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Minnesota Department of Transportation
Mefropolitan District

Waters Edge Building

1500 County Road B2 West

Roseville, MN 55113

September 20, 2016

Ronald Moorse

City Administrator
City of Afton

3033 Saint Croix Trail
PO Box 219

Afton, MN 55001

SUBJECT:  Brockman Tricking Parking Expansion, Mn/DOT Review #P16-050
SE quad 1-94 and Neal Ave (CSAH71)
Afton / Washington County
Control Section 8282

Dear Mr. Moorse:

The Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) has reviewed the above referenced plat
in compliance with Minnesota Statute 505.03, subdivision 2, Plats. Before any further
development, please address the following issues:

Right of way

MnDOT owns all access rights along 1-94 in this area. Please be sure all construction, grading
and future maintenance will have sufficient room within the property boundary. Please label and
show existing MnDOT right of way and access control.

For questions regarding these comments please contact Ashley Roup at 651-234-7558 or
ashley.roup@state.mn.us. '

Design:
The grading is shown up to the MnDOT fence for I-94., The fence needs to remain in place. Add

notes to the plan to protect the fence during construction.

For questions regarding these comments please contact Nancy Jacobson in MnDOT Design at
651.234.7647 or Nancy.L.Jacobson{@state.mn.us.

Permits:
Access and Drainage permits are on file. Any use of or work within or affecting MnDOT right of

way requires a permit. Permit forms are available from MnDOT’s utility website:
http://www.dot.state.mn.us/utility/forms.html. Please include one 11x17 plan set and one full
size plan set with each permit application. Please direct any permitting questions to Buck Craig
651-234-7911 of MnDOT’s Metro Permits section.




Review Submittal Options:
MnDOT’s goal is to complete the review of plans within 30 days. Submittals sent in
electronically can usually be turned around faster. There are four submittal options. Please

submit either:
1. One (1) electronic pdf version of the plans. MnDOT can accept the plans via e-mail at
metrodevreviews.dot(@state.mn.us provided that each separate e-mail is under 20 megabytes.
2. Three (3) sets of full size plans. Although submitting seven sets of full size plans will
expedite the review process. Plans can be sent to:
MnDOT — Metro District Planning Section
Development Reviews Coordinator
1500 West County Road B-2
Roseville, MN 55113
3. One (1) compact disc.
4, Plans can also be submitted to MnDOT’s External FTP Site. Please send files to:

ftp://ftp2.dot.state. mn.us/pub/incoming/MetroWatersEdge/Planning Internet Explorer doesn’t -
work using fip so please use an FTP Client or your Windows Explorer (My Computer). Also,
please send a note to metrodevreviews.dot@state.mn.us indicating that the plans have been
submitted on the FTP site.

If you have any questions concerning this review, please contact me at (651) 234-7784.

Sincerely,

iy

Karen Scheffing
Principal Planner

CC:

Bryce Fossand, Water Resources
Buck Craig, Permits

Ashley Roup, Right of way
Kaare Festvog, Traffic

Ryan Coddington, Area Engineer
Nancy Jacobson, Design

Russ Owen, Met Council
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City of Afton
3033 St. Croix Trl, P.O. Box 219

Meeting Date Sept. 20, 2016 Afton, MN 55001

Council Action Memo

To: Mayor Bend and Members of the City Council

From: Ron Moorse, City Administrator

Date: September 14, 2016

Re: Preliminary 2017 budget and Tax levy — Supplemental

Preliminary 2017 Budget:  Resolution 2016-49
Preliminary 2017 Tax levy: Resolution 2016-50

Budget Overview
The proposed 2017 budget reflects an effort to avoid discretionary expenditure and tax levy increases
for general city operations to enable a focus on providing additional funding for street improvements.

Street Improvements Funding

The City Council met on Wednesday, September 14 and Friday, September 16 to review and discuss
priority street improvement needs and funding options for meeting those priority needs. While the
Council did not reach a consensus regarding a street improvements funding plan, the Council directed
staff to draft budget and levy resolutions reflecting a levy for street improvements of $375,000. This is
an increase of $175,000, or 87.5%, over the 2016 street improvements levy.

Tax levies and Transfers

° The $75,000 levy that was used to partially fund the high speed internet project in 2016 has
been partially redirected to the Special Reserve Fund to repay the $50,000 used from that fund
as a temporary partial funding source for the high speed internet project and partially redirected
to the Street Improvement Capital Fund to increase the annual level of street improvement
funding.

° The levy to the Street Improvement Capital Fund has been increased by $175,000 by
redirecting $25,000 of the 2016 High Speed Internet levy to the Street Improvement Fund and
by an additional levy of $150,000 to position the City to meet current and future street
improvements needs.

Tax Levy, Tax Rate and Impact on Property Owners

The proposed 2017 budget results in a total tax levy, including the General Fund levy and the debt
service and transfer levies, of $2,041,901. This is a $182,210 or 9.86% increase over the total 2016
levy. The main item causing this increase is the $150,000 levy increase for street improvements
funding.

Tax Rate
Based on the proposed total levy, the City’s tax rate would be increased from 29.373% in 2016 to

32.324% in 2017.



Impact on Property Owners

The proposed budget and tax levy would result in the City’s share of property taxes on a home valued
at $200,000 being $581.14, an increase of $50.08 or 9.43% over 2016. For a home valued at $500,000
the City’s share of property taxes would be $1,608.81, an increase of $140.17 or 9.54% over 2016. For
a commercial property valued at $500,000, the city’s share of property taxes would be $2,975.19, an
increase of $258.20, or 9.50% over 2016.

Certification of Preliminary Tax Levy

The City is required to submit the preliminary tax levy to the County by September 30. The
preliminary tax levy certified to the County cannot be increased, but can be reduced. The final budget
and tax levy will be adopted in December, after the Council holds a Budget and Tax hearing.

Date for Budget and Tax Hearing

The date for the required Budget and Tax Hearing also needs to be provided to the County. This
hearing is normally held at the beginning of the December City Council meeting, which will be on
December 20, 2016.

COUNCIL ACTION REQUESTED

Motion regarding the adoption of a resolution approving the preliminary 2017 budget.

Motion regarding the adoption of a resolution approving the preliminary 2017 tax levy for certification to
the County.

Motion to set the date and time for the Budget and Tax Hearing for the adontion of the final 2017 budget
and tax levy

@ Page 2



RESOLUTION 2016-47

CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING PROPOSED TAX LEVIES FOR 2017

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Afton, County of Washington, Minnesota,

that the following sum of money be levied in the current year for collection in 2017, upon taxable

property in the City of Afton, for the following purposes:

Proposed General Certified Levy $1,634,068
Proposed Debt Service Fund Certified Levy: Fire Station

Expansion/Remodel $49,833
Proposed Debt Service Fund Certified Levy — Road Improvement $260,000
Proposed Debt Service Fund Certified Levy — Downtown Improvement

Projects (Temp Bonds $28,000+ PFA Loans $70,000) $98,000
Total Proposed Certified Levy $2,041,901

The City Administrator/Clerk is hereby instructed to transmit a certified copy of this Resolution

to the County Auditor of Washington County, Minnesota.

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AFTON THIS 20th DAY OF

SEPTEMBER, 2016.

SIGNED:

Richard Bend, Mayor

ATTEST:

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

Motion by:
Second by:
Palmquist:
Nelson:
Ross:
Richter:
Bend:




RESOLUTION 2016-46

CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PROPOSED 2017 BUDGET

BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Afton, County of Washington,
Minnesota, to approve the 2017 Budget as presented in Attachment A.

Total Budget $2,222,110

The City Administrator/Clerk is hereby instructed to transmit a certified copy of this Resolution
to the County Auditor of Washington County, Minnesota.

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AFTON THIS 20th DAY OF
SEPTEMBER, 2016.

SIGNED:

Richard Bend, Mayor
ATTEST:

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

Motion by:
Second by:
Palmquist:
Richter:
Ross:
Nelson:
Bend:
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Lower St Croix Valley Fire Department Relief

Association
1560 St Croix Trail S
Lakeland, MN 55043

(651) 436-7033

Date: Saturday September 17, 2016

From: Lower St Croix Valley Fire Department Relief Association (LSCVFDRA) Board of Directors
To: Honorable Mayor City of Afton

Dear Honorable mayor and city council,

Please receive the following enclosures and action items:

- Request for City resolution ratifying benefit level increase
- Copy of City of Afton council meeting minutes from February 17, 2015 approving prior resolution
- Funding Ratio calculations used by membership to approve benefit level increase

The General Membership (your residents, neighbors & firefighters) of the Lower St Croix Valley Firefighters Relief
Association voted at their June 2016 Annual Meeting to approve a benefit level increase. As you are aware, the
Relief Association must have 100% joint powers cities approval for the benefit level to become fully ratified.

The membership and Board of Directors approved benefit level is $ 3400/ year of service, an increase of $150/
year. The last increase was also $150/ year as ratified by all cities in February 2015, effective December 9, 2014

Resolution request:

Whereas, the Lower St Croix Valley Firefighters Association has approved a pension of $3,400 per year of
service and

Whereas, the Lower St Croix Valley Firefighters Relief Association is respectfully requesting the member
cities of the Lower St Croix Valley Fire Department to approve a pension of $3,400 per year of service in
order to attract and retain firefighters.

Now, therefore, be it resolved by the City Council of the City of Afton Minnesota does hereby approve the
Lower St Croix Valley Firefighters Relief Association pension of $3,400 per year of service effective July
1, 2016.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Kevin R. Johnson

Treasurer, Lower St Croix Valley Firefighters Relief Assn
robkev@comcast.net

C- (612) 209-2825

Encl: see above for attachment list
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
February 17, 2015

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 p.m.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 p.m. by Mayor Bend.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was recited.
3. ROLL CALL: Council Members Palmquist, Richter, Ross, Nelson, and Mayor Bend. Quorum present.

OTHERS PRESENT: City Attorney Fritz Knaak, City Engineer Diane Hankee, Planning Commission Chair
Barbara Ronningen, City Administrator Ron Moorse and Deputy Clerk Kim Swanson Linner.

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
A. Approval of the Agenda for the Regular City Council meeting of February 17, 2015 —Item 8D, Lower

St. Croix Valley Community Foundation was removed; Items 8B, Lower St. Croix Fire District and 8C, Yellow
Ribbon Alliance St. Croix Valley were delayed until the presenters arrived after a Fire District training session.

Motion/Second: Richter/Nelson. To approve the February 17, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting agenda
as amended. Motion carried 5-0-0.

It was noted that the Sheriff’s Deputy was in attendance; Council decided to move the Sheriff’s Report on the
Agenda to Item 5. The amendment was accepted by Richter and Nelson.

5. Sheriff’s Report (from Item 8A) — Deputy Nick Sullivan reminded residents to make clear the address to
their property, especially on long driveways, so that emergency services aren’t slowed down by trying to find an
address.

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Minutes of the January 20, 2015 Regular City Council meeting — A minor typo to change 2014 to 2015

on the front page was noted.

Motion/Second: Richier/Palmguist. To approve the minutes of the January 20, 2015 Regular City
Council Meeting as presented. Motion carried 5-0-0.

7. PUBLIC INPUT -
David Eastwood, 16033 Putnam Blvd, Afton, felt the slopes and drainage shown on drawings from the

Minnesota Pollution Control Agengy (MPCA) are problematic.

8. REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report — [was moved to Item 5]

B. Lower St. Croix Fire District — will give report when they arrive after their training.

C. Yellow Robbon Alliance St. Croix Valley — no report from Judy Seeberger; not in attendance.

D. Lower St. Croix Valley Community Foundation — [was removed from the agenda]

E. Jim Bougie, Finance Committee Report — reported that he will need to wait for the 2014 Year End
Financials and the 2014 Audit Report to make a year end report. He has compared the refinancing amortization
schedule with the original and it appears the city has saved $110,000 due to refinancing the 2005 Road Bonds. It
was noted that Mr. Bougie should be sent agendas and invited to all city meetings involving finances.
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Motion/Second: Palmquist/Richter. To adopt Resolution 2015-13 renewing the Animal Control Services
contract with Kathi Pelnar for a two-year period with a term ending in February 2017. ROLL CALL: All
Ayes. Motion carried 5-0-0.

3. Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Relief Association Pension Benefit Increase Request — Resolution
2015-18 — [This item was moved up to accommodate LSCV Firefighters in attendance.] Jim Stanley, Chief Kris
Peterson and Kevin Wall, of the Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Department (LSCVFD), arrived after their training
to give their report regarding the pension benefit request. Jim Stanley explained that the Lower St. Croix Valley
Firefighters Relief Association approved an increase in its maximum pension benefit from $3,100 per year of
service to $3,250 per year of service. The Association is now requesting the member cities of the Lower St.
Croix Valley Fire Department Joint Powers Agreement to approve the pension increase. He explained there is
no cost to the member cities related to the pension benefit increase, unless the pension fund experiences a
funding deficit. While the Relief Association has only had one funding deficit in its history, which occurred
during the recent economic downturn, there is always the possibility of a similar occurrence. When there is a
funding deficit, the member cities are required to provide sufficient funding to eliminate the deficit over a ten
year period. The recent funding deficit was eliminated in four years through city funding and improved
investment earnings. The cost to Afton was $30,398 over four years.

Council Discussion:
Council asked for additional information related to the pension benefit increase request. The Fire District

representatives provided the following details:

e The calculation of the 24% surplus in the pension fund is based on the $3,250 pension benefit and the 2013
audited financial results for the pension fund.

e The State Auditor uses a 5% rate of return when determining whether a pension fund is fully funded. The
LSCVFD pension fund was targeted for a 10.5% rate of return in 2013, and had a 13.3% actual rate of return.

e The calculation of full funding of the peusion fund is based on paying every firefighter 100% of the maximum
benefit amount for their years of service, regardless of when members may retire, and including those who are
not yet vested.

MotionSecond: Richter/Palmguist. To adopt Resolution 2015-18 approving a pension benefit increase
from $3,100 to $3,250 per year of service for the Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Relief Association. ROLL
CALL: All Ayes. Motion carried 5-0-0.

4. Support for CLG grant application — Resolution 2015-17 — Administrator Moorse reported that the
Afton Heritage Preservation Commission (HPC) has identified thirteen properties as meriting local designation
as historic landmarks. The list of the properties was provided to Council in the packet. Moorse explained the
local designation process involves the nomination of properties for review by the State Historic Preservation
Office. The nomination will require considerable historic research to enable the completion of a nomination
form for each property. He explained that the HPC would like to hire a consultant to conduct the historic
research and complete the nomination forms. The cost of the consultant work for thirteen propetties is estimated
at $20,000. The HPC has applied for a Legacy Grant in the amount of $10,000, and has also applied for a
Certified Local Government (CLG) Grant in the amount of $10,000 to provide the remainder of the required
funding and to provide the required cash match for the Legacy Grant. The historic research work is contingent
on obtaining the grant funding. The consultant would be selected through an RFP process, and the Council
would need to approve the hiring. He informed that the CLG grant application requires an indication of the
Council’s support of the grant application.

Motion/Second: Palmquist/Nelson. To adopt Resolution 2015-17 indicating the Council’s support of an
application for a Certified Local Government Grant to fund the local historic designation process for
thirteen Afton properties. ROLL CALL: All Ayes. Motion carried S-0-0.




2016 LSCVFD SC-16 Projections

Ending Balance 12/31/2015 S 1,504,506

Market Projection S - Assumes a flat market in 2016

State Aid S 38,041 Estimated fall 2016 deposit
Supplimental Aid S 9,307 Estimated fall 2016 deposit
Administrative Expenses S (7,500) Actual

Ending Balance 12/31/2016 $ 1,544,354

Pension

Amount Liability Surplus Funding Ratio % change

S 3,250 $ 1,304,956 $ 239,398 118.35%

$ 3,300 $ 1,324,019 $§ 220,335 116.64% -1.70%

$ 3,350 $ 1,343,082 $ 201,272 114.99%  -1.66%

$ 3,400 $ 1,362,145 $ 182,209 113.38%  -1.61%

S 3,450 $ 1,381,208 S 163,146 111.81% -1.56%

S 3,500 $ 1,400,271 S 144,083 110.29% -1.52%
Market Projection Assumptions: Month end value Schange % change
January 2016- market value S 1,394,762 S (109,744) -7.29%
February 2016- market value S 1,388,576 $  (115,930) -7.71%
March 2016- market value S 1,456,958 S (47,548) -3.16%
April 2016- market value S 1,473,881 S  (30,625) -2.04%
August 2016- market value S 1,532,028 S 27,522 1.83%

LSCVFD Board of Directors is recomending 110-115% funding ratio
Harmon/Hartom financial advisors are recomending to their cliants market will be flat to +/-2%
Parr McKnight Financial Advisors are recomending to their clients market will be flat
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Letter of Agreement for Maintenance of Upper 34" Street South

The gravel portion of Upper 34" Street South is in need of maintenance involving the placement of lime
rock. The residents who use the road have historically performed and/or paid the cost of this
maintenance. The City has now declared this road to be a “Minimum Maintenance Road” and will
undertake minimum maintenance, which will involve adding and grading needed lime rock and clearing
culverts at least twice annually. Further, upon agreement of the undersigned property owners, the City
will undertake to contract for snow removal in the winter and the owners agree to reimburse the City
100% of that cost. Further, the City shall post signs allowing for only seasonal access on the road by the
public. By signing this agreement, the undersigned owners agree that if they do not each pay their one-
third share of the cost of snow removal within 30 days of receipt of an invoice from the City, the unpaid
amount may be assessed to their property and they agree they will not appeal the assessment. Further,
the property owners agree that this agreement is intended to attach to their properties and bind any
future property owners or their own successors in interest.

Signed Signed
For the property owners For the City of Afton
Date Date
Tim Holupchinski Ronald J. Moorse
15616 Upper 34 Street S. City Administrator
Date
Rick Davis

15612 Upper 34 Street S.

Date

Denis Stoddard
15606 Upper 34 Street S.



