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City of Ajton
Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee (NRGC) Meeting

Tuesday, September 2, 2025
5:00 PM

Please Note: Due to technical issues, remote participation via Zoom will not be available for this
meeting.

Agenda
1. Call to order

2. Roll call: David Husebye, Susan Loomis, Kim Myhers, Elissa Thompson, Cody Kaye, Petra
Brokken, Scott Hafner and Sven Risom

3. Approval of Agenda for September 2, 2025 meeting and additional agenda items proposed by
members.

4. Approval of Minutes of the August 5, 2025 meeting.

5. Old Business
1) 2025 Resilient Communities Project - Sven
ii) Land rehabilitation project on City property west of City Hall and City Entryway — Elissa
ii1) Spray Issue on City Property - Petra

iv) Kelles Creek Bank Stabilization and Floodplain Forest Restoration in Steamboat and
Carver Parks — Kim and Elissa

v) Cell Towers in Afton - Petra

vi) Regional Trails — Sven
1) Battle Creek to St. Croix River
2) Stillwater to Afton

vii) Prescribed burns — Scott

viii) Afton Deer Management Strategic Plan

ix) Natural resources awareness program



1) Newsletter - Sven
a) Organizations
b) Invasive species topics

x) NRGC items for Afton’s monthly newsletter
1) Invasive species, resources, inspectors — future perhaps in Afton Naturalist

2) Buckthorn removal and post removal re-vegetation — future perhaps in Afton Naturalist
3) Prescribed burns - Scott

4) Well water testing for Nitrates and Coliforms — Dave, done for 2025

5) Spraying of lawns and gardens in downtown Afton - Petra

xi) NRGC Management Organization update
1) Washington Conservation District — Elissa
2) South Washington County Watershed District — Kim
3) Middle St. Croix Water Management Organization — Susan
4) Valley Branch Watershed District — Scott
5) Washington County Water Consortium — Dave
6) Belwin — Sven

xii) Update on CC and PC Business
x1i1) Additional agenda items proposed by members
6. Next Meeting Date: October 7, 2025 at 5:00 PM

7. Adjourn
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City of Afto

Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee (NRGC) Meeting
Tuesday, August 5, 2025
5:00 PM

Note: The August 5, 2025 NRGC meeting will be held both remotely and in-person at City Hall.
Instructions for participating in the meeting remotely are provided below.
Instructions for Participating in the Meeting Remotely Via Zoom

Options for Joining the Zoom Meeting:
RECOMMENDED: Use your computer, tablet or smart phone to join the meeting by logging on to:
e https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84551095025?pwd=xaFwjyTLLIRe9vLIOk1 CEbHIBPYWO0D.1
e Meeting ID: (845 5109 5025)
Passcode: 286511
Dial-in Number (to call in to the meeting)
+1 312 626 6799. When prompted, enter Meeting ID: 845 5109 5025

Agenda
1. Call to order Call to order at 5:03 by David

2. Roll call: David Husebye (Present), Susan Loomis (Present), Kim Myhers (Absent), Elissa
Thompson (Present), Cody Kaye (Excused), Petra Brokken (Present), Scott Hafner (Present) and
Sven Risom (Excused)

3. Approval of Agenda for August 5, 2025 meeting and additional agenda items proposed by
members. Motion to approve by Scott; second David. Vote 5-0; motion passes.

4. Approval of Minutes of the June 3, 2025 meeting. Motion to approve by Petra; second Susan.

Vote 5-0; motion passes.

5. Old Business

i) Afton Deer Count Management Strategic Plan

1) Work session with WCD, Parks, and Belwin with DNR input. Good Q and A. Do not
need a deer count unless you hire “sharp shooters”.
(a) Afton Hunters are here for “Trophy” bucks; city to propose program “Earn a Buck”
(b) Afton can extend hunting season; start a month early.
(c) DNR Rifle policy; Afton will be no Rifle hunting
(d) Feeding deer is breaking state statute; call the game warden if someone is feeding.

one warning followed by citations.

ii) Well Testing for Nitrates and Coliforms



1) Preliminary 2025 Report — Dave
(a) Final data is in.
(b) 108 kits picked up; 87 returned
(c) West and Northern Afton, Ag area, lots of nitrates.
(d) Coliform % down.

ii1) 2025 Resilient Communities Project — Sven
1) City Council and corridor group met with the professor this morning; project is coming.

iv) Land rehabilitation project on City property west of City Hall and City Entryway — Elissa
1) Project coming along, volunteer event this fall. Planting in the spring.

v) Spray Issue on City Property
1) Former sprayer will not be back.
2) News article about impacts on lawn chemicals- Petra

vi) Kelles Creek Bank Stabilization Project — Kim
1) BARR, VBWD, and WCD are working on long term project plants from the Cart path

off 40™ to the City Steamboat Park.

vii) Cell Towers in Afton
1) Afton Hills Court: County-owned tower on County-owned lot was built 15 years ago.

Not well received, but needed for emergency services communications. County and
City are considering options for the existing house and cell tower, all of which include
retaining the antennas necessary for emergency services communications.

viii) Regional Trails — Sven
1) Battle Creek to St. Croix River
2) Stillwater to Afton
Meeting with Ron and Washington County looking at proposed routes
Meeting on Aug 25" with Greenway Corridor
And Afton resident meeting TBD

ix) Prescribed burns
1) Scott Connected with TPE and Heidi.
2) TPE to come out and look at Scotts property and develop a plan.

x) Natural resources awareness program
1) Next article in with MN Land Trust
2) Invasive species insert
3) Make an annual plan?

1) Newsletter - Sven
2) Speaker program — Petra
ay-Dark-Sky

b) Invasive species topics

xi) NRGC items for Afton’s monthly newsletter
1) Invasive species, resources, inspectors -- future



2) Buckthorn removal and post removal re-vegetation
3) Prescribed burns- Scott
4) Well water testing for Nitrates and Coliforms - Dave

xii) NRGC Management Organization update
1) Washington Conservation District — Elissa
(a) No additional updates
2) South Washington County Watershed District — Kim
(a) No updates
3) Middle St. Croix Water Management Organization — Susan
(a) No updates
4) Valley Branch Watershed District — Scott
(a) No updates
5) Washington County Water Consortium — Dave
(a) Tour of the Northern Environmental Center Tomorrow
6) Belwin — Sven

xiii) Ecological Assessment by Wetland Expert for Floodplain Forests in Steamboat and
Carver Parks Meeting time TBD- DNR, WCD, and Afton to assess the floodplain

xiv) Update on CC and PC Business

1) Roads- almost done for now
2) Lighting ordinance in place

xv) Additional agenda items proposed by members
6. Next Meeting Date: September 2, 2025 at 5:00 PM

7. Adjourn Motion to adjourn by Scott; second Petra. Vote 5-0; passes.
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