
September 2025 

3033 St. Croix Trail South 
P.O. Box 219 

Afton, MN 55001 

CITY MEETINGS 
September 1, 2025 

City Office Closed  

In observance of Labor Day 

 

September 2, 2025 
Natural Resources & Groundwater 

Committee 

5:00 PM  

 

September 8, 2025  
Parks Committee 

6:00 PM  

 

September 10, 2025 
Heritage Preservation Commission 

6:00 PM  

 

September 16, 2025 
City Council Meeting   

7:00 PM 

 
Public Participation Via Zoom Will Continue 

to be Available for City Council and Planning 

Commission Meetings.   

Information on how to join the meetings will 

be posted on the City website along with the 

agenda and meeting  packet.   

 

City Council 
Mayor:   Bill Palmquist  651-308-0569 

Ward 1: Annie Perkins    651-592-3007 

Ward 2: Lucia Wroblewski  651-436-3982     

Ward 3: Stan Ross 612-720-6478 

Ward 4: Randy Nelson 651-436-2479 

 

City Hall 

651-436-5090 

City Website 

www.ci.afton.mn.us 
 

Important Numbers 
 

Animal Control 715-220-1332 

Building Inspector 651-436-6469 

Burning Permits   651-436-7033 

Environmental Center   651-275-7475 

Highland Sanitation 651-458-0043 

Otter Lake Animal Care 651-426-8871 

Fire Dept  651-436-7033 

Sheriff’s Dept     651-439-9381 

EMERGENCY 911 

City of Afton Dashboard 

A Summary of Current Happenings 
 Road Construction Project Update. Some dates have changed due to our rainy 

weather, and remain subject to weather delays. 

Five streets are completed with shoulder restoration to follow: 

55th street 

57th street 

Osgood Ave near 55th street 

Osgood Court 

50th street between Odell and Neal 

 

Start Date changed to Mid-September: 

Valley Creek Trail 

 

Start Date Changed to late September:  

Strawberry Hill Road 

Afton Blvd. Court 

 

SAR 

Afton Art in the  
Park  

September 27 & 28, 
2025 

Saturday 10am – 5pm 
Sunday 10am - 4pm 
http://exploreafton.com/ 

Please Keep Grass Clippings 

Off the Street & Sidewalk 
Grass clippings on roads and sidewalks are 

hazardous, especially for bikes and motor-

cycles, and should be cleaned up after 

mowing . They create a hazardous, slip-

pery surface similar to ice or an oil slick, 

which can cause accidents for motorcy-

clists and cyclists, and they can clog storm 

drains, leading to localized flooding.   

 

To avoid these problems, always sweep or 

blow clippings back onto your property.    

 

Recycle Your Mattress for 

Free  
Now through September 8, Washington 

County households can register to bring up 

to four mattresses/box springs to an Envi-

ronmental Center free of charge.  

Online sign up is required. Once regis-

tration is submitted, participants will re-

ceive an email with detailed drop-off in-

structions.  

Collection may end early if limit is 

reached.  

https://www.washingtoncountymn.gov/379

7/Mattress-Collection 
 

Afton is planning curbside mattress recy-

cling again this fall. Watch your October 

Newsletter for details.  

http://exploreafton.com/
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Meeting Highlights 
August 4, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting  

The Commission: 
• Held a public hearing on an amendment to the Cannabis and Hemp Business 

Regulation Ordinance.   

 

August 19, 2025 City Council Meeting   

The Council:  
• Heard a presentation from Kate Thomas regarding the online Old Village 

Walking Tour of historic sites. 

• Appointed Todd Ringgenberg to serve on the Parks Committee. 

• Appointed Tom Vermeland to serve on the Heritage Preservation Commission. 

• Appointed Randy Nelson to serve on the Lower St. Croix Valley Fire District 

Board and Mandy Malecek to serve as alternate.  

• Approved an interim ordinance placing a moratorium on new permits or 

licenses for powered and unpowered ultra-light vehicles. (Ordinance 03-2025) 

• Approved an amendment to the Cannabis & Hemp business regulation 

ordinance (Ordinance 04-2025)  

• Received an update regarding the street improvement project for Valley Creek 

Trail and other streets. 

• Discussed providing resources to assist residents who want to allow deer 

hunters on their property.  

• Received an update on the long-range planning process for a Regional Trail 

from Battle Creek Regional Park to the St. Croix River.  

 
MEETING PACKETS, VIDEOS AND APPROVED MEETING MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT: 

www.ci.afton.mn.us 

 

 

 

At the August City Council meeting the online option for remote participation was disrupted by several hackers. Unfortunately, the 

online access option will not be available for Council or Planning Commission meetings until we can ensure a secure remote access op-

tion. I am very sorry about this because I know the option to participate remotely has been used and appreciated by residents since it 

first became available a few years ago. We have learned we are not alone in dealing with these types of issues, and hopefully we can learn 

from other cities how they are navigating this issue. We will do our best to get a secure remote participation option up and running as 

soon as possible. 

 

On a more positive note the council appointed three new volunteers to our committees and boards. Todd Ringgenberg was appointed to 

the Parks Committee, Tom Vermeland was appointed to the Heritage Preservation Commission and Mandy Malecek was appointed as an 

alternate member of the Lower St. Croix Valley Fire District Board.  In addition, Council member Randy Nelson was reappointed to the 

Fire District Board.  We are very fortunate to have residents who are willing to volunteer their time and talents in service to the com-

munity to make important contributions in these areas.    

 

The city continues to work on regulations related to deer hunting for 2026. For 2025, if you have large acreage and are interested in al-

lowing deer hunting, the city has been in touch with several bow hunters who live in Afton or have hunted in Afton for years who have 

offered to have their names out there if anyone is looking for someone with some history in our community. Please feel free to reach out 

to city staff for more information. 

 

-Bill 

Notes from the Mayor 

Planning Commission Opening 
The City is seeking an Afton resident from Ward 

4 to serve on the Planning Commission.  The 

Planning Commission is responsible for reviewing 

requests for rezoning, platting, subdivisions, con-

ditional use permits and variances.  The Commis-

sion is also involved in reviewing and updating the 

City’s land use ordinances and in the periodic 

updating of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, which 

is the City’s long term plan for managing land use 

and development with the overall goal of protect-

ing and preserving Afton’s natural, rural charac-

ter. 

 

Planning Commission Meetings are held the First 

Monday of Every Month at 7 p.m. at City Hall. 

 

The following is a link to the Ward Boundary 

Map.   

https://www.ci.afton.mn.us/vertical/sites/%7B2551

48F5-88B9-45F6-9726-

DD95D24AA11D%7D/uploads/2022_Afton_War

ds_Map.pdf 

 

Randy Nelson is the Council member for Ward 

4.  

 

Application forms are available on the city 

website or at City Hall. 
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Belwin Conservancy  

Upcoming Events 
Nature Explorers 

September 3 - October 22, 2025 

Time: 4:00 - 5:15pm, 6 weeks on Wednesday 

Belwin Education Site, Hilltop Classroom 

1553 Stagecoach Tr. So.  

Cost: $90 per child 

 

Summer's End on the Prairie 

September 9, 2025 

4:30 pm - 6:30 pm 

Belwin Education Site, Hilltop Classroom 

1553 Stagecoach Tr. So. Cost: Sliding Scale of 

of $26, $31, or $36 /person 

 

Artists in Residence Showcase 

Gallery Hours: Thursdays, Fridays, and Sun-

days, 12:00 PM - 4:00 PM 

Artist Reception: Thursday September 11, 

6:00 - 8:00 PM 

Artist Talk: Thursday, September 11, 6:30 - 

7:30 PM 

Savanna Center, 795 Indian Trail S.  

Cost: FREE 

 

Women Walking  

September 13 6:00pm - 9:00pm  

795 Indian Trail S.   

 

Creek Explorers: A Parent-Child Nature 

Adventure 

September 19   1:00 pm - 2:15 pm 

Belwin Education Site, Hilltop Classroom 

1553 Stagecoach Tr. S  Cost: $15 per child 

 

MN Mushrooms: To Know Them is to 

Love Them   September 20   

3:00pm - 4:30pm 1553 Stagecoach Trail S.,  

 

Take Me to the River - Art At Belwin 

September 21   12:00pm - 04:00pm  

795 Indian Trail S,  

 

For details and registration contact:  
Belwin Conservancy   

1553 Stagecoach Trail South 

Afton MN 55001  

651-436-5189   

www.belwin.org 

Afton Museum Speaker Series 
3165 St. Croix Trail S, Afton, MN 55001 

 

James Silas Rogers, Essayist and Poet 

Presents Landscapes of Memory: 

Why Cemeteries Matter  

Thursday, October 30, 2025 

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Light refreshments served 

 

Free event, Museum donations appreciated  

RSVP by October 27: 651-346-9494 or 

linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com 
 

2025 Water Sampling Program              
In June 2025 Afton residents were given the opportunity to have their well water tested 

for nitrates and Coliform bacteria.  150 sample kits were made available and 108 kits were 

picked up by Afton Residents.  Samples from 87 wells were returned for analysis.  The 

EPA drinking water standard for safe water is 10mg/L (milligrams per liter) or less for ni-

trate-nitrogen.  Coliform testing is reported as absent or present.   If Coliforms are pre-

sent, the sample is analyzed to see if E. coli are present. 

 

Nitrate results ranged from 0.05 (not detected) to 16.82.   Higher levels were once again 

noted in the more north and west parts of Afton (more open, frequently agriculture now 

in or in the past) and lower to the east and south (more trees, less agriculture now or in 

past).  A map with nitrate results can be reviewed online via the Afton website (look at 

the Newsletter), and can be manipulated / enlarged for viewing. 

 

Fourteen samples tested positive for Coliform bacteria, but none with E. Coli (the type of 

Coliform bacteria that could indicate sewage contamination).  Overall, this is 16% of all 

tested wells in Afton for 2025, lower than in previous years.  Wells testing positive for 

Coliform bacteria were scattered throughout Afton.  Washington County sends out in-

structions on the use of a bleach solution that can to be used to disinfect a well that 

shows the presence of any Coliform growth for those wells testing positive for Coliforms.  

This year there was no good correlation between nitrate levels and the presence of Coli-

forms.  Of the 51 wells with nitrate results of <=0.05 (no nitrates found), 9 grew Coli-

forms (18%).  Of the 12 wells with nitrate results of >0.5-2.0, 1 grew Coliforms, while 

none of the 7 samples with nitrate results of >2-5 grew Coliforms.  Of the 10 wells with 

nitrate levels of 5-10, 2 grew Coliforms and 2 of the 7 wells with nitrate results of >10 

grew Coliforms.  See enclosed table with these results.  Of note there were 3 wells test-

ing positive for Coliforms in the Old Village. 

 

As of August 1, of the 14 wells that tested positive for Coliform on the original collection 

date, 11 retest cultures have been done.   Unfortunately, 7 of the 11 repeat tests remain 

positive for Coliforms.   

 

Ongoing testing of well water for both nitrates and Coliform bacteria is the best way for 

well owners to monitor the quality and suitability of their drinking water.  With this infor-

mation, one can take corrective action if needed.  With ongoing participation in this city 

sponsored well water sampling program more data are provided to help residents under-

stand the health of our shared valuable water resource—our drinking water. 

 

In the future we hope to continue to provide sampling opportunities to the residents of 

Afton, and we encourage you to participate in this project.  The members of the NRGC 

would like to thank the City Council for their ongoing support for this program.  We wish 

to thank all those Afton residents who participated as this allows us to help monitor the 

health of our water.  

 

- Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee 

 

NITRATE 

NUMBER 

OF 

     NUMBER      

WITH % 

LEVEL SAMPLES  COLIFORMS  

0-2.0 63  10  16% 

For >0.05-2.0 12  1  8% 

2.1-5.0 7  0  0% 

5.1-10.0 10  2  20% 

>10 7  2  29% 

TOTAL 87  14  16% 

http://www.belwin.org
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
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Please recycle this 
newsletter after use. 

Online payments are now available for city 

permits & fees including Building Permits and 

Sewer Payments,   

www.ci.afton.mn.us  

Valley Library Events &  

Important Dates  
Library Closure Date: Monday Septem-

ber 1st in observance of the Labor Day Holi-

day 

Please note: Extended Access users can ac-

cess Valley Library on Labor Day 

 

All Ages:  

Celebrate Libraries, Reading, and Community 

on Saturday September 20th 11:00am-

1:00pm by joining the Washington County 

Library community at Oakdale Library for The 

Great North Star Read Together. Minnesotans 

across the state will gather together to show 

support for Libraries and demonstrate their 

vital role in the community. Bring a chair or 

blanket.  

 

For Adults: 

The annual Metro Library System Club Book 

series kicks off on Thursday September 

18th 7:00-8:00pm with Washington County 

Library hosting an online discussion with 

author Hanif Abdurraqib, moderated by mu-

sic journalist Andrea Swensson.   

 

Register today for a memoir writing work-

shop - Flash Memoir for Creating Community 

on Saturday September 20th 11:00am-

1:00pm. 

 

The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-

6:00pm on the 4th Thursday of every month. 

The title selection the Thursday Septem-

ber 25th meeting is “Ordinary Grace” by 

William Kent Krueger.   
 

For Kids:  

Thursday, September 18th  4:00-6:00  

Open Gaming for Families 

 

Monday, September 22nd  10:30-12:30  

Process Art Adventures 

 

Thursday, September 11th  3:00-4:00  

Homemade Playdough 

 

Mondays 10:30-11:00 am  Storytime  

 

Monday, September 15th 10:30-11:00  

Music and Movement Storytime 

 

Thursday, September 11th  6:00 pm  

Pajama Storytime 

 

For complete information and to register for 

programs contact:  

 

Valley Library  651-436-5882  

www.washcolib.org  


