
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

   6 

September 19, 2023  7 

Afton City Hall 8 

3033 St. Croix Trail 9 

Afton, MN 55001 10 

7:00 P.M. 11 

 12 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00pm  13 

 14 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   15 

 16 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins  17 

& Stan Ross. A quorum was present.   18 

ALSO PRESENT:   Planning Commission Chair Kris Kopitzke, City Engineer Jeff Pearson, City Attorney 19 

Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse  20 

 21 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  22 

Add items 9D8 “Flood Pump” and 9D9 “Donation of tree at park”  23 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the September 19, 2023 Regular City 24 

Council meeting.  Passed 5-0.  25 

 26 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   27 

A. Minutes of the August 15, 2023 City Council Meeting 28 

B. Minutes of the August 7, 2023 Council Work Session   29 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the minutes of the August 7 and August 15, 2023 Council 30 

meetings. Passed 5-0.  31 

 32 

6.   PUBLIC INPUT –  33 

 Lisa Buck, 15740 Upper 34th St., stated her position against the short term rental doesn’t change if the 34 

application changes to a type B.  35 

 36 

Andrea Schotzko, 3322 Pennington, agrees with what Lisa said. Thank you to the council for listening to the 37 

neighborhood concerns. Short term rentals bring a change to the neighborhoods.  38 

 39 

Edmund Knee, 3404 Pennington Ave S, stated that laws have not kept up with technology for rental 40 

businesses. Would like to see a moratorium on short term rentals.  41 

 42 

Tina Scaramuzzo, 3 Coulee Ridge Road, stated she her concerns about the short term rental remain in place 43 

regardless of what type it is. Road access should be taken under consideration.  44 

 45 

Gary Muellerleile, 5 Coulee Ridge Rd, stated that he agrees with the others. The ordinance is not in spirit 46 

with Afton and should be revisited. 47 

 48 

Margorie Wade, 13506 Valley Creek Tr, stated the property near hers has had dirt bikes & ATVs racing all 49 

weekend on trails.  50 

 51 

Resident, Pennington Ave S, stated he agrees with neighbors, would like city to pause to get the ordinance 52 

right.  53 

 54 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 55 

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report – written report in packet 56 

 57 

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report – written report in packet 58 
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 59 

 60 

 61 

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report –  62 

Council member Nelson reported that the budget item was adjusted.  63 
 64 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 65 

A. Just and Correct Claims  66 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – August - Resolution 2023-34 67 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2023-34. Roll call: 68 

All aye, passed 5-0. 69 

 70 

9.  CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 71 

A. Planning Commission Report   72 

 1.  Ben Spader and Anthony Niedwiecki Application for a Conditional Use Permit for a Type C Home 73 

Rental License at 15711 Upper 34th St. - Resolution 2023-35 74 

Administrator Moorse stated that the application has been withdrawn in writing from the applicant.  75 

 76 

2.  Draft Shoreland Ordinance Amendments Regarding Tree Protection and Replacement  77 

Chair Kopitzke reported that the Planning Commission had questions and concerns regarding the 78 

requirement to maintain the replacement trees in perpetuity. 79 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to refer the draft amendments to the Shoreland 80 

Management and St. Croix Riverway ordinances to the Planning Commission for a public 81 

hearing.  Passed 5-0. 82 

 83 

3.  Groundwater Protection 84 

At it’s last meeting the Planning Commission discussed Afton’s current ordinance regarding the use of 85 

lawn fertilizer and chemicals and determined it did not require revisions at this time.  86 
 87 

 88 

C. Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report) 89 

1. 2023 Crackfill Project Invoice  90 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer, reported the 2023 crackfill project is complete. 91 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve payment for the 2023 crackfill project. Passed 5-0.   92 

 93 

2. 2023 Annual Bridge Safety Inspection Proposal 94 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve the annual safety inspection proposal from WSB.  Passed 95 

5-0.  96 

 97 

3. Project Updates   98 

Jeff reported they have been monitoring projects up at the business park area. 99 

Council member Wroblewski asked about next check list for Afton Creek Preserve.  100 

Jeff said they have been approved to put the second lift on roads. The punch list has to be complete be-101 

fore the city can accept the roads. 102 
 103 

D. Administration –  104 

1. Update Fee Schedule for Administrative Civil Citations – Resolution 2023-36 105 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Resolution 2023-36 updating the schedule of civil fines 106 

for violation of the City Code.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  107 

 108 

2. 2024 Proposed Preliminary Budget and Tax Levy – Resolutions 2023-37 and 2023-38 109 
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Administrator Moorse stated that the Council has discussed the 2024 Proposed Budget and Tax Levy in 110 

work sessions on July 31, August 7 and September 11.  The discussions included both the General Fund 111 

operating expenditures, which involve the day-to-day operations of the City; debt service levies; and 112 

funding for capital expenditures including street improvements and bridge improvements.  While there 113 

are elements of the budget on which the Council did not reach final agreement, the Council agreed to 114 

move forward to certify a preliminary proposed budget and tax levy at this time, and have further 115 

discussions prior to finalizing the budget and tax levy at the December 19, 2023 Council meeting.   116 

 117 

Discussion was held over enforcement coverage. Council member Ross recommended budgeting for 118 

enforcement for three deputies and cars for each city event and the flood run. Mayor Palmquist noted 119 

that there is flexibility in the budget to move and reallocate funds. 120 

  121 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Resolution 2023-37 approving the proposed 122 

2024 budget. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  123 

 124 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Resolution 2023-38 approving the proposed 125 

2024 tax levy for certification to the County.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  126 

 127 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to set the date and time for the Budget and Tax Hearing for the 128 

adoption of the final 2024 budget and tax levy as December 19, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 129 

 130 

3. 2024 Sanitary Sewer Rate – Resolution 2023-39 131 

Administrator Moorse stated that based on a projection of revenues and expenditures when all properties 132 

are connected to the wastewater treatment system, it is estimated that in order to fully fund operational 133 

costs as well as provide funding for future major equipment repairs and replacements, the monthly 134 

sewer fee will need to be increased in 2024 and in future years.  The monthly sewer fee is proposed to 135 

increase from $50 per sewer unit to $55 per sewer unit in 2024.    136 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to adopt Resolution 2023-39 reflecting the proposed updated 2024 137 

sanitary sewer rate of $55 per sewer unit. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  138 

 139 

4. Highland Sanitation 2024 Fee Adjustments 140 

Administrator Moorse stated that the five-year contract with Highland Sanitation for solid waste and 141 

recycling services established specific fees for most cost items for each year of the contract.   The cost 142 

for solid waste service is split into two fee elements, one for collection and one for disposal.  The 143 

specific fees for solid waste collection were established by the contract for each year of the contract.  144 

The fees for the solid waste disposal element, are tied to the annual percentage increase in the disposal 145 

costs (tipping fees) at the County Recycling and Energy Center.  For 2024, these disposal costs are 146 

increasing from $103/ton to $121/ton. This is an increase of 17.48%. 147 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to approve a 17.48% increase in the monthly residential and 148 

commercial trash disposal fees for 2024.  Passed 5-0.  149 

 150 

5.  Moratorium on Short Term Home Rental Applications - Ordinance 07-2023 (Taken out of order) 151 

Administrator Moorse stated that the City has experienced negative impacts to neighboring properties, 152 

including noise and excessive traffic from activities related to short term home rentals.  It may be 153 

necessary to take time to study and consider new regulations to govern short term home rentals in the 154 

City, and whether zoning ordinance changes and other regulations are required to assure the health, 155 

safety, and welfare of City residents.  156 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to approve Ordinance 07-2023 establishing a moratorium on 157 

Short Term Rental applications effective September 19, 2023 and to remain in effect until September 158 

2024.  159 

Council member Nelson stated he doesn’t feel these are appropriate in Afton.  160 
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Mayor Palmquist has received feedback that people were already doing this; the challenge is how to 161 

regulate if there are issues. This moratorium will provide time to discuss.  162 

Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  163 

 164 

6.  Schedule Council Work Sessions 165 

A work session will be scheduled in October  166 

 167 

7.  Gehrke Variance Application at 3561 St. Croix Trail (This item is on the agenda only for 168 

continuation to the October 17, 2023 Council meeting.  No other action will be taken.) 169 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to continue to the October meeting. Passed 5-0.   170 

 171 

8. Flood Pump  172 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve addition of a quick disconnect to the flood pump 173 

during annual maintenance. Passed 5-0.  174 

 175 

9.  Tree Donation at Town Square Park 176 

Motion/Second Nelson/Palmquist to accept tree donation for Town Square Park from Kevin 177 

Kunkel pending location review by public works.  Passed 5-0.  178 

 179 

 180 

D. Committee Reports –   181 

1. Public Works – no report 182 

2. Personnel – no report 183 

3. Parks –  Council member Perkins attended the last meeting. The tree donation was discussed; the 184 

committee would also like to know the balance in the parks fund.   185 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – Mayor Palmquist attended the meeting. The 186 

commission is working on developing a walking tour for downtown and for Valley Creek. 187 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater – Council member Ross attended the meeting. Discussion was 188 

held on groundwater and well test results.  189 

6. Ag Preservation Committee –  Council member Wroblewski attended the last meeting. Discussion 190 

was held on land preservation.    191 

7. Police Services Liaisons –   Council member Ross reported there have been issues with animals on 192 

15th and 40th, dirt bikes and vegetation removal on property on Valley Creek, continuing issues at 193 

Manning & 40th.   194 

 195 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 196 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins –  no report 197 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski –no report 198 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – Council member Ross reported the museum applied for a grant to do an 199 

interpretive plan.  200 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson –  no report 201 

E. Mayor Palmquist – no report  202 

F. City Attorney Radio –  City Attorney Radio suggested that a CUP be required at the Manning & 40th 203 

church lot, or require physical barrier to close at night.  204 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no report 205 

 206 

11.  ADJOURN 207 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adjourn.  All aye, Passed 5-0.   208 

 Meeting adjourned at  9:10 pm. 209 

 210 

 211 
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 212 

Respectfully submitted by: 213 

 214 

    JY  215 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 216 

 217 

 218 

 219 

Approved by Council October 17, 2023 as (check one):  Presented: ___X_____ Amended:      ______ 220 

 221 

 222 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 223 


