
August 2025 

3033 St. Croix Trail South 
P.O. Box 219 

Afton, MN 55001 

CITY MEETINGS 
August 4, 2025  

Planning Commission  

7:00 PM 

 

August 5, 2025 
Natural Resources & Groundwater 

Committee 

5:00 PM  

 

August 11, 2025  
Parks Committee 

6:00 PM  

 

August 13, 2025 
Heritage Preservation Committee 

6:00 PM  

 

August 19, 2025 
City Council Meeting   

7:00 PM 

 

August 25, 2025  
Planning Commission  

7:00 PM 
Public Participation Via Zoom Will Continue 

to be Available for City Council and Planning 

Commission Meetings.   

Information on how to join the meetings will 

be posted on the City website along with the 

agenda and meeting  packet.   

City Council 
Mayor:   Bill Palmquist  651-308-0569 

Ward 1: Annie Perkins    651-592-3007 

Ward 2: Lucia Wroblewski  651-436-3982     

Ward 3: Stan Ross 612-720-6478 

Ward 4: Randy Nelson 651-436-2479 

City Hall 

651-436-5090 

City Website 

www.ci.afton.mn.us 
Important Numbers 

 

Animal Control 715-220-1332 

Building Inspector 651-436-6469 

Burning Permits   651-248-5103 

Environmental Center   651-275-7475 

Highland Sanitation 651-458-0043 

Otter Lake Animal Care 651-426-8871 

Fire Dept  651-436-7033 

Sheriff’s Dept     651-439-9381 

EMERGENCY 911 

City of Afton Dashboard 

A Summary of Current Happenings 
 Road construction has started in Afton. Old culverts are replaced prior to the 

start of each improvement project. Culvert replacements are now underway. The 

following are estimated start dates for the actual road improvement projects. 

These dates are subject to change due to weather conditions or unforeseen de-

lays. 

Started: 

55th street 

57th street 

Osgood Ave near 55th street 

Osgood Court 

 

Late July – early August:  

Strawberry Hill Road 

Afton Blvd. Court 

 

Mid to end of August: 

50th street between Odell and Neal 

 

End of August to early September: 

Valley Creek Trail 

 

End of September: 

Estimated project completion. 

 

 The council is working with the DNR to plan special deer hunting rules to safely 

and effectively address the over-population of deer in Afton. Although not directly 

related to the deer population issue, one special rule will prohibit the use of rifles 

for hunting in Afton. If approved, the special hunting regulations would be in place 

for hunting in 2026.  

 

 The council has also been working with local hunting organizations who coordi-

nate deer hunting on private properties. If you are interested in allowing a hunter 

who has met the requirements of one of these organizations to hunt on your 

property during the 2025 hunting season, city staff can connect you with an organi-

zation. 

  

 Feeding deer is prohibited by state statute because it promotes the overpopulation 

of deer, which can cause chronic wasting disease. A violation of the statute can 

result in a fine. Please do not feed deer and report any deer feeding to a DNR 

conservation officer at 612-271-8046 or the DNR TIP Line at 800-652-9093. 
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At its July meeting, the council approved a conditional use permit for Washington County for multiple uses of the old truck driving 

school property on Hudson Road. The majority of the property will be used for yard waste disposal, including leaves, grass, brush and 

logs. More information will be sent out as the project moves forward, but there will be two sites, one for residents and one for commer-

cial tree trimmers doing work for Washington County residents. It will be great to have a place to take yard waste year round that is so 

close for everyone in Afton. In addition, the sheriff’s office will use the existing building for training space, storage of water rescue equip-

ment, and possibly in the future a back-up 911 call center. 

 

On August 24, the Ride to End ALZ will be coming through Afton. The ride starts and ends in Stillwater and includes a 70 mile loop in 

Minnesota and Wisconsin.  Here is a link to more information.  https://act.alz.org/site/TR?pg=entry&fr_id=19057 

 

It will be a busy road construction season in Afton during the end of the summer and into fall. The city will be reconstructing several 

roads, some are already underway. We will also be doing a large road crack filling project in many locations, and a micro surfacing pro-

ject. Microsurfacing is a new process we are undertaking that has shown success in significantly extending the life of our roads very cost-

effectively. We will be doing this on a portion of the roads that were paved in 2004. 

 

We have several openings on our volunteer committees. More information is provided in this newsletter. I hope you will consider joining 

one. It is a great way to get involved, meet your neighbors, and make a lasting, positive impact for the community!   

 

Lastly, thank you to Afton Marina and Windmill Marina for all their help with the 4th of July Parade, and thanks to Tri County Services for 

providing security barriers and equipment for the parade.  

 

-Bill 

Notes from the Mayor 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Field of Bands  

Washington County  

Fairgrounds  

September 20, 2025  

Parks Committee 

Seeks  

Members  
The Parks Committee is seeking 

volunteer residents who have an 

interest in identifying and re-

viewing issues relating to parks 

and open spaces and assessing 

and recommending such plans to 

City Council.   

The committee meets, when 

needed, the 2nd Monday of the 

month.  
 

Applications available on 

city website. 

Have an Interest in  

Historical  

Architecture?  
Do you have an interest in architecture, 

historic buildings and preserving Afton’s 

heritage? The Heritage Preservation / 

Design Review Commission is looking 

for new members with an interest or back-

ground in architecture or design. 

  

The HPC/DR meets to review projects to 

ensure they meet the City’s Design Stand-

ards for the Old Village. Meetings are the 

2nd Wednesday of the month or as need-

ed. 

 

Applications are available on the city 

website. 

Planning Commission 

Opening 
The City is seeking an Afton resident from 

Ward 4 to serve on the Planning Commis-

sion.  The Planning Commission is responsi-

ble for reviewing requests for rezoning, plat-

ting, subdivisions, conditional use permits 

and variances.  The Commission is also in-

volved in reviewing and updating the City’s 

land use ordinances and in the periodic up-

dating of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, 

which is the City’s long term plan for manag-

ing land use and development with the over-

all goal of protecting and preserving Afton’s 

natural, rural character. 

 

Planning Commission Meetings are held 

the First Monday of Every Month at 7 p.m. at 

City Hall. 

 

The following is a link to the Ward Boundary 

Map.   

https://www.ci.afton.mn.us/vertical/sites/%7B

255148F5-88B9-45F6-9726-

DD95D24AA11D%7D/uploads/2022_Afton_

Wards_Map.pdf 

 

Randy Nelson is the Council member for 

Ward 4.  

 

Application forms are available on the 

city website or at City Hall. 

https://act.alz.org/site/TR?pg=entry&fr_id=19057
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Meeting Highlights 
June 30, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting  

The Commission: 
• Held a public hearing for a variance application for an accessory building at 4771 St 

Croix Trail S.   

• Held a public hearing for a Washington County Conditional Use Permit at 14386 

Hudson Road S.   

 

July 15, 2025 City Council Meeting   

The Council:  
• Denied a variance application for an accessory building at 4771 St Croix Trail S.   

• Approved the Washington County Conditional Use Permit at 14386 Hudson Road S.   

 
MEETING PACKETS, VIDEOS AND APPROVED MEETING MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT: 

www.ci.afton.mn.us 

Belwin Conservancy  

Upcoming Events 
 

Music in the Trees  

Saturday & Sunday, August 16-17  

11:00 am - 3:00 pm  

Belwin Conservancy is excited to an-

nounce the return of Music in the Trees, a 

two-day outdoor event happening Satur-

day and Sunday, August 16–17, from 

11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. each day at our 

Education Site in Afton, Minnesota. 

 

Music in the Trees features live perfor-

mances by a variety of musicians playing 

from tree stands 16 feet above the 

ground, creating a unique and immersive 

experience in the heart of the forest. As 

attendees explore trails through the red 

pines, they’ll encounter a mix of acoustic, 

folk, world, experimental, and spoken 

word performances inspired by nature. 

 

Advance tickets are available at bel-

win.org/events and are offered on a slid-

ing scale of $10, $20, or $35 per car.  
 

For details and registration contact:  
Belwin Conservancy   

1553 Stagecoach Trail South 

Afton MN 55001  

651-436-5189   

www.belwin.org 

Donate End-of-Year School Supplies 
Washington County is collecting used school supplies for a 

school supply swap on August 6. Drop-off donations now-

August 2 at the Washington County Environmental Center 

in Forest Lake or Woodbury during open hours. Donations 

should be gently used items that students would normally 

discard at the end of the school year.  

www.washingtoncountymn.gov/3775/Reuse-and-Repair-

Resources 

 

School supply swap event is on Wednesday, August 

6, 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. at the Environmental Center. 

4039 Cottage Grove Drive,  Woodbury, MN 55129  

 

 

Afton Museum Speaker Series 

3165 St. Croix Trail S, Afton, MN 55001 

 

 

 

James Silas Rogers, Essayist and Poet 

Presents Landscapes of Memory: 

Why Cemeteries Matter  

Thursday, October 30, 2025 

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Light refreshments served 

Free event, Museum donations appreciated  

RSVP by October 27: 651-346-9494 or 

linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com 

 

For information on giving a presentation, contact  

Leslie Thomas at leslie@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com 
 

http://www.belwin.org
https://maps.app.goo.gl/tGwSJa3nXvxu4Bbn8
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
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Please recycle this 
newsletter after use. 

Online payments are now available for city 

permits & fees including Building Permits and 

Sewer Payments,   

www.ci.afton.mn.us  

Valley Library Events &  

Important Dates  
All Ages:  

Monday, August 4th Brodini Comedy Magic 

Show 1:00-2:00  

 

For Adults: 

The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-

6:00pm on the 4th Thursday of every month. 

The title selection the Thursday August 

28th meeting is “Dear Edward” by Ann Napo-

litano  

 
Do you need help with a technology issue? 

Register for 30 minutes of dedicated one on 

one help with a Valley Library staff member. 

Technology help is offered on the third 

Thursday of every month. Registration is 

required.  

 
For Teens: 

Tuesday, August 12th   4:00-6:00 pm  

Teen Open Gaming 

 

For Kids:  

Wednesday, August 6th  1:00pm  Sum-

mer STEM:  Weather 

 

Monday, August 11th  11:15 am  Pre-

school Art Lab:  Bubble Wrap Printing 

 

Saturday, August 16th  All day   End of 

Summer Party 

 

Wednesday, August 20th  10:30-11:30 

am  Welcome to Kindergarten 

 

Tuesday/Thursday  August 26th&28th  

3:00-4:00 pm  Critter Camp 

 

Mondays 10:30-11:00 am  Storytime  

 

Monday, August 11th 10:30-11:00  Music 

and Movement Storytime 

 

Thursday, August 14th  6:00 pm  Pajama 

Storytime 

 

Saturdays, August 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th   

11:00-1:00  Kid Builders 

 

 

For complete information and to register for 

programs contact:  

Valley Library  651-436-5882  

www.washcolib.org  

 

Afton Residents are able to participate in Ramsey 

and Washington counties’ Food Scraps Pickup Pro-

gram—a new way to recycle food scraps from 

your home! 

 

Did you know that food scraps make up about 20% of trash collected in the 

two counties? By recycling your food scraps, you can help turn this material 

into soil, rather than becoming waste  

 

Here’s how it works:  

 Order your free annual supply of food scrap bags. 

 Collect your food scraps in the food scrap bags. Once a week or 

when the food scrap bag is full, tie a knot at the top to close the 

bag. 

 Place your food scrap bag inside your trash cart or dumpster for 

collection.  

 Done! Your trash is collected as usual, and the food scrap bags 

are sorted from the trash and composted.  

To learn more: 

FoodScrapsPickup.com and 24/7 customer service line at 651-661-9393  


