
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

  October 19, 2021 6 

Afton City Hall 7 

3033 St. Croix Trail 8 

Afton, MN 55001 9 

7:00 P.M. 10 

 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist 12 

 13 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   14 

 15 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Annie Perkins, Stan Ross.  A 16 

Quorum was present.  Absent was Randy Nelson (excused)  17 

ALSO PRESENT:   City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak, Planning Commission Chair 18 

Kris Kopitzke, City Clerk Julie Yoho  19 

 20 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – 21 

Add item 9c17 “COVID relief fund for museum”  22 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the October 19, 2021 Regular City 23 

Council meeting.  All aye, passed 4-0.  24 

 25 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES    26 

A. September 21, 2021 Regular City Council Meeting  27 

B. September 27, 2021 Work Session 28 

C.  October 4, 2021 Special City Council meeting  29 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to approve minutes of the September 21, 2021 Regular City Council 30 

Meeting, the September 27, 2021 Work Session and the October 4, 2021 Special City Council meeting.    31 

Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0.    32 

 33 

6.   PUBLIC INPUT – 34 

 Pat Heller, 5770 Osgood Ct S., stated that his neighbor has dangerous large trees along the property line near 35 

his driveway.  The City tree expert came out and confirmed that the trees are dead.  The neighbor is not 36 

taking care of the trees, Pat is concerned they will fall on his property and that they cause a safety hazard. 37 

State law says the neighbor has to maintain. Other cities have laws for dangerous trees, why doesn’t Afton.  38 

 39 

 Joe Novik, applicant for Parks Committee, introduced himself.   40 

 41 

 Jane Tar, applicant for Parks Committee introduced herself.  42 

 43 

 7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 44 

A.  Sheriff’s Report  45 

Report in packet  46 

 47 

B. Parks Committee Applicants 48 

 49 

C.  City Accountants Budget Report  50 

 Roger provided an overview of the monthly report.  51 

 52 

D. Lower St Croix Fire District Report 53 

No report  54 

 55 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 56 

A.  Just and Correct Claims 57 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – SEPTEMBER – Resolution 2021-62    58 
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Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski  to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2021-62.  Roll 59 

call: all aye, passed 4-0.   60 

 61 

9. CITY COUNCIL BUISINESS 62 

A.  Planning Commission Report   63 

1.  Rise Conditional Use Permit Application for a Cooperative Warehousing Use and Vacation of 64 

drainage & utility easement 65 

Chair Kopitzke summarized the planning commission’s discussion on the application. Concern was 66 

expressed over hours of usage, fencing. Recommended approval.  67 

Administrator Moorse clarified the hours of operation are 8-4:30 with office staff. Gate access is 68 

allowed 24/7.   69 

Mayor Palmquist add language “city reserves the right to review hours of operation…” add to item 23 70 

Administrator Moorse stated the screening will be along Hudson Road. The Fire dept looked at building 71 

layout.  72 

Council member Wroblewski asked about having stronger language for native vegetation. “shall be” 73 

instead of “preferred” 74 

Council member Perkins noted that the drawings say “Woodbury”  75 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski move to approving Resolution 2021-63 regarding the Rise 76 

Conditional Use permit application at Lots 4 and 5 of the new Afton Business Park subdivision at 77 

the property with PID# 06.028.20.24.0004 as amended.  Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.   78 

 79 

2.  Jan Woodfill Variance Application at 4242 River Rd S 80 

Chair Kopitzke summarized the application. The applicant is proposing a 12-foot wide expansion of the 81 

second floor of the house above a portion of the garage.  The expansion would not be any closer to 82 

River Road or to the OHWL of the St. Croix River, and the height of the addition would not exceed the 83 

existing height of the house.  The house is screened from view from the river. The proposal does not 84 

require grading or vegetation removal and does not change the setbacks of the house.  The planning 85 

commission recommended approval.   86 

Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski to approve Resolution 2021-64, approving the Jan Woodfill 87 

variance application at 4242 River Road S. Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.    88 

 89 

3.  Andrew Talbott application for an Amendment to the Zoning Code 90 

Chair Kopitzke provided a summary: The Talbotts operate a produce farm on their 20-acre property at 91 

13197 10th Street.  They sell their produce through a CSA.  They have requested an ordinance 92 

amendment to enable them to have a commercial kitchen in their accessory building so they can produce 93 

value-added agricultural products such as preserves and salsa, using the produce grown on their farm.  94 

The planning commission recommended approval.   95 

Mayor Palmquist asked about the requirement of ingredients coming from Afton.  96 

Council member Wroblewski remove “waste” from language.  (this was recommended by the planning 97 

commission) 98 

Council member Perkins asked if the commission was ok with some of the products having no 99 

ingredients from Afton. (yes) 100 

Administrator Moorse stated the products are sold through a CSA or a farm stand 101 

Motion/Second Perkins/Palmquist to adopt Ordinance 08-2021, an ordinance amendment to allow 102 

a farm kitchen as an accessory use to a farm, with the ordinance revisions recommended by the 103 

Planning Commission.  Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.    104 

 105 

Chair Kopitzke asked for a change to a two-month process for ordinance changes.  One month to review 106 

and develop draft for public hearing the next month. 107 
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Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to change city policy and timeline when reviewing ordinance 108 

change requests to a two month process; one month to review and develop draft, public hearing 109 

the second month.  All aye, passed 4-0.  110 

 111 

4.  Floodplain Ordinance Amendment to Reflect the Approval of a Letter Of Map Revision by FEMA 112 

The upgrade of the flood levee in the downtown Old Village area now provides flood protection beyond 113 

the 100 year flood level.  When the levee was certified by the Army Corps of Engineers, the City 114 

applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) for a Letter of Map Revision to revise 115 

FEMA’s floodplain map to show the properties now protected by the levee as being at a lower flood risk 116 

level.  FEMA has now approved the Letter of Map Revision.  This means these properties are no longer 117 

required to obtain flood insurance, and if they choose to obtain flood insurance the cost is much lower.  118 

The final step in implementing the Letter of Map Revision is an amendment to the City’s floodplain 119 

ordinance to reflect the Letter of Map Revision.  The planning commission recommended approval.    120 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist  to approve the Floodplain Ordinance Amendment to Reflect the 121 

Approval of a Letter Of Map Revision by FEMA. Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.     122 

   123 

B.   Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report) 124 

1.  2021 Crack Fill project 125 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer stated that the project is complete.   26675.65 126 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve payment to Gopher State Sealcoat Inc in the amount 127 

of $26,675.65 for the crack fill project. Passed 4-0.    128 

 129 

2.  Project updates  130 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer provided updates: The Afton business park roads are underway. The culvert 131 

project has been submitted to the watershed for review.   132 

Council member Ross asked about the bridge (may still happen this fall depending on weather)  133 

 134 

C.  Administration – 135 

1.  Afton Creek Preserve Incomplete items & timelines 136 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary: The Council, at its October 4 Special Council Meeting, 137 

adopted a resolution finding the Afton Creek Preserve developer in default of the Developer’s 138 

Agreement due to a number of items related to the subdivision development remaining incomplete.  The 139 

Developer’s Agreement provides a 15 day period for the developer to cure the event(s) of default. Three 140 

of the four items are complete.    141 

Council member Wroblewski stated a large sign was placed on Odell in a bad location where the trucks 142 

cannot make a turn, not effective.  143 

Administrator Moorse stated that once the other signs are up at  Neal & 50th, Odell & 50th , that one can 144 

be removed.  145 

Mayor Palmquist stated that item 1, there still is no signed contract.  We need a signed contract to meet 146 

the requirement for borrow pit and cellar from Landbridge.   147 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski The Council finds that the events of default as listed in 148 

Resolution 2021-61, as approved on October 4, 2021, will be deemed to be cured if the developer 149 

provides a signed contract with Landbridge Ecological for the completion of the required borrow 150 

pit and root cellar work in the spring of 2022, and the signed contract is provided within 15 days 151 

of October 19, 2021.  All aye, passed 4-0.  152 

 153 

2.  Solid Waste & Recycling RFP 154 

Administrator Moorse provided an update on the RFP:  Based on review and analysis of the proposals 155 

received in response to the solid waste and recycling services RFP process, it appears that Highland 156 

Sanitation is the preferred provider.  However there are a number of items that need to be clarified and a 157 

number of proposed revisions to the contract that need to be reviewed before a final recommendation 158 
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can be brought to the Council for its consideration. Staff will continue to work through outstanding 159 

questions and issues with Highland Sanitation and bring to the council at a special meeting.  160 

 161 

3.  Tax forfeit parcel  162 

Administrator Moorse provided the following information: A small, narrow parcel that contains a 163 

portion of the road/driveway that serves the Mount Hope Cemetery and at least one residential parcel 164 

was forfeited by the owner.  The City can acquire it at no cost for use as right-of-way, which is what it is 165 

both currently used and needed for   166 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to adopt Resolution 2021-65 regarding the conveyance of the 167 

tax forfeit parcel with PID# 22.028.20.13.0010 to City by Conditional Use Deed for right-of-way. 168 

Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.    169 

 170 

4.  Expanded Planning Consultant Scope of services and RFP process 171 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary:  The volume of activity affecting staff workloads, 172 

particularly as it relates to zoning administration, has increased substantially.  The number of building 173 

permits received through July of 2021 was already well past the number of building permits received in 174 

a full year in past years.  The volume of questions received from realtors and those looking to buy 175 

property and subdivide property is also beyond the level of previous years.  In addition, the number of 176 

zoning applications, including minor subdivisions, major subdivisions, conditional use permits, 177 

variances and ordinance amendments is also much higher than in previous years. .   It is not clear 178 

whether this higher level of activity is here to stay, but it does appear that there is a new normal 179 

regarding service demand and staff workload.   The workload related to the high volume of zoning 180 

applications is affecting staff’s ability to be as responsive as desired in other areas. 181 

  182 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to expand the planning consultant scope of services to 183 

include the review of all zoning applications and additional hours for advice and assis-184 

tance on zoning issues not directly related to a zoning application.  Passed 4-0.  185 

 186 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to move forward with an RFP process for planning con-187 

sultant services.  Passed 4-0.  188 

 189 

5.  Fee Schedule Update 190 

Administrator Moorse stated that the City’s fee schedule has not been increased since 2013.   191 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Resolution 2021-66 updating the City’s Fee Schedule.    192 

Mayor Palmquist friendly amendment to edit the proposed language to triple after the fact fees. 193 

(accepted)  194 

Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.   195 

 196 

6.  Ordinance amendment regarding designation of restricted roadways 197 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to adopt ordinance 10-2021, an ordinance amendment regarding 198 

designation of restricted roadways.  Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.   199 

 200 

7.  Designation of Odell Ave as a restricted roadway 201 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to adopt Resolution 2021-67 designating Odell Ave as a 202 

restricted roadway.   203 

Engineer Pearson asked if signage will be needed at all intersections, particularly with the road on the 204 

south end.  205 

Mayor Palmquist friendly amendment “until city deems restriction is no longer required”. (accepted) 206 

Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.   207 

 208 

8.  Agriculture Preservation Committee 209 
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Administrator Moorse stated that the first meeting will be held in November. It is recommended that a 210 

facilitator be hired to assist the committee with the first organizational meeting. The committee mission 211 

could be described as follows:  To identify/develop/implement strategies for supporting and preserving 212 

sustainable agriculture in Afton.   213 

Council member Perkins stated she likes the mission statement.   214 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to adopt mission statement as “The Agriculture Preservation 215 

Committee will identify/develop/implement strategies for supporting and preserving sustainable 216 

agriculture in Afton.”   217 

Council member Wroblewski will attend as liaison, Nelson will be back-up.   218 

Passed 4-0.   219 

 220 

Motion/Second Palmquist /Perkins to approve hiring Barb Strandell to facilitate the ini-221 

tial organizational meeting of the committee at a cost not to exceed $400, and for further 222 

meetings as needed as determined by the council. Passed 4-0.    223 

 224 

9.  Storage for salt-sand 225 

Administrator Moorse provided the following information: The city has made available to residents 226 

salt/sand for icy driveways at the Public Works garage on Stagecoach Trail.  The salt/sand has not been 227 

covered or contained.  Because the site is close to Valley Creek, it is recommended that the salt/sand be 228 

stored in a watertight, sealed container that also has easy access for both delivery of the salt/sand and for 229 

resident pick-up of the sand.  The recommended solution is a used 20 foot cargo container. 230 

Mayor Palmquist stated he would prefer to build a structure rather than use a shipping container.   231 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to have staff investigate alternates to shipping container for 232 

storage of salt/sand, at a cost not to exceed $3500.  Passed 4-0.  233 

 234 

10.  Codification of city code 235 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the proposal from the League if Minnesota Cities 236 

and American Legal Publishing Corporation for the codification of the City Code at a cost of 237 

$10,315, to be funded with ARPA funds. Passed 4-0.   238 

 239 

11.  Parks Committee appointments (taken out of order) 240 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to the appoint of Joseph Novik and Jane Tar to the Parks 241 

Committee, each for a three year term expiring on March 31, 2024.  Passed 4-0.   242 

 243 

12.  Emergency generator for City Hall 244 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary:  The City Hall has temporary battery back-up for its 245 

computer technology, but it does not have an emergency generator to provide power to the City Hall 246 

during a power outage.  This means that, during a prolonged power outage, it would be difficult or 247 

impossible to continue to carry on city operations at City Hall.   An emergency generator connected to 248 

the City Hall electrical system that would automatically start when there is a loss of power would enable 249 

city operations to continue during a short term or long term power outage.   250 

Council member Perkins asked if there was a hybrid or solar system that could be an option.   251 

Council member Ross stated he has looked, and hasn’t found anything.   252 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve the acquisition of an emergency generator for the 253 

City Hall at a cost of $8,500, to be funded with ARPA funds, after staff has investigated a hybrid 254 

or alternative to traditional gas. Passed 4-0.   255 

 256 

13.  Sale of flood pump 257 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to return the small flood pump to the DNR and sell the 258 

trailer.  Passed 4-0.   259 

 260 
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14.  Critter Crossing update 261 

Council member Ross has been working with Washington County and the regulatory agencies regarding 262 

the critter crossing project at the bridge over Valley Creek on St. Croix Trail. Permits have been 263 

obtained, but the scope needs to be defined. He will contact the county to see if they are still interested 264 

and get cost estimates.   265 

 266 

15.  Planning Commission reappointments 267 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist to reappoint the six Planning Commission members listed 268 

below. Passed 4-0.  269 

 Member   New Term Expiration Date 270 

Sally Doherty  2/15/2023 271 

Kris Kopitzke  2/15/2023 272 

Scott Patten   2/15/2023 273 

Justin Sykora  2/15/2024 274 

Christian Dawson    2/15/2024 275 

Doug Parker  2/15/2024 276 

 277 

16.  Schedule Special Council meeting  278 

A special meeting will be scheduled for November 1, at 4:30.   279 

 280 

17. COVID funds for museum  281 

Motion/Second Palmquist /Wroblewski to approve the use of $20,000 of the City’s allocation of 282 

ARP funding for the replacement of the revenue lost by the Afton Historical Museum due to the 283 

Covid pandemic. Passed 3-0-1 (Ross abstain)  284 

 285 

D. Committee Reports –   286 

1.  Public Works – Ross reported that he will follow up on the Valley Creek bridge and try to get done 287 

this year.  288 

2.  Personnel – no report  289 

3.  Parks –  Wroblewski reported that more planting was done by city hall and the bench is installed.  290 

4.  Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review –  no report  291 

5.  Natural Resources and Groundwater –   will meet again soon  292 

6.  Police Services Liaisons – Ross reported that the committee discussed Flood Run planning for next 293 

year. Citations have increased overall.  Perkins stated the acceleration noise out of town has been 294 

terrible.   295 

 296 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 297 

A.  Ward 1 Council Member Perkins – no report  298 

B.  Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski – no report 299 

C.  Ward 3 Council Member Ross –   no report    300 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson –   not present 301 

E.  Mayor Palmquist –   Mayor Palmquist would consider a diseased tree ordinance.  302 

F.   City Attorney Knaak – Reported that the goose case now has a signed letter.  303 

G.  City Administrator Moorse – no report  304 

 305 

11.  ADJOURN 306 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To adjourn. All aye, passed 4-0. 307 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:55 PM.  308 

 309 

 310 

 311 
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Respectfully submitted by: 312 

 313 

    JY  314 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 315 

 316 

 317 

 318 

Approved by Council November 16, 2021 as (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:     X ______ 319 

 320 

 321 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 322 


