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City of Afton
Greenway Corridors Working Group Meeting

Monday August 25, 2025
4:00 PM

This meeting will be held in-person in the
City Hall Council Chambers
3033 St. Croix Trail
Afton, MN 55001

Agenda

Call to Order - Chair Sven Risom
2. Roll Call
Katie Bloome
Bob Dickie
Kris Kopitzke
Susan Loomis
Alison Miller
Sven Risom
Lori Swanson
Elissa Thompson
e Review Agenda and Make Edits Appropriately
3. Presentation by Washington County and Discussion of Battle Creek Regional Park to St. Croix
River Regional Trail Long Range Planning Process
4. Update Regarding the RCP (Resilient Communities Project) Projects in Cooperation with the
University of Minnesota
5. Discuss Next Steps in the RCP effort and the Regional Trail Planning Process for the Working
Group
Identify the Next Meeting Date/Time
7. Adjournment
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Battle Creek-St Croix River
Regional Trail Long Range Plan

August 25, 2025



Agenda

Background

Project Engagement

Discussion

 Preliminary route opportunities &
challenges

Next Steps




Background

Washington

%COUIltY 3



Regional Trails
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Long Range Plan

Provide guidance on:
e Future route alignment
* Trail improvements, uses, facilities
e Corridor resource management

Eligible for State and Regional funding:
* Right-of-way/land acquisition
* Trail development
e Operations and maintenance

Engagement and coordination with local public agencies
and residents




Long-Range Plan Timeline

Winter — Spring
2025

Ro e Final Draft &
Development & . Approval
Collection Plan Drafting 1 Process
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Corridor Background

Regional System Vision
Bike and Pedestrian Plan (2021)
City Plans

Watershed Plans

DRAFT 2050 REGIONAL PARKS AND TRAILS
POLICY PLAN

A CHAPTER OF THE REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT GUIDE. IMAGINE 2050

move

Bike & Pedestrian Plan

e e

BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN PLAN it
CITY OF WOODBURY, MN W3O

! Adopted August 2022




Why this corridor?

* Destinations:

* Battle Creek Regional
Park

e Central Greenway

* St Croix Valley Regional
Trails

* Priority in Bike/Pedestrian
Plan

* Demand for trail planning
* Alignment with future plans

* Equity and population
growth area

STUDY AREA

Battle Creek - St. Croix River Regional Trail
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Project Engagement

Washington

St

zCounty 5



Engagement Structure

KEY STAKEHOLDERS

PROJECT LEADERSHIP

City I\/leetmgs
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Engagement Opportunities = County

e Public Popups

* Open House (April)
Gold Line Opening
Belwin Bison Festival Fun Run 5k
Afton Strawberry Festival
Woodbury Juneteenth

* Focus Groups

e Commission engagements

* Continued agency engagement




Survey Results So Far

87.7% use trails multiple times a year

38% describe biking attitude as enthusiastic and
confident

Factors in Trail Use:

» “Safety and accessibility of crossings of major roadways ranked” &
“Opportunity to experience nature” -> ranked highest

* “The trail being close to work places” = ranked lowest

Comment Themes:
* Excitement for the trail
» Traffic separation, safe crossings
* Concerns about cost, roads narrowing, and private land
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Do you use regional/multi-use trails? If so, how often?

Answered: 683  Skipped: O

Yes, | often
use trails
(daily or...
il
[

Yes, |
sometimes use
trails (mont...

Yes, | rarely
use trails (few
times a year)

No, | do not
use trails

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%  70% 80%  90%

How would you characterize your attitude and comfort with biking?

Answered: 680 Skipped: 3

Strong and
Fearless: |
feel...
Enthusiastic
and Confident:
| feel...

Interested but
Concerned: |
enjoy riding...

Not Able er
Not Interested:
Idon'thave.. =

0% 0% 20% 30% 40% S0% 60% 70% 80%  90% 100%



Draft Project Goals

Create a safe and accessible trail.

Promote equity and inclusion.

Develop a trail plan that is
implementable, sustainable, and
supported by the community.

#‘3 Expand local and regional connectivity.

w Feature and steward natural resources while
| > promoting environmental resiliency.
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Key Takeaways from Preliminary Analysis

* Destinations: variety of parks/trails,
shopping/commercial, civic/educational

e Parcel Ownership: minimal county-owned,
some city-owned

See TAC 1
Meeting Packet
for full-sized

* Topography — challenging grades to the east

* Waterways, Wetlands, Floodplains: number of
areas in the 100-year floodplain

* Population / Demographics: denser and more
diverse (race, income, access to vehicle) to the
west; higher population of older adults to the east
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Next Steps
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e Continued stakeholder engagement
e Other Afton engagement opportunities?

* Route Development and Alternative Analysis

e TAC #3 Meeting
e Review public engagement findings
* Route alternative recommendation
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Connor Schaefer Andrea Rehm

Senior Planner Planner I

651-430-4303 651-430-4332 Washmgton
ournx

connor.schaefer@washingtoncountymn.gov  andrea.rehm@washingtoncountymn.gov C tY






