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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Work Session Minutes
September 26, 2024

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:45 P.M.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 5:01 P.M. by Mayor Palmquist.

2. ROLL CALL: Council Members Stan Ross, Lucia Wroblewski and Annie Perkins. A Quorum was present.
Also present was City Administrator Ron Moorse and City Attorney Tom Radio.

3. Motion/Second: Ross/Wroblewski. To approve the agenda for the September 26, 2024 City Council Work
Session. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 4-0-0.

4. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Review of Short Term Home Rental Ordinance
City Administrator Moorse provided background on concerns related to short term home rentals in Afton, and
outlined a number of options for addressing the concerns though ordinance changes.

The Council discussed eliminating the type of short term home rental that is operated by an absentee owner, with
the possible exception of a short term rental located in a commercial building in the downtown Old Village area.
The Council discussed the difficulty of taking successful enforcement action regarding short term home rental
ordinance violations, and asked City Attorney Tom Radio whether enforcement actions regarding short term
home rental ordinance violations would be more difficult with an ordinance in place or with a total ban on short
term home rentals. City Attorney Radio indicated that enforcement actions would be less difficult with a total ban
on short term home rentals. He also indicated that, with a total ban, property owners would be discouraged from
making an investment in an illegal activity.

(Annie Perkins excused herself from the meeting at 5:45 p.m.)

B. City Administrator Updates
City Administrator Moorse provided a summary of a meeting he participated in with Washington County Public

Works staff regarding a planning process the County is conducting concerning improvements to the segment of
Valley Creek Road near Manning Avenue, and particularly improvements to the intersection at Manning Avenue.
Mayor Palmquist indicated the addition of a right turn lane at the intersection would be very beneficial in
reducing the queue and wait time at the intersection, and suggested that the Council, at its October 15 meeting,
approve a letter of support for a right turn lane as part of a temporary solution for the intersection.

5. ADJOURN
Motion/Second: Palmquist/Ross. To adjourn at 5:57 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 3-0-0.
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Afton City Council
work session APPROVED
September 26, 2024

Respectfully submitted by:

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

Approved by Council on October 15, 2024 (check one): Presented:

Mayor Bill Palmquist

Amended:

Date




