
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

   6 

August 20, 2024  7 

Afton City Hall 8 

3033 St. Croix Trail 9 

Afton, MN 55001 10 

7:00 P.M. 11 

 12 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00 pm  13 

 14 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   15 

 16 

3. ROLL CALL:  Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, & Mayor Palmquist.  17 

A quorum was present.   Absent was Stan Ross (excused)  18 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Attorney Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Accountant Leo Yurek, 19 

City Engineer Tyler Hastings, Planning Commission Chair Chris Kopitzke    20 

 21 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  22 

Add item 9c3 Baker Tilly letter, move item 9b1 to 9c1 as they are the same.  23 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins To approve the agenda for the August 20, 2024 Regular City 24 

Council meeting with changes above.  Passed 4-0.   25 

 26 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   27 

A. Minutes of the July 16, 2024 City Council Meeting 28 

B. Minutes of the August 1, 2024 City Council Work Session  29 

Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to approve the minutes of the July 16 and August 1, 2024 Council 30 

meetings.  Passed 4-0.     31 

 32 

6.  PUBLIC INPUT –  33 

  Margorie Wade 13506 Valley Creek Tr. Spoke in favor of the amendment to the farm ordinance. She is on 34 

the Ag Preservation Committee and is very supportive of local farmers and farm stands. Feels small farms 35 

should be given opportunities to be successful and this can help vineyards. Anything that can be done to 36 

support local farms is important.  37 

 38 

Mike Morehead spoke in favor of the amendment to the farm ordinance.  39 

 40 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 41 

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report   42 

Report in packet. Council member Wroblewski noted that there were trespassing issues at 40th & Manning.  43 

 44 

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report  45 

Report in packet 46 

Leo Yurek, new city accountant was present for questions.  47 

 48 

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report –  49 

Council member Nelson reported that the LSCFD is working on their budget and has been responding to 50 

many calls.  51 

 52 

D. Mike Huntley, Youth Service Bureau Executive Director  53 

 not present  54 

 55 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 56 

A. Just and Correct Claims  57 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – July 2024 - Resolution 2024-26 58 
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Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2024-26.  Roll 59 

call: All aye, Passed 4-0. 60 

 61 

9.  CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 62 

A. Planning Commission Report   63 

1. Rusty Bucket Acres Conditional Use Permit Application for a Nature Center Use at 15237 Afton 64 

Boulevard South (This item is on the agenda only for continuation to the September 17, 2024 Council 65 

meeting. No other action will be taken.)  66 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to continue discussion of the Rusty Bucket Acres Condi-67 

tional Use Permit application to the September meeting. Passed 4-0.  68 

 69 

2. Ordinance Amending the Definition and Performance Standards for Farm Wineries – Ordinance 09-70 

2024  71 

Chair Kopitzke provide background information: The current Farm Winery ordinance allows farm 72 

wineries, but is more restrictive than the state Farm Winery License statute. Cody Kaye, who has a 73 

vineyard in Afton, has presented a proposal to the Council to broaden the allowed farm winery uses to 74 

allow wine tastings three days per week by appointment only, and to limit the number of customers per 75 

appointment to approximately ten.  He would also like to be able to sell wine by the bottle on an off-sale 76 

basis during the wine tastings.  These activities are allowed by the Farm Winery License statute, but 77 

require an amendment to Afton’s Farm Winery Ordinance.  They would also require a conditional use 78 

permit, which would enable conditions to be placed on the use to mitigate impacts.   79 

The Planning Commission, on a vote of 7-0-0, recommended approval of the Farm Winery ordinance 80 

amendment with the following three changes: 81 

• Allow off-sale sales of wine at times other than the wine tastings. 82 

• Allow wine tastings to be held on any three days of the week as determined by 83 

the winery owner through the Conditional Use Permit process. 84 

• Clarify the off-street parking requirement. 85 

 86 

Mayor Palmquist stated he does not support allowing sales outside of tasting hours.  87 

Council member Perkins asked about times being in the ordinance or in the CUP  88 

Discussion was held on allowing sales outside of tastings. 89 

Tom Radio, City Attorney, suggested putting a maximum time in the ordinance such as 9 PM or 10 PM 90 

and adjust it in the CUP. 91 

Administrator Moorse stated that the state farm winery license covers sales, a liquor license is not 92 

needed.  93 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist to adopt Ordinance 09-2024, an ordinance amending the 94 

definition and performance standards for Farm Wineries, with limit of retail sales during wine 95 

tastings, up to three days per week. Roll call: all aye, passed 3-1 (Nelson nay) 96 

 97 

B. Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report)  98 

1. Afton Creek Preserve Road Testing Report – moved discussion to item 9c1 99 

 100 

2. Proposal for Preparation of Plans and Specifications for 2025/2026 Street Reclamation Project 101 

(Valley Creek Trail)  102 

Tyler Hastings, City Engineer stated that there have been discussions at multiple Public Works 103 

Committee meetings regarding the roads with a “5” rating and creating a reclamation plan. Due to the 104 

lack of a bonding bill, the Committee requested that plans and specifications be created this year to bid 105 

in early 2025 to obtain costs. A decision would be made at that time to either accept a bid or reject all 106 

and re-bid in 2026. CBS Squared was asked to present an engineering agreement for the services to 107 

reconstruct these roads. There are 2 options, one is to reclaim Valley Creek Trail only, and the second 108 

would be to reclaim the remaining roads rated as a "5” (55th Street, 57th Street, Osgood Avenue, 109 
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Osgood Avenue Court, Strawberry Hill). Engineering costs are $115,000.00 for Valley Creek only, 110 

and$175,000.00 for Valley Creek and the others. 111 

Mayor Palmquist noted that this is for approving engineering costs not the roads.  112 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to authorize the engineering agreement for reclamation projects 113 

on Valley Creek Trail and the other rated five roads. Passed 4-0.  114 

 115 

3. Project Updates  116 

Tyler Hastings, City Engineer reported that the crack seal project will be done the beginning of 117 

September. He also looked at design options for 34th St by the cemetery entrance.  118 

 119 

 120 

C. Administration –  121 

1. Afton Creek Preserve Incomplete Items Update   122 

Administrator Moorse stated that the prairie vegetation was mowed, would like to have MN Land Trust 123 

come out and inspect.  124 

Tyler Hastings, City Engineer summarized the report from the road testing that was done to determine 125 

the extent of the repairs needed prior to final paving.  The testing found inadequate pavement 126 

depth and/or inadequate base in much of the roadways. The best solution for these streets is to 127 

pulverize the existing pavement and use it as additional road base before re-paving.  128 

Administrator Moorse stated there have been discussions with the project manager for the original 129 

project.  He would like to complete the work this fall.  130 

Mayor Palmquist stated that the city will not accept and take over the roads until they are completed as 131 

specified in the developers agreement. 132 

Council member Nelson recommended the city send a letter stating that this is urgent and needs to be 133 

done this year 134 

After further discussion the following was decided: A letter will be sent, the city engineer will follow the 135 

recommendations made, any paving will be done according to MN DOT specifications regarding cold 136 

weather, CBS Squared will have someone on site for verifying asphalt thickness.   137 

 138 

2. Schedule Work Sessions 139 

Work sessions are scheduled for the 29th and Sept. 5th.  140 

 141 

3. Baker Tilly  142 

The Council, at its July 16, 2024 meeting, approved the Letter of Engagement with Baker Tilly, the 143 

City’s Financial Advisor, with the exception of the section regarding Limitation on Damages, based on 144 

the City Attorney’s recommendation. The Limitation on Damages language has since been revised, 145 

based on a meeting between Baker Tilly’s attorney and the City Attorney.  The Limitation on Damages 146 

language limits the Baker Tilly liability in the case of a claim made by the City.  The revisions to the 147 

Limitation on Damages language have increased the amount of damages from not to exceed one times 148 

(1x) the fees paid to Baker Tilly for the Services to which the claim relates to not to exceed three times  149 

(3x) the fees paid to Baker Tilly for the Services to which the claim relates.  The language was also 150 

revised to except gross negligence, willful misconduct and fraudulent behavior of Baker Tilly from the 151 

Limitation on Damages.   152 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to approve the Letter of Engagement with Baker Tilly for 153 

financial advisor services with the revisions as negotiated by the City Attorney and reflected in the 154 

revised Letter of Engagement.   155 

 156 

D. Committee Reports –   157 

1. Public Works – no report     158 

2. Personnel – no report  159 

3. Parks – The committee is looking at options and getting quotes for improving the sport court area.   160 
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4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – Mayor Palmquist  161 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater – no report 162 

6. Ag Preservation Committee – no report 163 

7. Police Services Liaisons – no report  164 

 165 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 166 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins – Council member Perkins reported that a speed sign at the top of 167 

River Road was stolen, also there are obstacles placed right up to the edge of the blacktop on River 168 

Road – would like to have city engineer out to look at that from a safety perspective.  169 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski – Council member Wroblewski attended a Washington County 170 

Water Consortium tour.  171 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – absent   172 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson – no report  173 

E. Mayor Palmquist – Mayor Palmquist asked if the DNR has been out to inspect the retaining wall done 174 

on River Rd. (Administrator Moorse stated they have been out several times, will follow up) 175 

F. City Attorney Radio – no report 176 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no report 177 

 178 

11.  ADJOURN 179 

Motion/Second Nelson/Perkins to adjourn. Passed 4-0.     180 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM 181 

 182 

 183 

Respectfully submitted by: 184 

 185 

    JY  186 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 187 

 188 

 189 

 190 

Approved by Council September 17, 2024 as (check one):  Presented: ___X_____ Amended:      ______ 191 

 192 

 193 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 194 


