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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
August 16, 2022

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 P.M.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Bill Palmquist at 7:00pm

2.

3.

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - was recited.
ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Annie Perkins. A Quorum was
present. Absent were Stan Ross & Randy Nelson (both excused)
ALSO PRESENT: City Attorney Tom Radio
APPROVAL OF AGENDA —
Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the August 16, 2022 Regular City
Council meeting. All aye, passed 3-0.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Minutes of the July 19, 2022 City Council meeting
Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins To approve the minutes of the July 19 Regular City Council
meeting with clarification to line 74 & 77. All aye, passed 3-0.
PUBLIC INPUT —
None
REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —
A. Sheriff’s Report
Report in packet.
B. City Accountants Budget Report
No report
C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
No report
D. Elissa Thompson Application to serve on volunteer committee
Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to move agenda item 9c4 to 7D. All aye passed 3-0.
Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to appoint Elissa Thompson to the Natural Resources &
Groundwater committee. All aye, passed 3-0.
CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers — July - Resolution 2022-39

Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski To approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2022-39.
Roll Call: All aye, passed 3-0.

9. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Planning Commission Report
1. Thomas & Joalyce O’Connor Variance application for a new house on River Road
Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to continue the O’Connor Variance application on River
Road item until the September council meeting contingent upon written confirmation that the




Afton City Council
Regular City Council Meeting APPROVED
August 16, 2022

59 applicants waive the 60 day rule; pending not receiving the waiving of the 60 day rule, the city will
60 deny the application. All aye, passed 3-0.
61
62 2. Draft Ordinance Amendment to define Nature Center use
63 Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the Planning Commissions review of the draft ordinance.
64 Wroblewski asked about the definition of donation.
65 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to direct staff to prepare draft ordinance amendment with any
66 necessary updates for Planning Commission public hearing. All aye, passed 3-0.
67
68 3. Draft Ordinance Amendment Regarding simple subdivisions
69 Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the Planning Commissions review of the draft ordinance. In
70 general, the commission did not think it was a good idea.
71 Mayor Palmquist stated he has no problem with this if a non-conforming lot is going to be less non-
72 conforming.
73 Council member Wroblewski stated these do not create another buildable lot.
74 Council member Perkins asked about the typical scenario that this occurs.
75 Chair Kopitzke stated the most recent one was done to match a recent survey.
76 Council member Wroblewski asked about the fee difference.
77 Attorney Radio stated that it doesn’t seem that the public hearing requirement is that great. Would prefer
78 giving notice and having a hearing to ensure that the neighbors are informed. These applications are
79 typically non-controversial.
80 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to send back to Planning Commission for suggestions on fees
81 and any other changes in language, and to consider simplicity vs transparency. All aye, passed 3-0.
82
83 4. Groundwater Protection
84 Chair Kopitzke stated that the planning commission came up with a list of topics that could be
85 considered.
86 Mayor Palmquist stated he’d like the committee to look at triggers for septic inspection.
87
88 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)
89 1. Speed limit on Odell - Resolution 2022-40
90 Jeff Pearson, City Engineer, recommended changes in the speed limit on Odell to 30 mph.
91 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to adopt resolution 2022-40 changing the speed limit on
92 Odell Ave to 30 mph. Roll call: All aye, passed 3-0.
93 Attorney Radio suggested having a blinking light on the sign for the first 30 days.
94 Engineer Pearson will look into having the new sign flagged.
95
96 2. Project Updates
97 Jeff Pearson, City Engineer reported the crack seal project will start tomorrow.
98
99 C. Administration —
100 1. Kurt Stephen Simple Subdivision at 2771 and 2783 Trading Post Trail — Resolution 2022-41
101 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to adopt Resolution 2022-41 approving the simple subdivision
102 at 2771 and 2783 Trading Post Trail. Roll call: All Aye, Passed 3-0
103
104 2. Krista & Steve Dorgan request for extension of variance and Conditional Use Permit approvals at
105 3185 St Croix Tr
106 Two-year extension request
107 Council member Perkins would like to put parking discussion on a future meeting
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Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve two-year extension of the Variance and
Conditional use Permit from the current expiration date, ending August 17, 2024 at 3185 St
Croix Tr. All aye, passed 3-0.

3. Coordination of the efforts of the NRGC with the Parks Committee and the Planning
Commission
Mayor Palmquist provided the following background information: At the Council’s 2022 goal
setting work session, the development of a plan for greenway corridors was identified as a long term
goal. Because this goal would involve information and perspectives regarding both trails and natural
resources, it may be beneficial to involve both the Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee
(NRGC) and the Parks Committee in a cooperative effort regarding greenway corridors. Also, the
Planning Commission is beginning an effort regarding the protection of groundwater. Because a key
focus of the NRGC is groundwater protection, a coordinated effort between the Planning Commission
and the NRGC may be beneficial.
Council member Perkins suggested putting the item the committees’ agendas to get input.
Motion/Second_Palmquist Perkins to have each committee to put the item on their agenda and
develop a list of topics, such as greenway mapping, that have overlap with the other committees
and discuss how they would like to collaboratively proceed. All aye, passed 3-0.

4 Volunteer committee appointment — Elissa Thompson (taken earlier out of order)

5. Schedule work session
Will schedule at a later time

Committee Reports —

1. Public Works — no report

2. Personnel — no report

3. Parks — Wroblewski reported that the committee is looking at fencing at the park, pickleball and
other items. Note appreciation for Grant and his work on the pollinator plantings.

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater — Mayor Palmquist reported there was a large response to the
water testing effort.

6. Ag Preservation Committee — no report

7. Police Services Liaisons — no report

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A

E@MMOO®

Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report

Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — no report

Ward 3 Council Member Ross — absent

Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — absent

Mayor Palmquist — trails in new park should be opening this fall

City Attorney Radio — trial date moved to spring for the Afton Marina case
City Administrator Moorse — absent

11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski to adjourn. All aye, passed 3-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm
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Respectfully submitted by:

Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council September 20, 2022 as (check one): Presented:

Mayor Bill Palmquist

Amended:

Date




