantee as hereinafter required.

Compatibility: The Planning Commission shall consider:
a) The affect of the proposed operation on the area hydrology and
water quality.

b) Input from appropriate governmental agencies.
c) Relation to the comprehensive plan.
Duration:

a) All extractive use Interim Use Permit holders shall file for
administrative review every five (5) years unless stated otherwise
by the Planning Commission. An application will be provided for
administrative review. The application must be submitted within
three (3) months of the expiration of the five (5) year period or any
other date imposed by the Planning Commission. The
Administrator shall conduct the administrative review by reviewing
the progress of the operation, its conformance with the conditions
of the permit, restoration efforts completed or underway and
anything that may be pertinent to the operation. If the
Administrator, during the review, finds the operation is not meetinn
all of the requirements of the permit or the Land Use Ordinance,
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Envirc_)nmental S_ervices LAKE COUNTY INTERIM USE APPLICATION

s o G VACATION RENTAL HOME

601 Third Avenue Permit #
Two Harbors, MN 55616 PLEASE COMPLETE IN INK

(218)834-8327 INCLUDE FEES WITH APPLICATION

Fee: $400 After the Fact Fee: $800

INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE RETURNED!
A. GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION

Property Owner Name & Name of Vacation Rental Day Phone Authorized Agent (if applicable)
Home (if applicable) Email address:
Complete Mailing Address Property Address (if other than mailing) Agent Address (if applicable)

B. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION

**Rental must be located on a conforming Iot. Lots within the North Shore Management Zone which were conforming prior to the May 26, 2006, lot
size amendments will be considered a conforming lot for the purpose of a Vacation Rental Home.**

Section Township Range Township Name Acreage Parcel Code #

Quarter Section/Legal Description

Lake/River Name Access Road Lot Dimensions Existing Land Use
Width ft. Depth ft.

Property Land Features (Check all that apply)

[1 Non-shoreland [J North Shore Management Zone [ Wetland Present
[d Shoreland/Shoreland zone (within 1000' of lake or 300' of river) [ Lake Superior Erosion Hazard Area [ Bluff Present
[J Lake/River frontage: feet of frontage Has a Conditional Use been approved on this property? Y N

C. PROJECT DATA

THE FOLLOWING MUST BE COMPLETED AND INCLUDED WITH THIS APPLICATION:

Attach a valid Certificate of Compliance, which is a certificate that was issued on a new septic system installed within the past 5
years OR a copy of a compliance inspection form which was performed within the past 3 years. Additionally, the applicant must
provide documentation that the septic is sized appropriately for the proposed use. Holding tanks are not allowed for rental units.

o  Check one: Is this application for an Initial Interim Use O or for a Renewal Interim Use O ?

e Check one: [ Existing System Septic Permit #: # of bedrooms on Certificate of Compliance: (Attach copy)
[ Connected to Sanitary District ~ Date of most recent compliance inspection

[0 Not Applicable (This means there are no structures with plumbing on the property. A sewer exemption form must be on file in

the Planning & Zoning office.)

e  Number of bedrooms in rental home: Dimensions of: 1. 2. 3. 4,
e Dimensions of onsite parking available: (the parking area must also be shown on the sketch page)

e Provide a floor plan of the rental home, including room dimensions.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF REQUEST: (include the # of months of the rental season, length of rentals, and projected rental market)




D. SKETCH PLAN

The purpose of the sketch is to graphically illustrate the information included in your application.

Location of Location of Location of
O all structures & dimensions of O property lines (size and shape of parcel) O parking area & dimensions
O driveway O well, septic & drain fields
O access road (labeled) O shoreline (if applicable)

N

N
w E
S

Please provide directions to the property.

I certify that the sketch plan is to the best of my knowledge true and correct.

Owner or Agent name (print) Signature of Owner or Agent Date




E. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR VACATION RENTAL HOME

Review & initial:
Rental of recreational camping vehicles shall not be allowed.

On Premise signs are prohibited.
No more than one dwelling per parcel may be rented. Guest quarters cannot be rented as per Sec.7.06.

Following County Board approval of the Interim Use, the following will need to be submitted to Planning & Zoning along with the
Lake County Land Use Application for Vacation Rental Home:

e  The licensee shall keep a report, detailing use of the home by recording, at a minimum, the name, address, phone number and
vehicle license number of overnight guests using the property. A copy of the report shall be provided to Planning & Zoning
upon request.

o  The owner shall obtain and maintain a Lake County Health Department license. (Contact # 218-834-8356)

e The installation of a flow monitoring device is required (an electrician or plumber can be contacted for this). Monthly flow
recordings are required and this information must be made available to Planning & Zoning upon request.

F. SIGNATURE

I hereby certify that T am the owner of the described property, that the information provided herewith is correct and representative of the
existing conditions on the property. I understand this request will result in public notification process and hearing conducted in accordance with

Minnesota Statutes.
I consent to site visits by County representatives prior to the hearing. I understand further that falsifications of this application or any

attachments thereto will serve to make this application and any subsequent permit invalid.
I understand that this process requires that my agent or I must be present at the public hearing to explain my proposal and answer any questions.

Without that presence, the application will be denied.

OWNER OR AGENT NAME (PRINT) SIGNATURE OF OWNER OR AGENT DATE

The property owner’s signature is required below if an Authorized Agent is to act on their behalf, giving permission to the agent to modify and make
changes to this application. The Authorized Agent’s signature is also required.

Owner (print) Signature of Owner Date

Authorized Agent (print) Signature of Authorized Agent Date
G. OFFICE USE ONLY

Permit #: Fee Paid:

Zone District: Receipt #: Received by:

Date, Time & Place of Hearing:

Remarks:

Dear Applicant(s): Please note the Planning Commission will make a recommendation to the County Board, which will be acted
upon at the next available action meeting.

Updated 1/24/2019



Lake County Planning and Zoning
Interim Use Permit Requirement
Garbage Removal Service

IUP #

Property Owner
Address

Phone No.

Emergency Contact

(must be able to respond in person)

Phone No.

Housekeeping Service

Phone No.

As property owner, | will be responsible to confirm that the Emergency Contact
or Housekeeping Service identified above will provide garbage service for
vacation rental guests. The garbage will be stored appropriately and will be
collected and disposed of by a Lake County licensed waste hauler.

Garbage Hauler:

| also understand that Section 5.01 of the Lake County Solid Waste Ordinance No. 4 states "The
property owner shall not permit solid waste to be placed in locations or in a manner that the solid
waste may be scattered by wind, animals or insects."

Property Owner/Agent Signature

Date

Environmental Services/Planning and Zoning/Planning Commission/IUPs updated 1/24/2019



Environmental Services LAKE COUNTY LAND USE APPLICATION Permit #

Routing: Applicant Agent

Eaniiing & Zoniig FOR CHANGE OF USE TO VACATION RENTAL HOME Township  Sherif
601 Third Avenue PLEASE COMPLETE IN INK Health Dept Assessor
Two Harbors, MN 55616 INCLUDE FEES WITH APPLICATION
(218) 834-8327 Fee: $50 After-the-Fact (FR District Only): $400
INCOMPLETE APPLICATIONS WILL BE RETURNED!
A. GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION
Property Owners name & Name of Day Phone: Authorized Agent (if applicable)
Vacation Rental Home (if applicable) Email:
Complete Mailing Address Property Address (if other than mailing) Agent Address (if applicable)
B. PROPERTY DESCRIPTION
Section Township Range Township Name Parcel Code # (REQUIRED)

Quarter Section/Legal Description

Lake/River Name Access Road VACATION HOME RENTAL APPROVAL DATE PERMIT NUMBER

Zoning District in which vacation rental home is being proposed:

C. VACATION RENTAL HOME REQUIREMENTS

Zoning Districts R-1, R-2, R-3, R-4, RR, CR, CU, & RC will require both a Vacation Rental Home Land Use Permit &
Interim Use Permit.

FR Zoning District requires a Vacation Rental Home Land Use permit. (No Interim Use permit required.)

All Zoning Districts must meet the minimum requirements set forth in Land Use Ordinance #12, Section 6.16.

Is an Interim Use Permit required for this zoning district? O Yes

1. Parcel acreage: Shoreline frontage (if applicable): ft
2. Septic permit # Compliance Inspection Date:
3. Number of homes and/or cabins on property?

4. Contact Lake County Health Department (218-834-8356) for lodging licensing requirements.
REQUIRED: ATTACH COPY OF HEALTH LICENSE WITH THIS APPLICATION.

The items listed below are required when submitting this application.
5. Does the site have adequate on-site parking available? o Yes (Show location on sketch)
6. At this time, are the property lines marked? o Yes o No If no, provide detailed plan how this will be
accomplished.
7. Do you have a system in place to keep a detailed report of overnight guests? o Yes o No
8. Submit proof that a flow monitoring device has been installed for the septic system.
9. Submit a copy of or picture of rental rules & regulations posted inside the rental unit.
10. Submit copy of or picture of emergency contact name & phone number posted and available to renters.
11. If any conditions were imposed with the Interim Use Permit approval, provide proof these conditions have
been met.
12. Submit Garbage Removal Service Agreement (attached with this application).
This application will be considered incomplete and returned to the applicant if items 5 — 12 are not
attached. Thank you.
Signature required on back of application.




D. SKETCH
If an Interim Use is required, a copy of that sketch may be attached.

The purpose of the sketch is to graphically illustrate the information included in your application.

Location of Location of Location of
o All structures & dimensions O Property lines (size and shape of parcel) 0O Parking area with dimensions
O Driveway O Well, septic & drain fields
O Access road (labeled) O Shoreline or rear yard
N
S

E. SIGNATURE

| hereby certify that | am the owner of the described property and that the information provided herewith is correct and

representative of the existing conditions on the property.
| understand that falsifications of this application or any attachments thereto will serve to make this application and any

subsequent permit invalid.

X X X
OWNER OR AGENT NAME (PRINT) SIGNATURE OF OWNER OR AGENT DATE

The property owner’s signature is required below if an Authorized Agent is to act on their behalf, giving permission to the agent to modify and make
changes to this application. The Authorized Agent’s signature is also required.

Owner (print) Signature of Owner Date

Authorized Agent (print) Signature of Authorized Agent Date

F. OFFICE USE ONLY

Permit #: Fee Paid: Approved by
Zone District: Receipt #: Interim Use Permit #:

Remarks:
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City of Afton

Meeting Date October 21, 2019 | afton, mn 55001

3033 St. Croix Trl, P.O. Box 219

Council Memo

To: Mayor Palmquist and City Council Members

From: Ron Moorse, City Administrator

Date: October 17, 2019

Re: Noise Ordinance Amendment Regarding Allowed Hours of Construction

Although the City generally restricts construction hours for City projects and for projects over which the City has some
authority to Monday to Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., the City’s noise ordinance allows motorized construction
equipment to be used from 7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. and does not restrict the use from any day of the week. The noise
ordinance language is provided below. The Council may want to consider more restrictive hours and days for the use
of motorized equipment for construction activities.

Current Noise Ordinance Regulations

Hourly restriction on certain operations.

1. Domestic power equipment. No person shall operate a garden or lawn tractor, power lawn mower, power hedge
clipper, chain saw, mulcher, garden tiller, edger, power device for bug eradication, drill, or other similar domestic
power maintenance equipment except between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. Snow removal equipment is
exempt from this provision.

2. Refuse hauling. No person shall collect or remove garbage or refuse in any residential district except between the
hours of 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday.

3. Construction activities. No person shall engage in or permit construction activities involving the use of any electric,
diesel, or gas-powered machine or other power equipment except between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.

Council Feedback Requested
Staff would like to obtain feedback from the Council regarding the noise regulations for construction activities.
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City of Afton
3033 St. Croix Trl, P.O. Box 219

Meeting Date October 21, 2019 | atton, mn 55001

Council Memo

To: Mayor Palmquist and City Council Members
From: Ron Moorse, City Administrator

Date: October 17, 2019

Re: Septic System Non-Compliance

Afton’s long term land use plan, which is reflected in its Comprehensive Plan, is based on rural density development
with private wells and septic systems. Protecting the quality of groundwater is essential to the continuing viability of
this land use plan. A key element of protecting groundwater is ensuring private septic systems are properly treating
wastewater before it reaches the groundwater. Neither Afton nor Washington County currently have a program of
periodic septic system compliance inspections. While there are triggers for septic system compliance inspections, the
triggers may not occur for many years. The triggers include the sale of the property and the application for a building
permit with a value of over $75,000. There are a number of older septic systems in Afton which may have never been
inspected. Washington County is currently working with its cities to identify as many septic systems as possible by
sharing septic system records. Staff is not aware of how the County plans to use the information, but will discuss with
the County prior to the work session their plans for the use of the information as well as the issue of regular compliance
inspections for all septic systems, and will provide a report at the work session.

Council Feedback Requested
Staff would like to obtain feedback from the Council regarding ensuring septic system compliance and methods for

accomplishing that.




Meeting Date October 21, 2019

Council Memo

To: Mayor Palmquist and City Council Members
From: Ron Moorse, City Administrator

Date: October 17,2019

Re: Updates

Ak

City of Afton
3033 St. Croix Trl, P.O. Box 219
Afton, MN 55001

If staff has updated/timely information on current topics of interest, the information will be shared at this time.
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