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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
October 20, 2020

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 P.M.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

2.

3.

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was not recited.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, Stan
Ross. A Quorum was present. The meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

Mayor Palmquist suggested moving items c17 “Lake Edith update” & c15 “use of 5 acre parcel” up in the
agenda to ¢3 & 4.

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To approve the agenda for the October 20, 2020 Regular City Council
meeting with change noted. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist To approve the minutes of the September 15, 2020 City Council
Meeting. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

PUBLIC INPUT -
none

REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —

A. Sheriff’s Report (written report)

Council member Wroblewski noted there was an accident at Neal & 40", Also, directed patrols occurred in
the 3 areas we had requested.

Council member Ross noted there was a motorcycle accident on Stagecoach.

B. Tom Niedzwiecki Budget Report (written report)

C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
Council member Nelson reported that the LSCVFD is in the process of getting quotes for a new engine
rather than a ladder truck.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers — SEPTEMBER — Resolution 2020-47

C. Extension of the Declaration of Local Emergency — Resolution 2020-48

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve consent agenda and Resolutions 2020-47, 2020-48. Roll
call: All aye, passed 5-0.

CITY COUNCIL BUISINESS
A. Planning Commission Report
1. Ordinance Amendment regarding Architectural Standards for institutional structures Ord 08-2020
Planning Commission Chair Kopitzke stated the recommended modifications were aimed to have
buildings fit in to surrounding. Some items could be handled through CUP process.
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C.

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist to adopt ordinance amendment regarding architectural
standards for institutional structures (Ord 08-2020) as revised by the Planning Commission.
Wroblewski amend motion to re-insert item “G” and “I” regarding solar (accepted).

Mayor Palmquist offered Friendly Amendment to require buried power lines (accepted).

Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

2. Draft Ordinance Amendment requiring Lower St Croix Bluffland and Shoreland Management
Overlay District regulations be provided to buyers of property in the District

Mayor Palmquist suggested tabling the item.

Council member Perkins recommended finding another way to put the responsibility on the seller.
Council member Ross stated that this is a serious issue that needs to be dealt with. Realtors need to be
partners in protection.

Council member Wroblewski suggested adding information to the website and exploring signage.
Council member Nelson expressed concern about enforcement.

Attorney Knaak stated that as written, realtors could be criminalized for failing to provide this
information.

Council member Nelson suggested discussion further at a workshop.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson table item for further discussion at a workshop. Roll call: all aye,
passed 5-0.

Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)

1. Invoice InSite Contracting Inc

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve payment of final invoice to InSite Contracting Inc. for
the Valley Creek Bridge guard rail improvements. Roll Call: all aye, passed 5-0.

2. Crack Filling Project
Motion/Second Nelson/Ross To approve final payment to Allied Blacktop for the 2020 crack filling
project. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

3. FEMA flood certification process update
Engineer Guilliams provided an update on the process.

4. Afton creek preserve update
Engineer Guilliams provided an update.

5. Transition to new lead City Engineer
Jeff Pearson will be the new lead City Engineer.

Administration —

1. MN DOT Hwy 95/Manning Ave project — Waive Municipal Consent - Resolution 2020-49
Administrator Moorse provided the following overview: Mn/DOT projects generally require municipal
consent through a public hearing process. However, for projects such as the proposed mill and overlay
project, in which the roadway will not be changed or widened and right-of-way acquisition is minimal,
cities may waive Municipal Consent. The Council, at its September 28, 2020 work session, reviewed
the project and determined a public hearing for municipal consent was not needed and municipal
consent could be waived.

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson To approve Resolution 2020-49 waiving municipal consent for the MN
DOT Why 95/Manning project. Roll call, all aye passed 5-0.

2. Jay and Korina Osborn simple subdivision
Administrator Moorse provided the following summary: Jay and Korina Osborne own the parcels at

2



Afton City Council
Regular City Council Meeting APPROVED
October 20, 2020

109 3850 Oakgreen Avenue, 13804 40th Street and 13962 40th Street. They have applied for a simple

110 subdivision for a lot line rearrangement, which would reduce the size of the parcel at 13804 40™ Street
111 from 20 acres to 5 acres, and would increase the size of the parcel at 3850 Oakgreen Avenue from 20
112 acres to 34.98 acres. This would result in two 5-acre lots on 40th Street and one 34.98-acre lot on

113 Oakgreen Avenue, which also has 320 feet of frontage on 40" Street to enable the potential for the

114 creation of an additional lot, if possible in the future. Because the subdivision does not result in the

115 creation of an additional lot, and all parcels are conforming both before and after the subdivision, the
116 proposal requires a simple subdivision. A simple subdivision does not require a public hearing, only
117 action by the City Council.

118 Council member Wroblewski expressed concern that these people own all 3 parcels, has questions.

119 The applicants were not present to answer questions

120 Council member Nelson stated that this doesn’t create another buildable lot.

121 Council member Wroblewski suggested the item be tabled so that more information can be provided.
122 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson To approve simple subdivision.

123 Council member Wroblewski asked questions about the section line location and the quarter-quarter
124 section. Stated we need to have the map delineated.

125 Council member Ross withdrew motion.

126

127 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve application extension to gather more information. Roll
128 call: all aye, passed 5-0.

129

130 3. Use of 5 acre parcel at wastewater treatment site (taken out of order)

131 Belwin is proposing a trail loop through the property.

132 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve the extension of a trail into the northwest portion of
133 the wastewater treatment site pending approval from the DNR and PFA. Roll call: all aye passed
134 5-0.

135

136 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to table discussion regarding the use of the S-acre parcel on
137 the wastewater treatment site and discussion regarding the conservation easement to be placed on
138 the 5-acre parcel to the November meeting. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

139

140 4. Lake Edith clear cutting update (taken out of order)

141 Attorney Knaak provided an update. The criminal matter took longer than anticipated as it was delayed
142 by internal process. Now it has officially been filed. The attorney for the other party had been

143 negotiating mitigation, but now has stopped dialogue after the criminal complaint was filed.

144 Council member Wroblewski asked if there was any progress made on mitigation.

145 Administrator Moorse stated the homeowners were cooperative with the first step of tree inventory, and
146 the owners were instructed to develop a tree replacement plan with those parameters for council review.
147 After they had that information they stopped discussions.

148 Attorney Knaak stated they are waiting to see what happens with the criminal complaint.

149 Council member Nelson asked about the timeline.

150 Attorney Knaak said normally we would be at pretrial stage, this has been unusually slow. Would expect
151 in the next couple weeks to have an arraignment hearing.

152 Council member Nelson asked what else the city can do; they’ve lost the fall, trees should have been
153 planted already.

154 Attorney Knaak stated that if they are concerned about criminal conviction, there are things that can be
155 negotiated after initial hearing.

156 Council member Ross asked about the company that did the cutting.

157 Attorney Knaak stated that the charge went to the landowner as primary responsible party. He is in the
158 process of dealing with contractor for work without permit.

159 Council member Perkins suggested putting information in newsletter regarding permits required for
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160 work. Is there any way to add to charges due to delay and their lack of action this fall and planting?

161 Attorney Knaak replied the delay will likely result in more money, costs will be higher to mitigate issues
162 of erosion.

163 Mayor Palmquist asked if the silt fencing is up?

164 Administrator Moorse replied that the erosion control blanket was put out, silt fence by shore was in
165 place.

166 Mayor Palmquist asked that site be checked to be sure it’s still in place.

167 Council member Wroblewski suggested setting strict deadlines for spring planting and other measures.
168

169 5. Final Payment to Executive Contractors for the 30" Street Improvement project

170 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve final payment to Executive Contractors for the 30" Street
171 Improvement project. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

172

173 6. Use of CARES funding

174 Administrator Moorse provided the following update: As of August 31, $121,907 of CARES-eligible
175 costs have been incurred. The City’s total CARES funds allocation is $227,829. This leaves

176 $105,921.03 to be used. Eligible expenditures yet to be used are approximately $64,000 for public

177 safety payroll costs through December; approximately $7,000 for additional speed patrols in September
178 and October; $2,000 for air purification modules for the City Hall furnaces; $8,700 for the website

179 upgrade, including electronic payments capability, approximately $8,000 for Council Chambers A/V
180 technology upgrades and approximately $30,000 for the new Council dais, which includes the costs of
181 extending electrical service to the dais, carpeting of the new platform for the dais, and plexiglass

182 barriers for the dais. These costs exceed the amount of CARES funds available by approximately

183 $14,000.

184 Motion/Second Perkins/Palmquist Move to approve the proposal from Countryside Wood Products
185 LLC, at a cost not to exceed $30,000 for replacing the Council dais, the two side tables and the lec-
186 tern. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

187

188 7. Shared driveway subdivision

189 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to refer the shared driveway subdivision concept to the

190 Planning Commission for its review and feedback. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

191

192 8. City Council compensation

193 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to increase the monthly compensation in 2021 for council members
194 from $200 to $250 per month, and the mayor from $300 to $350 per month. Roll call: all aye,

195 passed 5-0.

196

197 9. Valley Branch Watershed District Board vacancy

198 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to send a letter of recommendation for Don Perra for the
199 VBWD Board vacancy. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

200

201 10. Accessory buildings on lakefront and streamfront lots

202 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to have staff develop language for City Council review
203 regarding accessory buildings on lakefront and streamfront lots. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

204

205 11. Prevention of damage to city streets by private contractors

206 Administrator Moorse provided the following information: In recent months, there have been several
207 instances of private contractors damaging City streets with heavy equipment. We have been fortunate
208 that we became aware of the damage and the responsible contractor, so that we were able to get the

209 contractor to make repairs. Going forward, we need a process to know when there is a project on

210 private property that will involve heavy equipment, and to communicate with the contractor regarding
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the responsibility to repair any damage done to a City street. This could be the installation of a septic
system, the paving of a driveway, or the construction of a building
Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to have staff develop a permit process to help prevent damage
to city streets by private contractors. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

12. Preservation/acquisition of property at 14020 Valley Creek Trail
Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to move item to a work session for discussion. Roll call: all aye,
passed 5-0.

13. Schedule date for canvass of election
Motion/Second Pamlquist/Perkins To canvass the election results on November 12 at 4:00. Roll
call: all aye, passed 5-0.

14. Emergency Operations update
Operations and schedules will continue on.

15. 3M Settlement update
Administrator Moorse provided a brief update on the process. The comment period on options has been
extended to December 10.

16. Payment to Afton Marina for City Dock upgrade project
Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve payment to Afton Marina for the City Dock
rehab/upgrade project. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

17. Schedule work session
A work session will be scheduled within the next week.

D. Committee Reports —

Public Works — no report

Personnel — no report

Parks — no report

Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

D=

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater - no report

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report
B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — preliminary accident hearing is next week
C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross — AV equipment install next week
D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report
E. Mayor Palmquist — no report
F. City Attorney Knaak — no report
G. City Administrator Moorse — no report
11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Ross/Nelson To adjourn. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 10:10 PM.
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Respectfully submitted by:

JY
Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council November 17, 2020 as (check one): Presented:

Mayor Bill Palmquist

Amended:

Date




