
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

   6 

September 16, 2025  7 

Afton City Hall 8 

3033 St. Croix Trail 9 

Afton, MN 55001 10 

7:00 P.M. 11 

 12 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00 pm  13 

 14 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   15 

 16 

3. ROLL CALL:  Council Members Stan Ross, Annie Perkins, Lucia Wroblewski & Mayor Palmquist.  17 

Absent was Randy Nelson (excused). A quorum was present.    18 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Administrator Ron Moorse, Planning commission Chair Kris Kopitzke, City 19 

Engineer Tyler Hastings, City Attorney Tom Radio. 20 

 21 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  22 

Motion/Second Perkins/Ross To approve the agenda for the September 16, 2025 Regular City Council 23 

meeting with addition. Passed 4-0.  24 

 25 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   26 

A. Minutes of the August 19, 2025 City Council Meeting   27 

B. Minutes of the September 8, 2025 City Council Work Session Meeting- 28 

Wroblewski noted line 185 of the August 19 minutes should include the information that the “tree is lo-29 

cated in the Lower St Croix River District which has protections”.  30 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve the minutes of August 19 and September 8 City Coun-31 

cil Meeting and Work Session with amendment noted.  Passed 4-0.  32 

 33 

6.  PUBLIC INPUT –  34 

 Tyrell Bleifus, 12041 15th St S. has concerns about development along the Manning corridor and the loss of 35 

agricultural land.  36 

 37 

Marjorie Wade, 13506 Valley Creek Trail. Spoke about activity on the property across from her with the 38 

ATV track. The property owner had a permit for fireworks.  Looks like tree clearing is going on – would like 39 

to have it looked at.  40 

 41 

Dave Houlistov, General Manager at Afton Marina, has concerns about the commercial waste hauling rates 42 

being charged by Highland. Stated that commercial properties are paying 35% more for trash rates over 43 

haulers outside of Afton. Would like to apply for a variance so that commercial properties can bring in 44 

another hauler for service.  45 

 46 

A moment of silence for victims of gun violence.  47 

 48 

 7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 49 

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report  50 

Report in packet.  51 

 52 

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report  53 

Report in packet. 54 
 55 

C.  Lower St. Croix Fire District Report  - 2026 Proposed Budget – Resolution 2025-34 56 
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Administrator Moorse stated that the Lower St. Croix Valley Fire District Board has proposed the 2026 Fire 57 

Department Budget.  The proposed budget reflects a cost increase to the five Fire District cities of approxi-58 

mately 15%.  The two main expenditure items causing the increase in the budget are an increase of $26,700 or 59 

30% in the budget for Fire Chief Compensation, and an increase from $16,000 to $50,880 in duty crew compen-60 

sation expense.  The budget reflects a budget review process that involved the five cities of the Fire District, in-61 

cluding feedback from the City of Afton.  62 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Resolution 2025-34 regarding the Lower St. Croix Valley 63 

Fire Department proposed 2026 Budget.   64 

 65 

D.  Lauren Froelich and Kate McGinn Applications to Serve on the Planning Commission 66 

Lauren and Kate were both present and briefly stated why they were interested in serving on the Planning 67 

Commission.  68 

The council will discuss in a work session and be in touch with the applicants.  69 

 70 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 71 

A. Just and Correct Claims 72 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – August 2025 - Resolution 2025-35 73 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2025-35 Roll call: 74 

All aye, passed 4-0.  75 

 76 

9. COUNCIL BUSINESS 77 

A. Planning Commission  78 

1.  Onken Properties, LLC Minor Subdivision to Create Three Lots at PID # 07.028.20.24.0003 Located 79 

North and East of 1469 Manning Avenue – Resolution 2025-36 80 

Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application. The application is for a minor subdivision at PID 81 

07.028.20.23.0003, located northeast of the intersection of Manning Ave (MN 95) and 15th St S. This 82 

proposal would split one 38.72- acre lot into three lots measuring 12.0 acres (Parcel A), 13.35 acres (Parcel 83 

B), and 13.37 acres (Parcel C). Access to all lots would be from existing roads (15th St S) and no new 84 

road infrastructure is needed. 85 

The Planning Commission held a public hearing and considered this subdivision request. During the 86 

public hearing, one neighbor said that he was attending to learn more about the proposed subdivision, and 87 

another resident expressed concern about the future ramifications of the Agricultural district’s large lot 88 

sizes, in terms of the ease of re-subdividing into much smaller lots in the future. 89 

The Planning Commission voted 7-1 to recommend approval of the minor subdivision request, with the 90 

added condition that Parcel C’s building location is east of the quarter-quarter section line, which has been 91 

added to the list of recommended conditions.  92 

Dan Thurmes, Cornerstone Land Surveying representing the owner, was present for questions.  93 

Council member Wroblewski asked about the Planning Commission’s discussion to restrict further 94 

development and if that was allowable. 95 

Tom Radio, City Attorney, stated that deed restrictions can be made at the request of the owner or if a 96 

variance was being requested.   97 

Motion/Second Palmquist / Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2025-36 approving the Onken 98 

Properties LLC Application for a Minor Subdivision to create three lots at 07.028.20.24.0003.  Roll 99 

Call: All aye, Passed 4-0.  100 

 101 

 102 

B. Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report)  103 

1. Valley Creek Trail Other Streets Improvement Project Update 104 

Tyler Hastings, City Engineer provided the following update: A conflict was realized when attempting 105 

to replace the last 2 culverts with CenterPoint gas lines. CenterPoint cannot provide a crew to move the 106 
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lines until November, which prevents the completion of work this year. He suggested that one lift of bi-107 

tuminous be placed this year, and the gas relocation and culvert replacement can occur next spring prior 108 

to the final lift of bituminous. There will be a cost increase, but it is unknown at this time. 109 

Mayor Palmquist noted that CenterPoint was contacted in January regarding this project and their time-110 

line is unacceptable and jeopardizing the contractor and the project.  111 

Tyler stated that the pipes need to be moved in the next couple of weeks.  112 

Council member Ross will assist in contacting CenterPoint.  113 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to direct the City Engineer to proceed with pulverization of Valley 114 

Creek Rd with the exception of the section where the gas line is in interference with the equipment 115 

for the pulverization process; and to have a concerted effort to work with CenterPoint.   116 

Council member Wroblewski suggested contacting the Chair of the Public Utilities Commission.  117 

Passed 4-0.  118 

 119 

2. Bridge Inspection Contract 120 

Tyler reported that CBS Squared is now able to be the program manager and provide structure inspec-121 

tions for the City of Afton. A agreement for professional services has been provided to inspect the 4 122 

required structures for 2025 and provide program administration services. 123 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve CBS Squared to perform inspection and program admin-124 

istration services on the 4 required structures for a fee not to exceed $15,600. Passed 4-0.  125 
 126 

3. Other Engineering Updates (to be provided verbally)  127 

Tyler reported that the contractor for the microsurfacing project has not been responsive in getting a 128 

schedule to him. He will continue to contact and document requests.  129 

 130 

 131 

C. Administration –  132 

1. Highland Sanitation 2026 Solid Waste Disposal Rates  133 

Administrator Moorse stated that the five-year contract with Highland Sanitation for solid waste and 134 

recycling services established specific fees for most cost items for each year of the contract.   The cost 135 

for solid waste service is split into two fee elements, one for collection and one for disposal.  The 136 

specific fees for solid waste collection were established by the contract.  The fees for the solid waste 137 

disposal element, are tied to the annual percentage increase in the disposal costs (tipping fees) at the 138 

County Recycling and Energy Center.  For 2026, these disposal costs are increasing from $130/ton to 139 

$142/ton. This is an increase of 9.23%.   140 

Bob Stewart, Highland Sanitation, was present for questions. He stated the increase in disposal cost is not 141 

money they keep, its passed through. In the past 12 years the cost of disposal has tripled.  142 

Mayor Palmquist stated he would like to discuss commercial service in the future.  143 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve the 9.23% increase in the residential and commercial 144 

trash disposal fees for 2026, with discussion regarding commercial suppliers to be scheduled. 145 

Passed 4-0.    146 

 147 

 148 
 149 

2.  2026 Preliminary Budget and Tax Levy – Resolutions 2025-37 and 2025-38 150 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary of the proposed budget and tax levy which in-151 

cludes the additional funding increase proposed for Public Works Personnel from $7,500 to 152 

$10,000 and to make a similar increase in the transfer of funds from the 2020A Disposal Sys-153 

tem Bonds Debt Service Fund to the General Fund to fund the additional Public Works Person-154 

nel expenditures.  The increase in Public Works Personnel expenditures was to reflect pro-155 

jected increasing needs for Public Works maintenance in 2026 and beyond.  156 
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The total proposed 2026 Budget is $3,415,598.  This is an increase of $147,580 or 4.52% over 157 

the 2025 total budget.  This includes the General Fund Budget expenditures, the debt service 158 

levies, the capital improvement levies and other special levies.   159 

The proposed 2026 tax levy is $2,915,448. This is an increase of $123,880 or 4.44% over the total 2025 160 

levy.    161 
 162 

Motion/Second Ross/ Perkins to adopt Resolution 2025-37 approving the proposed 2026 163 

budget.  Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0.  164 
 165 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to adopt Resolution 2025-38 approving the proposed 2026 tax levies 166 

for certification to the County.  Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0. 167 
 168 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski  to set the date and time for the Budget and Tax Hear-169 

ing for the adoption of the final 2026 budget and tax levies as December 16, 2025 at 7:00 170 

p.m.  Passed 4-0.  171 
 172 

 173 

3.  Blondo Consulting Revised Proposal for Phase I Survey of Former Herreid Property 174 

Administrator Moorse stated that the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is requiring a Phase 1 175 

Archeological Survey to be conducted on the former Herreid Property at the east end of 45th Street that was 176 

purchased by the City. The Phase 1 survey needs to be completed before any work is done on the property, 177 

including any removals of structures.  Staff had obtained proposals for the Phase 1 Survey, and the Council 178 

had concerns about the cost of, and need for, a Phase 1 Survey.  Staff has discussed with SHPO staff the 179 

minimal plans for the use of the site and questioned the need for the survey.  SHPO staff did not agree to 180 

eliminate the need for the survey, but agreed to narrow the scope of the survey significantly, which enabled 181 

the cost to be reduced significantly.  The attached revised proposal from Blondo Consulting reflects a cost 182 

of $16,515 vs the original cost of $24,126.50.   This cost would be funded from the Park Reserve Fund.  183 

Staff recommends approval of the proposal at a cost not to exceed $17,000.  184 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve the revised proposal from Blondo Consulting for a 185 

Phase 1 Archeological Survey of the former Herreid property at a cost not to exceed $17,000, to be 186 

funded from the Park Reserve Fund, subject to review by the City Attorney and Administrator.  187 

Passed 4-0.    188 
 189 

4. Options for Transfer of Ownership of Vacated Cartway 190 

Administrator Moorse provided the following information. The Washington County Recorder’s 191 

Office has clarified that the City’s vacation of the cartway with Property ID number 192 

22.028.20.32.0007, located off Afton Boulevard, did not result in the ownership of the land 193 

within the cartway reverting to the owners of the land adjacent to the cartway or to those who 194 

owned the land prior to the land becoming a cartway. So, although the cartway has been 195 

vacated, the ownership of the cartway land remains with the City. The City vacated the cartway 196 

because it was no longer needed to provide access to any properties.  Because there is no reason 197 

for the City to continue to own the land, the land should be transferred to adjacent property 198 

owners or to those who owned the land prior to the land becoming a cartway.   199 

 200 

The City Attorney has reviewed the cartway vacation and ownership issue, and will provide options for 201 

the transfer of ownership of the cartway land to adjacent property owners and/or to the previous owners 202 

of the cartway land to discuss at the next meeting.  203 
 204 

5. Upgrade Electrical Service to the Town Square Park Picnic Shelter 205 

Administrator Moorse stated that users of the Town Square Park picnic shelter are requesting additional 206 

electrical outlets. Staff has met on-site with the City’s contracted electrician to determine the cost of 207 
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providing additional capacity and additional outlets. The electrician has provided two options. One is to run 208 

an additional electrical line underground to the picnic shelter and to add more outlets. The other is to run the 209 

additional electrical line to the picnic shelter and also to add a subpanel to provide more capacity and 210 

greater prevention of circuit overloads.  The cost of option 1 is $6,000.  The cost of option 2 is $9,000.  For 211 

each option there would be an additional cost for trenching for the line, which would be done by the City’s 212 

public works contractor. The cost could be funded from the Park Reserve Fund, as it is a capital cost vs a 213 

maintenance or repair cost. 214 

Council member Perkins stated this should go through the Parks Committee first.  215 

Council member Ross stated that the Public Works Committee had discussed the idea. The museum and 216 

vendors will be using the outlets for Art in the Park.   217 

Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski to send the item to the Parks Committee for review. Passed 3-218 

1 (Ross nay).  219 

Mayor Palmquist suggested a work session with the AABA board chair to discuss this and other items.   220 
 221 

6.  Schedule Work Sessions  222 

Work session dates will be scheduled this week. 223 
 224 

D. Committee Reports –   225 

1. Public Works – no report 226 

2. Personnel – no report 227 

3. Parks –  did not meet  228 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – did not meet  229 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater – did not meet  230 

6. Ag Preservation Committee – did not meet  231 

7. Police Services Liaisons –  At the recent meeting they discussed a property that has had 22 calls in 232 

two months; also speeding concerns by residents on Valley Creek.    233 

 234 

11.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 235 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins –Council member Perkins received complaints about the lighting on 236 

the new marina sign.  237 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski –  Council member Wroblewski stated that recently three proper-238 

ties on 50th St tested for extremely high Pfas levels. One resident stated they are at levels 500-600% 239 

over the MN state standard. There is confusion on what system will remove it.  240 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – no report 241 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson – no report  242 

E. Mayor Palmquist –. Mayor Palmquist stated he would like more information about a fireworks permit 243 

being issued when fireworks are illegal on private property.  244 

F. City Attorney Radio – no report 245 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no report 246 

 247 

12.  ADJOURN 248 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to adjourn. Roll call: All aye, Passed 4-0   249 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:15 PM.   250 

 251 

 252 

 253 

Respectfully submitted by: 254 

 255 

    JY  256 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 257 

 258 
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 259 

Approved by Council October 21 as (check one):  Presented: ___X_____ Amended:      ______ 260 

 261 

 262 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 263 


