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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes

August 15,2023
Afton City Hall
3033 St. Croix Trail
Afton, MN 55001
7:00 P.M.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00pm
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins
& Stan Ross. A quorum was present.

ALSO PRESENT: Planning Commission Chair Kris Kopitzke, City Engineer Jeff Pearson, City Attorney
Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —
Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To approve the agenda for the August 15, 2023 Regular City Council
meeting. Passed 5-0.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Minutes of the July 18, 2023 City Council Meeting

B. Minutes of the July 24, 2023 Council Work Session

C. Minutes of the July 31, 2023 City Council Work Session Meeting

Council member Wroblewski noted spelling error on item 5c from the July 18 minutes.

Council member Nelson asked about the sewer cost discussion at the 7/31 work session — discussion was on
charging fee of $55 or actual cost. (it was determined this will be discussed further at budget work sessions)

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the minutes of the July 18, July 24 and July 31 Council
meetings as amended. Passed 5-0.

. PUBLIC INPUT —

Marea Clarke, 2164 Oakgreen, plans to build on property and install solar. Is concerned the language as
proposed will not allow for them to have solar and grow crops due to screening requirements. Requests the
screening requirement be eliminated or provide enough time for trees to grow. Would like more power/size
to be allowed to provide for ag activities.

Mike Morehead, Quant Ave S., questioned the purpose of and need for regulations regarding the size and
screening of solar arrays. He also indicated the definition of “Fully Screened” is vague.

. REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS -

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report — written report in packet
B. City Accountant’s Budget Report — written report in packet

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report —
Council member Nelson reported there will be a forum held at the fire station on Aug 23.

D. Kara Kull-Heng Oakland Middle School PTO
Kara is reaching out to all the cities_for funding of $500 fall / $500 spring to help support staff at Oak-
land.
Council member Ross supports her effort but asked why the district can’t cover the costs.
The Council will discuss the requested contribution at the upcoming budget meeting.
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59 8. CONSENT AGENDA

60 A. Just and Correct Claims
61 B. 4M Fund Transfers — July - Resolution 2023-31
62 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2023-31. Roll
63 call: All aye, passed 5-0.
64
65 9. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS
66 A. Planning Commission Report
67 1. Solar Energy Systems Ordinance Amendment — Ordinance 04-2023
68 Chair Kopitzke summarized the Planning Commissions concerns which included questions over the
69 need for screening, definition of “fully screened”, the impact of large setbacks on screening
70 requirements, timing of screening requirements.
71 Mayor Palmquist stated the intent was to have screening for large systems. The change is the definition
72 of what screening is; 90% opaque over 5 yrs.
73 Council member Wroblewski feels the changes that have been made in the amendment are good.
74 Council member Nelson does not support.
75 Council member Perkins suggested omitting the screening requirement for now or go to work session
76 for more discussion.
77 Mayor Palmquist would eliminate the 5 yr requirement to go back to intent of defining “fully” screened,
78 and keep discussing.
79 Council member Ross stated the technology will be changing, future panels may be smaller.
80 Attorney Radio stated the administrative burden is high with a time limit on the screening growth.
81 Suggested language “reasonable time period”.
82 Administrator Moorse stated there are a number of items that need research. Suggested removing
83 screening requirements and adopt ordinance, then look at other items.
84 Motion/Second Palmquist /Wroblewski move to approve Ordinance 04-2023, striking highlighted
85 text regarding 5 yr screening requirement. Roll call: 4 aye, 1 nay (Nelson) Passed 4-1.
86 A work session will be held to discuss setbacks, screening and other items.
87
88 2. Draft Shoreland Ordinance Amendments regarding tree protection & replacement
89 Chair Kopitzke stated the Planning Commission had questions about the perpetuity clause.
90 Council member Nelson stated he is also not in favor of the perpetuity clause and feels a financial
91 penalty is better.
92 Council member Ross suggested the penalty be based on property value.
93 Council member Nelson stated that staff cannot monitor in perpetuity.
94 Attorney Tom Radio will research further.
95
96 3. Groundwater Protection
97 Chair Kopitzke stated that the Planning Commission looked at ordinances on herbicide and pesticide
98 use.
99
100
101 B. Engineering Report —
102 1. Project Updates
103 Jeff Pearson, City Engineer reported that the crackfill projects is scheduled for Aug 21°.
104 Council member Nelson asked to have a report on estimated costs a couple of times per year when
105 other projects are being bid so we can see cost trends.
106
107 C. Administration —
108 1. Administrative Civil Citations Ordinance — Ordinance 05-2023
109 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to adopt Ordinance 05-2023 authorizing administrative citations
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110 for violation of the City Code and the establishment of a schedule of fees for administrative

111 citations. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

112

113 2. Establish Fee Schedule for Administrative Civil Citations — Resolution 2023-32

114 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2023-32 establishing a schedule of civil fines
115 for violation of the City Code. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

116

117 3. Technical Services Agreement with the Washington Conservation District

118 Administrator Moorse stated that staff has been utilizing the expertise of staff at the Washington

119 Conservation District (WCD) for landscape plan review, tree replacement and screen planting planning
120 and review, vegetation restoration/management for steep slopes, invasive vegetation management and
121 mapping support. Some of this work has been in relation to land use applications and some has been
122 directly for the City. The WCD has technical service agreements with numerous governmental units for
123 these types of support. Staff has been working with the WCD regarding an agreement that would enable
124 the City to make more extensive use of the WCD resources, and to pass through costs related to land use
125 applications to the applicants. The hourly rates for the technical services support generally range from
126 $70 to $80. The agreement includes a list of types of project support services available through the

127 WCD, including Open Space/Trail/Wildlife Corridor Identification Support. The agreement is for the
128 remainder of 2023, and has a maximum cost of $2,500, at least a portion of which would be expected to
129 be pass-through costs related to land use applications.

130 Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to approve the Technical Services Agreement with the Washington
131 Conservation District. Passed 5-0.

132

133 4. Building Permit Fee Schedule Updates — Ordinance 06-2023

134 Administrator Moorse stated that based on feedback received from the Council, Stensland Inspections
135 provided a revised proposal for the updating of flat fees for small projects based on both the value of a
136 project and the amount of time needed to conduct inspections. The revised proposal sets a flat fee of
137 $140 for most small projects. The exception is that reroof, siding, demolition and window/exterior door
138 permit fees are proposed to be based on the portion of the existing fee schedule that is based on project
139 valuation, with a minimum fee of $140 and a maximum fee of $500.

140 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Ordinance 06-2023 reflecting the proposed updated

141 permit fees for small projects. Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0.

142

143 5. Schedule Council Work Sessions

144 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to schedule a work session on September 11 at 4:30. Passed 5-0.
145

146 6. Gehrke Variance Application at 3561 St. Croix Trail (This item is on the agenda only for continuation
147 to the September 19, 2023 Council meeting. No other action will be taken.)

148 Motion/Second Palmquist/ Perkins to move item to the September Council meeting. Passed 5-0.
149

150 7. Capital Enterprise LLC Final Plat at 4857 Manning Avenue South — Resolution 2023-33

151 Administrator Moorse stated that the Final Plat for the subdivision has been submitted and has been

152 reviewed by the City Engineer to ensure it is consistent with the approved Preliminary Plat.

153 Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski move to adopt Resolution 2023-33 approving the Capital

154 Enterprise Final Plat for the Rolling Hills Meadow subdivision. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

155

156

157 D. Committee Reports —

158 1. Public Works — Council member Ross reported the committee is meeting on Thursday.

159 2. Personnel — no report

160 3. Parks — Council member Perkins attended the July meeting.
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4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — Council member Ross attended the meeting
which was held at the museum.

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater — Council member Ross attended the meeting. There is more

demand for water testing than there is funding. Mayor Palmquist would like to know how many

tests were returned.

Ag Preservation Committee — Council member Wroblewski attended the last meeting.

7. Police Services Liaisons — Council member Wroblewski stated that the property at 40™ has had
multiple calls and issues. Speed patrol is going well. Council Member Ross stated the flood run is
coming up, extra patrols will be added.

o

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A.

mo O®

F.
G.

Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — Council member Perkins received concerns about horse/acreage
compliance. Recent issues on River Road with landscaping washing onto roadway, as well as other
questions on construction at the same site.

Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski —no report

Ward 3 Council Member Ross — Council member Ross reported on issues at property off 40™ st. Also
reported that the museum has received a grant.

Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report

Mayor Palmquist — Mayor Palmquist reported that he has received inquiries about receiving the newslet-
ter via email rather than mailed hard copy.

City Attorney Radio — no report

City Administrator Moorse — no report

11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adjourn. All aye, Passed 5-0.

Meeting adjourned at 9:02 pm.

Respectfully submitted by:

JY

Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council September 19, 2023 as (check one): Presented: X Amended:

Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




