Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee (NRGC) Meeting
Tuesday, August 5, 2025
5:00 PM

Note: The August 5, 2025 NRGC meeting will be held both remotely and in-person at City Hall.
Instructions for participating in the meeting remotely are provided below.
Instructions for Participating in the Meeting Remotely Via Zoom

Options for Joining the Zoom Meeting:
RECOMMENDED: Use your computer, tablet or smart phone to join the meeting by logging on to:
e https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84551095025?pwd=xaFwjyTLLIRe9vLIOk1 CEbHIBPYWOD. 1
e Meeting ID: (845 5109 5025)
Passcode: 286511
Dial-in Number (to call in to the meeting)
+1 312 626 6799. When prompted, enter Meeting ID: 845 5109 5025

Agenda
1. Call to order

2. Roll call: David Husebye, Susan Loomis, Kim Myhers, Elissa Thompson, Cody Kaye, Petra
Brokken, Scott Hafner and Sven Risom

3. Approval of Agenda for August 5, 2025 meeting and additional agenda items proposed by
members.

4. Approval of Minutes of the June 3, 2025 meeting.
5. Old Business
i) Afton Deer Count Management Strategic Plan

ii) Well Testing for Nitrates and Coliforms
1) Preliminary 2025 Report - Dave

i) 2025 Resilient Communities Project - Sven
iv) Land rehabilitation project on City property west of City Hall and City Entryway — Elissa
v) Spray Issue on City Property

vi) Kelles Creek Bank Stabilization Project — Kim



vii) Cell Towers in Afton

viii) Regional Trails — Sven
1) Battle Creek to St. Croix River
2) Stillwater to Afton

ix) Prescribed burns
x) Natural resources awareness program

1) Newsletter - Sven

2) Speaker program — Petra
a) Dark Sky
b) Invasive species topics

xi) NRGC items for Afton’s monthly newsletter
1) Invasive species, resources, inspectors -- future

2) Buckthorn removal and post removal re-vegetation
3) Prescribed burns
4) Well water testing for Nitrates and Coliforms - Dave

xii) NRGC Management Organization update
1) Washington Conservation District — Elissa
2) South Washington County Watershed District — Kim
3) Middle St. Croix Water Management Organization — Susan
4) Valley Branch Watershed District — Scott
5) Washington County Water Consortium — Dave
6) Belwin — Sven

xiil) Ecological Assessment by Wetland Expert for Floodplain Forests in Steamboat and
Carver Parks

xiv) Update on CC and PC Business
xv) Additional agenda items proposed by members
6. Next Meeting Date: September 2, 2025 at 5:00 PM

7. Adjourn




Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee (NRGC) Meeting
Tuesday, June 3, 2025
5:00 PM

Note: The June 3,2025 NRGC meeting will be held both remotely and in-person at City Hall.
Instructions for participating in the meeting remotely are provided below.
Instructions for Participating in the Meeting Remotely Via Zoom

Options for Joining the Zoom Meeting:
RECOMMENDED: Use your computer, tablet or smart phone to join the meeting by logging on to:
e https://us02web.zoom.us/j/895719626397pwd=9INcL2LhTRNJws628eqJsEVSJUvMTNG.1
e Meeting ID: (895 7196 2639)
Passcode: 813406
Dial-in Number (to call in to the meeting)
+1 312 626 6799. When prompted, enter Meeting ID: 895 7196 2639

Agenda
1. Call to order Called to Order by David at 5:03pm

2. Roll call: David Husebye (Present), Susan Loomis (Absent), Kim Myhers (Present), Elissa
Thompson (Present), Cody Kaye (Present), Petra Brokken (Present), Scott Hafner (Excused) and

Sven Risom (Present)

3. Approval of Agenda for June 3, 2025 meeting and additional agenda items proposed by members.
Motion to approve by Sven; Second Petra. Vote 6-0. Motion Passes.

4. Approval of Minutes of the May 6, 2025 meeting. Motion to approve by Sven; Second Kim. Vote

6-0. Motion Passes.

5. Old Business

i) Afton Deer Count Management Strategic Plan
1) Work session meeting for City Council. June 16?
2) Elissa to connect with Dan MacSwain (County Parks) on official number for Deer

Count

ii) Well Testing for Nitrates and Coliforms

1) Plans for 2025 — Dave
(a) Next two Tuesdays for collection. Kim next Tuesday, Susan and Petra the

following.



iii) PFAS educational forum May 7, 2025
1) About 100 in attendance
2) “Really great presentation”

iv) 2025 Resilient Communities Project/grant application — Sven
1) 1% kick off meeting took place last Thursday.
2) Meet with professors in Aug and get final approval from Council

v) Land rehabilitation project on City property west of City Hall and City Entryway — Elissa
1) Grant ends fall of 2026
2) Come on down anytime and remove buckthorn
3) Elissa to stage WCD buckthorn puller at City Hall

vi) Regional Trails — Sven
1) Battle Creek to St. Croix River South of Afton or Hudson Road? Still working on
options?
2) Stillwater to Afton though Belwin?

vii) Prescribed burns
1) Event on Sunday with Heidi (The Prairie Enthusiasts) to discuss her restoration.

viii) Natural resources awareness program

1) Newsletter - Sven
(a) July WCD and Land trust
(b) September The Prairie Enthusiasts
2) Speaker program — Petra
a) Dark Sky
Working on an event with astronomical society at Belwin facility.
b) Invasive species topics Replanting after buckthorn removal?

ix) NRGC items for Afton’s monthly newsletter

1) Invasive species, resources, inspectors -- future

2) Buckthorn removal and post removal re-vegetation
3) Prescribed burns

4) Well water testing for Nitrates and Coliforms - Dave

x) NRGC Management Organization update

1) Washington Conservation District — Elissa
(a) None
2) South Washington County Watershed District — Kim
(a) None
3) Middle St. Croix Water Management Organization — Susan
4) Valley Branch Watershed District — Scott
(a) Kim to connect with Elissa on Kelle’s Creek Restoration with City and landowners.



5) Washington County Water Consortium — Dave
(a) Meet Tomorrow EAB in Stillwater, Urban Forestry
6) Belwin — Sven

xi) Update on CC and PC Business
1) Cannabis amendment passed

2) Lighting to planning commission last night; will go to council in 3 weeks
3) Roads approved.

xii) Additional agenda items proposed by members
1) Petra Cell Tower EMFS- Afton has a good ordinance.
2) Revisit herbicide ordinance.
3) Kim and Kelle’s Creek Stabilization Project.

. Next Meeting Date: July 1st, 2025 at 5:00 PM
a) Elissa will be Gone in July.

. Adjourn
Motion to approve by Petra; Second Sven. Vote 6-0. Motion Passes.



Sxiv
July 15, 2025 City Council Meeting Highlights

The Council:

* Reviewed the 2022 City Audit Report and adopted the audited financial statements.
» Denied a variance application for an accessory building at 4771 St. Croix Trial S.

* Approved the Washington County Conditional Use Permit application at 14386 Hudson
Road S.
* Approved limited authorization to approve plan changes and related costs for the 2025

street improvements project.
* Approved the summary ordinance for the publication of the outdoor lighting ordinance

amendment.
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