
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

   6 

October 17, 2023  7 

Afton City Hall 8 

3033 St. Croix Trail 9 

Afton, MN 55001 10 

7:00 P.M. 11 

 12 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00pm  13 

 14 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   15 

 16 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins  17 

& Stan Ross. A quorum was present.   18 

ALSO PRESENT:   Planning Commission Chair Kris Kopitzke, City Engineer Craig Alberg, City Attorney 19 

Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Planner Claire Michelson 20 

 21 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  22 

Add item “LMC training forum” to consent agenda; move item 9C5 to section 7D reports.  23 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To approve the agenda for the October 17, 2023 Regular City Council 24 

meeting.  Passed 5-0.  25 

 26 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   27 

A. Minutes of the September 19, 2023 City Council Meeting 28 

B. Minutes of the September 11, 2023 City Council Work Session Meeting 29 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the minutes of the September 11 and September 19, 2023                30 

Council meetings. Passed 5-0.  31 

 32 

6. PUBLIC INPUT –  33 

Kris Kopitzke, Afton Blvd, commented on the proposed ordinance amendment regarding exterior storage. 34 

Property owners have rights, some of the restrictions should not apply to the RR and Ag districts, questioned 35 

if this is a public nuisance or just based on appearance.  Feels like an HOA.   36 

  37 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 38 

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report  39 

Deputy was present, stated they have been working on traffic issues with the construction on 94. Also a 40 

recent issue at Steamboat park.  41 

 42 

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report – written report in packet 43 

 44 

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report –  45 

Council member Nelson reported they are looking at bids for a new roof at the fire station. Also discus-46 

sion about several private driveways with bridges or large culverts and their capacity to accommodate a 47 

fire engine. New ambulance will be ordered in November.  48 
 49 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 50 

A. Just and Correct Claims  51 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – September - Resolution 2023-40 52 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2023-40. Roll 53 

call: All aye, passed 5-0. 54 

 55 

9.  CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 56 

A. Planning Commission Report   57 

1. Andrea Setsvold Application for a Conditional Use Permit for a Roadside Sales Stand at 4433 Pateley 58 
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Bridge Avenue South – Resolution 2023-41  59 

Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application which is for a roadside stand, the Planning 60 

Commission recommended approval.  61 

Motion/Second Nelson/Perkins to adopt Resolution 2023-41 approving a Conditional Use Permit 62 

for a Roadside Sales Stand at 4433 Pateley Bridge Avenue South. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0 63 

 64 

2. Xcel Energy Conditional Use Permit to Replace an Existing Security Fence at the Property at 12511 65 

Hudson Road South with PID# 06-028-20-21-0002 – Resolution 2023-42  66 

Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application which is for a higher fence at the property, the 67 

Planning Commission recommended approval.  68 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to adopt Reolution 2023-42 approving the Xcel Energy 69 

Conditional Use Permit to Replace an Existing Security Fence at the Property at 12511 Hudson 70 

Road South. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0 71 

 72 

3. David Herreid Variance Application for a Garage at 16530 Swede Hill Drive South and a Minor 73 

Subdivision and Variance for a Lot Line Rearrangement at 16530 Swede Hill Drive South and PID# 74 

35.028.20.12.0003 – Resolution 2023-43 and Resolution 2023-44  75 

Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application. The planning commission received some of the 76 

information on the garage the same day as the meeting. The commission recommended unanimous 77 

approval of the lot line rearrangement but was split on the garage.  78 

Claire Michelson, City Planner, stated that more information was received after the planning commission 79 

meeting which is included in the packet.  80 

Council member Perkins stated that this will allow for a compliant septic system.  81 

Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2023-43 approving a lot line 82 

rearrangement at 16530 Swede Hill Drive S.  83 

Mayor Palmquist dislikes that the small lot will be more non-conforming. A permanent easement could 84 

be done for the cabin by the family to allow for just one large lot.  85 

Council member Nelson felt there could be some arrangement in the family.  86 

Attorney Radio recommended a long term 100 year lease, or other private arrangement between the family 87 

property owners to allow for one lot. 88 

Mayor Palmquist asked about leaving one lot non-conforming. 89 

Attorney Radio stated that for the future it’s undesirable to leave a 1-acre non-conforming lot. Larger 90 

benefit of this is having one conforming lot with a functioning septic system. 91 

David Herreid, applicant, commented on the historical use of the property and the location of the proposed 92 

septic system.  93 

Mayor Palmquist stated that for the variance, it is from the riverway not the city ordinances, has to be 94 

absolute minimum. He suggested a permanent easement for the septic system and not do a lot line 95 

rearrangement. 96 

Council member Wroblewski stated the easiest way to do this is for the family to combine and create one 97 

large lot. 98 

Council member Perkins asked about tabling or passing with condition added for right of first refusal.  99 

Administrator Moorse stated the council can vote and we don’t need to record immediately.  100 

Attorney Radio recommended adding a second condition that the two owners enter into an agreement that 101 

larger lot owner has right of first refusal regarding the other lot.  102 

Motion vote (with added condition regarding right of first refusal): Roll call: 4 aye 1 nay (Ross)  103 

 104 

Garage variance discussion 105 

Mayor Palmquist stated that only a minimum variance is allowed in the riverway, this garage feels large. 106 

Council member Wroblewski stated she wishes the planning commission had time to review.   107 

Council member Perkins stated she had no issue with the application after seeing the site.  108 

Council member Nelson stated that in the shoreland district on a substandard lot, this should be smaller.  109 
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Council member Ross stated he maintains his dislike of variances and has been against all the variances 110 

on River Road.   111 

Mayor Palmquist suggested a minimum size design.   112 

Kopitzke stated that a two car garage along the side of the drive would minimize the variance.  113 

David Herried, applicant, stated he will work to make the footprint smaller. He requested an extension 114 

and will waive the 60 day rule.   115 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to table the variance request for a garage until the November council 116 

meeting. Passed 5-0  117 

 118 

4. Ordinance Amendments to Sections 12-405, 12-406, 12-703 and 12-704 Regarding the Preservation 119 

and Replacement of Shoreland Vegetation and Summary Ordinances– Ordinance 09-2023 and 10-2023  120 

Chair Kopitzke stated the planning commission failed to approve on a 3-3 vote due to the concern that 121 

the 40 year requirement for the maintenance of trees that replace illegally removed trees is too long.    122 

Motion/Second Wroblewski /Perkins to approve Ordinances 09-2023 and 10-2023 shoreland 123 

ordinance amendments regarding tree protection and replacement, and summary ordinances for 124 

publication. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  125 

 126 

5. Ordinance Amendment to Section 12-194 Regarding Exterior Storage and Section 12-55 Regarding 127 

Definitions and Summary Ordinance – Ordinance 11-2023 128 

Chair Kopitzke stated the planning commission received public comment regarding shipping container 129 

use in the ag zone. The planning commission would prefer to have standards on shipping containers but 130 

feel they are a good reuse and that they should be allowed to be used for permanent storage. The 131 

commission also discussed that the requirements regarding the parking of trailers on residential property 132 

in the VHS districts are too restrictive. The planning commission, on a vote of 6-0, recommended 133 

against the exterior storage ordinance amendment.   134 

Council member Ross stated he receives constant complaint calls about shipping containers.   135 

Council member Perkins stated she did not want to be like an HOA, require containers to meet setback 136 

requirements.  137 

Council member Nelson stated he has farmed for years and never had shipping containers, as they are 138 

not the best storage.  139 

Council member Wroblewski stated she could agree on containers, if screened. She also noted that 140 

sometimes rvs and trailers have to be stored in front.   141 

Council member Nelson stated that not all locations are the same.   142 

Mayor Palmquist stated shipping containers don’t meet the basic definition of an accessory building so 143 

cannot be regulated as such.  Rv’s and trailers can’t be stored for extended time in the historic district.   144 

Council member Ross stated it is difficult to solve problem properties without a strong ordinance. 145 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Ordinance 11-2023 exterior storage ordinance 146 

amendment and summary ordinance 11-2023.  Roll call: Passed 4-1 (Perkins nay). 147 

 148 

B. Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report) 149 

1. Introduction of Craig Alberg from WSB to Serve as City Engineer  150 

Administrator Moorse introduced Craig  151 

 152 

2. Project Updates  153 

Craig Alberg, City Engineer, stated that the bridge safety inspections will be done soon.  154 
 155 

C.  Administration –  156 

1. Price Quote for Pumping Septic Tanks at Wastewater Treatment Facility  157 

Administrator Moorse stated that two of the tanks at the treatment facility are in need of pumping. Staff 158 

has worked with the system operator to request a price quote for the pumping.  159 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve quotes to pump and clean out the two large septic tanks at 160 
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the wastewater treatment facility at a cost not to exceed $10,000.  Passed 5-0.   161 

 162 

2. Price Quote for Annual Maintenance of Emergency Generators  163 

Motion/Second Nelson/Perkins to table discussion to a work session. Passed 5-0 164 

 165 

3. Designate Polling Place for 2024 Elections – Resolution 2023-45  166 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2023-45 designating the official polling 167 

location for the 2024 elections. Roll call: all aye, Passed 5-0 168 

 169 

4. DNR Grant Application – Resolution 2023-46  170 

Administrator Moorse stated that a resolution is needed to apply for a DNR state flood hazard mitigation 171 

grant.  This is for the final property acquisition for the levee project.   172 

Motion/Second Ross/ Nelson to adopt Resolution 2023-46 for state flood hazard mitigation grant 173 

funding for property acquisition.  Roll call all: aye, Passed 5-0 174 

 175 

5. Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Relief Association Pension Benefit Increase Request –Resolution 2023-47 176 

(taken out of order) 177 

Kevin Johnson LSCFD provided a presentation on the request.  178 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to adopt Resolution 2023-47 approving the Lower St. Croix 179 

Valley Fire Relief Association Pension Benefit Increase. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  180 

 181 

6. Schedule Council Work Sessions 182 

Two upcoming work sessions are scheduled for the 23rd & 30th . 183 

 184 

D. Committee Reports –   185 

1. Public Works – Council member Ross reported the committee met with Craig.  186 

2. Personnel – no report 187 

3. Parks –  Council member Ross attended the last meeting. Discussion was held on the park plan, and 188 

the donation of a park bench on the levee.  189 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – no quorum  190 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater – no meeting  191 

6. Ag Preservation Committee –  no meeting  192 

7. Police Services Liaisons –  Council member Wroblewski reported the lot on Manning & 40th had 193 

hang gliders this evening. The church has not responded to the last letter sent.    194 

 195 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 196 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins –  no report 197 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski –no report 198 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – no report   199 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson –  no report 200 

E. Mayor Palmquist – no report  201 

F. City Attorney Radio –  City Attorney Radio stated there is a meeting next week regarding settling an 202 

assessment appeal.  203 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no report 204 

 205 

11.  ADJOURN 206 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewksi to adjourn.  All aye, Passed 5-0.   207 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:31 pm. 208 

 209 

 210 

 211 
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Respectfully submitted by: 212 

 213 

    JY  214 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 215 

 216 

 217 

 218 

Approved by Council November 21, 2023 as (check one):  Presented: ___X_____ Amended:      ______ 219 

 220 

 221 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 222 


