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CITY OFFICE CLOSED
Thursday & Friday, July 3-4

Afton 4th of July Parade Grand Marshal
Lucy McAllister

CITY MEETINGS

The Afton Parade Committee is Natural R July 1, 28?2G5 dwat

pleased to announce that the 2025 Grand atura es?:urncq?:“tt rotuncwater

Marshal is Lucy McAllister. Lucy and her (5).00 F|>Mee

husband Loring McAllister moved to Afton ’

in 1973 as a young .career-or'lented f:ouple July 9, 2025

prepared to settle into small town life . . .
. L Heritage Preservation Committee

along the St. Croix River, living in a home 6:00 PM

across the road from Afton State Park. Lu- §

cy found employment in Stillwater and “the ‘8§
Cities” in art education while Loring &
worked in the mental health field.

July 14, 2025
Parks Committee
6:00 PM

Over the years, the McAllister’s hosted
several foreign exchange students and be-
came volunteers in various community projects.

July 15, 2025
City Council Meeting
7:00 PM

In 1974, then Afton Mayor Donald Scheel appointed Lucy as Afton’s Chairper-
son of more than 40 volunteers for the 1976 United States Bicentennial Cele-
bration. She became instrumental in the planning and execution of our 1976
Celebration and Parade and founded the Afton Schooner Band which became
a big hit and remains a parade feature today. Because of Lucy’s efforts the pa-
rade was a great success and remains an important tradition for Afton that
attracts crowds of 15-20,000 from surrounding communities.

Public Participation Via Zoom Will Continue
to be Available for City Council and Planning
Commission Meetings.
Information on how to join the meetings will
be posted on the City website along with the
agenda and meeting packet.

CITY COUNCIL

Mayor: Bill Palmquist 651-308-0569
Ward I: Annie Perkins 651-592-3007
Ward 2: Lucia Wroblewski 651-436-3982

Ward 3: Stan Ross 612-720-6478
Ward 4: Randy Nelson 651-436-2479
CITY HALL
651-436-5090
Afton 4th of July Parade eriy V::fBSITE
. www.Cl.atfton.mn.us
Friday, July 4, 2025

Start time 1:00 IMPORTANT NUMBERS

. . . Animal Control 715-220-1332
Food—Drinks—Music—Trolley Rides Building Inspector 651-436-6469
Afton Main Street Burning Permits 651-248-5103

Environmental Center 651-275-7475
Highland Sanitation 651-458-0043
Otter Lake Animal Care 651-426-8871
Fire Dept 651-436-7033
Sheriff's Dept 651-439-9381

EMERGENCY 911
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Find information at:
http://aftonparade.com/
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Notes from the Mayor

At the June 17 Council meeting, County Attorney Kevin Magnuson gave a presentation on the work his office is doing and its impacts on
Afton. Overall, there was good news on the number of certain crimes trending lower in recent years following a spike during the Covid
pandemic. Coincidentally, Mike Huntley of the Youth Service Bureau also attended the Council meeting, and both spoke of their collabo-
ration to provide a very successful youth diversion program. The County Attorney and his office and the Youth Service Bureau are part-
ners we rely on here in the city. The council was appreciative of their time to come in person and speak with us.

| have been asked a few times recently about how to get more information about well testing for PFAS, and where to find the results of
those well tests around the city. The Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) has a webpage for well sampling in the east metro
area, including an interactive map showing the well sampling results and a link to an online well sampling request form. The direct link is
below, but you can also find it by going to their website and using the search feature at the top of the page and searching for Well Sam-
pling in the East Metro Area.

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air-water-land-climate/well-sampling-in-the-east-metro-area

| know there are people in the community who have been waiting for a long time for a test or for test results. Please keep contacting
them if you have not heard back from your initial request for testing. It can take months to get the test done and the results sent to you.
However, if you have not heard anything, it is always better to reach back out. They are working to lower the well sampling timeframe by
bringing on more testing companies and labs. Unfortunately, there is not much the city can do to help with the delays. But please let city
staff know if you are experiencing significantly longer wait times so we can track it.

June marked the last meeting for Planning Commission member and Heritage Preservation Committee chair Jacob Edwards. Jacob has set
a great example of getting an early start in volunteering and sharing your talents in service to the community. Jacob is moving out of Af-

ton, and | want to thank him for all the work he has done for our city serving in both of these important roles. Thank you, Jacob!

-Bill

Have an Interest in
Historical

Architecture?
Do you have an interest in architecture,
historic buildings and preserving Afton’s her-
itage! The Heritage Preservation / De-

You are invited to an Open House

sign Review Commiission is looking for Honoring Fire Chief Jim Stanley
new members with an interest or back-
ground in architecture or design. Help us celebrate our Chief, who is retiring from 47+ Years of Service to the

Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Department and community.
The HPC/DR meets to review projects to

ensure they meet the City’s Design Stand- When: Wednesday, July 30, 2025 3:30-6:30 PM
ards for the Old Village. Meetings are the Location: Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Station meeting room
2nd Wednesday of the month or as needed. 1560 St. Croix Trail South

Lake St. Croix Beach, MN
Applications are available on the city
website. The Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Protection District is hosting this Open
House in honor and recognition of Chief Jim Stanley’s 47 years of service to
our community and the Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Department.

For many years, Jim has served as an officer in a variety of leadership roles
for the Department, most recently as our Chief. The District Board invites
you to join us in thanking Jim for his exceptional commitment and service to
our community, and communities beyond.

Please join us at the LSCVFD Station on July 30 between 3:30-6:30 PM!
Light refreshments will be served.



https://www.pca.state.mn.us/air-water-land-climate/well-sampling-in-the-east-metro-area
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Meeting Highlights
June 2, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting
The Commission:
e Held a public hearing for a variance application for an agricultural building at 14324
42nd St.
e Held a public hearing for an Ordinance amendment to the city code regarding
Lighting, Light Fixtures and Glare.

June 17, 2025 City Council Meeting
The Council:

e Approved an Ordinance amendment to the city code regarding Lighting, Light Fixtures

and Glare

Denied a variance application for an agricultural building at 14324 42nd St.

Heard a presentation from Mike Huntley of the Youth Service Bureau.

Heard a presentation from County Attorney Kevin Magnuson.

Heard a presentation on the legislative session from Representative Wayne Johnson.
Appointed Chris Bursack to serve on the Planning Commission.

Awarded the 2025 Crack Seal project to Seal Pros.

MEETING PACKETS, VIDEOS AND APPROVED MEETING MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT:
www.ci.afton.mn.us

Belwin Conservancy
Upcoming Events

Nature Memories Open House with
Family Means

Wednesday, July 30 10:00 am - [:00 pm
Belwin Conservancy, Education Site, Wetlands
Classroom 1553 Stagecoach Tr. S., Afton MN
55001 Cost: FREE In partnership with Family
Means, Belwin Conservancy hosts an Open
House for individuals with memory loss and
their caregiver. More details coming soon.
Previous events have featured live music, natu-
ralist led walks, and nature inspired arts activi-
ties. This event is open to all interested in this
partnership between Belwin and Family Means.

For details and registration contact:
Belwin Conservancy
1553 Stagecoach Trail South
Afton MN 55001
651-436-5189

www.belwin.org

Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Department
Hands-Only CPR

Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Department welcomes you
to come learn Compression-Only CPR, AED use, and
basic bleeding control tech-

niques. This FREE and fun hands-on training takes on-
ly two hours, but the long-lasting skills could last a life-
time and save lives. Join us!

Please visit the Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Department
website at www.lscvfd.com to sign up, or visit our Face-
book page for more information.

55082)

July Dates:
July 9, 2025 6:00pm- 8:30pm Wednesday

July 16, 2025 6:00pm-8:30pm Wednesday

Well water screening clinic

Thursday, Aug. 21 (I lam-4pm) at Baytown Town
Hall (4020 McDonald Drive N., Stillwater, MN

What's in your drinking water? To participate in this free
water screening clinic, bring water from your home tap
(minimum of one cup - 80z) in a clean, hard plastic or glass
container and include the location and date that you col-
lected the sample. We will run a screen test on your water
for nitrate and chloride. You can wait for your results or
request them via email. During the clinic, experts will also
be on hand to discuss wellhead protection and groundwa-
ter concerns, including arsenic, bacteria, pesticides, and
Perfluorinated Alkylated Substances (PFAS). Stop by any-
time to pick up fact sheets and talk with clinic volunteers.
This clinic is free and open to everyone, regardless of what

July 31, 2025 6:00pm-8:30pm Thursday

city, county or state they live in.

Parks Committee Seeks
Members

Co-sponsors include: East Metro Water Education Pro-
gram (EMWREP), Lower St. Croix Watershed Partnership,
Chisago County, Chisago SWCD, Washington County,

The Parks Committee is seeking volun-
teer residents who have an interest in
identifying and reviewing issues relating to
parks and open spaces and assessing and
recommending such plans to City Council.
The committee meets, when needed, the
2nd Monday of the month.

Applications available on city web-
site.

Washington Conservation District, Minnesota Groundwa-
ter Association, and the Minnesota Well Owners Organiza-
tion.



http://www.belwin.org
http://www.lscvfd.com/
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Valley Library Events &

Important Dates
Library Closure Date: Friday July 4th in

observance of the Independence Day
Please note: Extended Access users can ac-
cess Valley Library on July 4th

Did you know the Library’s Summer at your
Library Learning Program continues in July?
Pick up a gamecard in the library or find it
online at washcolib.org.

For Adults:

The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-
6:00pm on the 4" Thursday of every month.
The title selection for the Thursday July
24th meeting is “The Lincoln Highway” by
Amor Towles.

For Teens:
Thursday, July 17% 2:00-4:00 Junk Jour-
naling

4 week class beginning Monday July 7
Teens Code: Introduction to Coding
Python 2:00-3:30pm at RH Stafford Li-
brary in Woodbury Learn the basics of Py-
thon coding using Trinket and Turtle soft-
ware. Participants are expected to be present
for all four weeks. Ages | |-18. Registration is
required.

For Kids:
Tuesday, July 15" @ 4:00 Treasure Be-
yond Measure

Wednesday, July 9" @ 1:00 Summer
STEM: Magnets

Monday, July 21st @ 11:15 Preschool Art
Lab: Sticky Collage

Wednesday, July 30" @ 1:00 Rubber
Ducky Rescue

Every Monday 10:30-11:00 am Storytime
Monday, July 14th 10:30-11:00 Music and
Movement Storytime

Thursday, July 10th 6:00 pm Pajama
Storytime

Saturdays, July 5th, 12th and 19th
11:00-1:00 Kid Builders

For complete information and to register for

programs contact:
Valley Library 651-436-5882

www.washcolib.org
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Online payments are now available for city
permits & fees including Building Permits and
Sewer Payments,
www.ci.afton.mn.us

Please recycle this
newsletter after use.

SAVE THE DATE!

Field of Bands

Washington County
Fairgrounds
September 20, 2025

‘?’ Yellow Ribbon Alliance
I'N Lower St Croix Valley

Order Your Discounted Rain Barrel
Collecting rainwater reduces runoff, conserves
water, and saves you money! Washington County
residents can order a rain barrel at a discounted
price, while supplies last. Pre-ordered items must
be picked up at an Environmental Center (Forest
Lake and Woodbury) within 90 days of purchase.

www.washingtoncountymn.gov/28 | 3/Compost-Bin

-and-Rain-Barrel-Sale




