
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

  September 20, 2022  6 

Afton City Hall 7 

3033 St. Croix Trail 8 

Afton, MN 55001 9 

7:00 P.M. 10 

 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Pro Tem Stan Ross at 7:00pm  12 

 13 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   14 

 15 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Pro Tem Stan Ross, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Annie Perkins (via Zoom), 16 

Randy Nelson.  A Quorum was present.   Absent was Mayor Bill Palmquist (excused) 17 

ALSO PRESENT:   City Attorney Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse 18 

 19 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  20 

Move item c6 to c1. Move items c6-8 up to item 7.  21 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross  To approve the agenda for the September 20, 2022 Regular City 22 

Council meeting.  Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0.  23 

 24 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES    25 

A. Minutes of the August 16 City Council meeting  26 

B.  Minutes of the August 8 City Council Special meeting 27 

C . Minutes of the August 15 City Council Work session 28 

Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to approve the minutes of the August 16, August 8, and August 15, 29 

2022 City Council meetings with clarification to line 74 & 77. Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0.   30 

 31 

6.   PUBLIC INPUT –  32 

 Bob Dickie stated the Parks Committee is interested in having the ice-skating rink this year. Proposed 33 

putting a liner down to retain the water, along with side boards. Estimated cost will range $2000 – $4300.   34 

 35 

Robert Demaster, Afton Hills Drive, stated the tax forfeit parcel is behind and adjacent to his property. 36 

Would like to have more information on this before any decision is made.  37 

 38 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 39 

A.  Sheriff’s Report  40 

Report is in packet.  A Deputy was present. He stated the emphasis has been on continuing speed 41 

enforcement, including the traffic on 40th,  and also coming past city hall on St Croix Trail. Residents 42 

should be reminded to secure large trailers as there have been many thefts recently. A new deputy is in 43 

training for the area.  44 

 45 

B.  City Accountants Budget Report  46 

 Roger was present for questions and summarized the report.  47 

 48 

C.  Lower St Croix Fire District Report 49 

    No report  50 

 51 

D.  Donna Dielentheis- Constitution Week 52 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to approve Resolution 2022-46 proclaiming September 17-23 53 

Constitution Week.  Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0. 54 

 55 

E. Susan Loomis Application to serve on NRGC 56 

Motion/Second Wroblewski / Nelson to appoint Susan Loomis to a three-year term on the Natural 57 

Resources & Groundwater Committee Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.  58 



Afton City Council 

Regular City Council Meeting APPROVED 

September 20, 2022 

2 
 

 59 

F.  Nicholas Livingston application to serve on Parks Committee 60 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to appoint Nicholas Livingston to a three-year term on the Parks 61 

Committee.  Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.  62 

 63 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 64 

A. Just and Correct Claims 65 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – August  - Resolution 2022-42 66 

Motion/Second  Ross/Nelson  To approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2022-42.  Roll Call:  67 

All aye, passed 4-0.  68 

 69 

9.  CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 70 

A. Planning Commission Report   71 

1.  Tim Rivas application 72 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary of the application: Tim Rivas, representing Brown Trout 73 

LLC, has applied for a Minor Subdivision to rearrange lot lines on the parcel at 15901 Putnam 74 

Boulevard South (shown as PID# 15.28.20.14.0001 on the survey), the parcel at 2573 Stagecoach Trail 75 

(shown as PID# 15.028.20.41.0015 on the survey), and the parcels with PID #s 15.028.20.14.0003 and 76 

15.028.20.41.0014; all of which are owned by Brown Trout LLC.  The application does not create any 77 

additional lots.  The application reduces the number of lots from four to three.    78 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson move to adopt Resolution 2022-43 approving the Tim 79 

Rivas/Brown Trout LLC Minor Subdivision Application for Lot Line Rearrangements at 15901 80 

Putnam Boulevard South, 2573 Stagecoach Trail, and the parcels with PID #s 15.028.20.14.0003 81 

and 15.028.20.41.0014.  Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.  82 

 83 

2.  Thomas & Joalyce O’Connor Variance application for a new house on River Road 84 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to table the O’Connor Variance application on River Road item until 85 

the October meeting at the applicant’s request. Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0.   86 

 87 

3. Ground water Protection 88 

No action required tonight. The planning commission has been identifying efforts and evaluating to 89 

prioritize.  90 

 91 

B.   Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report) 92 

1.  Bridge Inspection 93 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer presented the Annual Bridge safety inspection proposal.  94 

Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to approve the bridge safety inspection proposal at amount not to 95 

exceed $2,450.00.Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.  96 

 97 

2.  Project Updates 98 

 Jeff Pearson, City Engineer reported final paving is complete in the Afton business park. The crack   99 

fill project is complete.   100 

 101 

C. Administration – 102 

1. 2021 Audit Report 103 

A Special meeting will be held to review. 104 

Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to schedule special meeting for Wednesday September 27 to review 105 

the audit report. Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.   106 

 107 

2. 2023 Proposed Budget & Tax Levy 108 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to approve Resolution 2022-44 adopting the 2023 Budget. Roll 109 
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call: all aye, passed 4-0. 110 

 111 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to approve Resolution 2022-45 adopting the tax levies for 112 

2023.  113 

Administrator Moorse stated the proposed levy is 4.37% increase over last year. Total budget increase 114 

5.07% 115 

Increases costs are primarily due to increase in building permit inspections and police costs.   116 

Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0. 117 

 118 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to set date for Budget Hearing on December 20, 2022 at the 119 

regular city council meeting. Roll call: all aye passed 4-0. 120 

 121 

3. Afton Creek Preserve incomplete items 122 

Administrator Moorse stated the list of incomplete items at Afton Creek Preserve are related to the 123 

restoration of the oak savannah area and the acquisition of the utility easement for the drain tile at Pond 124 

7. The developer has requested an update from their attorney regarding the status of the acquisition of 125 

the utility easement.  Staff will provide the update to the Council as soon as it is received. 126 

Council member Wroblewski stated that there has been a continuous history of issues. 127 

Council member Nelson stated if the parties are continuing to move forward with the easement, no 128 

reason for city to be involved with that item. 129 

Tom Radio, City Attorney, will contact their attorney and check on status, have discussion next month.  130 

 131 

4. 2023 Highland Sanitation fee adjustments 132 

Administrator Moorse stated the five-year contract with Highland Sanitation for solid waste and 133 

recycling services established specific fees for most cost items for each year of the contract.   The cost 134 

for solid waste service is split into two fee elements, one for collection and one for disposal.  The 135 

specific fees for solid waste collection were established by the contract for each year of the contract.  136 

The fees for the solid waste disposal element, are tied to the annual percentage increase in the disposal 137 

costs (tipping fees) at the County Recycling and Energy Center.   138 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to approve an 18.4% increase in the monthly residential and 139 

commercial trash disposal fees for 2023.  Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0. 140 

 141 

5.  Constitution Week Proclamation 142 

Completed above 143 

 144 

6.  Acquisition of tax forfeit parcel 145 

Administrator Moorse stated that Washington County has notified Afton of a parcel that has been tax 146 

forfeited, and has requested that the City either approve the parcel for sale or request conveyance of the 147 

parcel to the City for an authorized public use or public purpose.   148 

Robert Demaster, neighbor to the north, stated historically it was a cartway which allowed development 149 

of the lot. Neighbors don’t want another individual to purchase the road. Keep public property if it’s a 150 

cartway or let the neighbors purchase for a shared road.  151 

Tom Radio, City Attorney would like time to look into the full history and determine best action in 152 

October.  153 

 154 

7. Appointment to the NRGC 155 

Completed above  156 

 157 

8. Appointment to Parks Committee 158 

Completed above 159 

 160 
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9. Letter of support for John Kaul 161 

In response to a notification of a vacancy on the Valley Branch Watershed District Board of 162 

Managers, John Kaul, an Afton resident, has applied for appointment to the vacant position.   163 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to write a letter of support from the Council for John 164 

Kaul’s application for appointment to a vacant position on the Valley Branch Watershed 165 

District Board of Managers. Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.  166 

 167 

10. Schedule work session 168 

Completed above 169 

 170 

D. Committee Reports –   171 

1. Public Works – no report  172 

2. Personnel – no report  173 

3. Parks – no meeting. Items for next meeting include: ice rink, planting for levee, noise 174 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – no report  175 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater –  new members 176 

6. Ag Preservation Committee –  no report  177 

7. Police Services Liaisons –   no report  178 

  179 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 180 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins –  no report  181 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski – no report 182 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – no report 183 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson – no report 184 

E. Mayor Palmquist – absent 185 

F. City Attorney Radio – no report 186 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no repot  187 

 188 

 189 

11.  ADJOURN 190 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to adjourn.  All aye, passed 4-0. 191 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:39 pm 192 

 193 

 194 

 195 

 196 

Respectfully submitted by: 197 

 198 

    JY  199 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 200 

 201 

 202 

 203 

Approved by Council September 20, 2022 as (check one):  Presented: ____X____ Amended:      ______ 204 

 205 

 206 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 207 


