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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
July 20, 2021

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 P.M.

8.

The meeting was held in-person, with attendance via Zoom also available.
THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - was recited.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, Stan
Ross. A Quorum was present.

ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak, Planning Commission Chair
Kris Kopitzke (via Zoom), City Clerk Julie Yoho

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

Add item 9¢8 “Special meeting regarding update on settlement”.

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the July 20, 2021 Regular City Council
meeting with the addition noted. All aye, passed 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Council member Wroblewski noted several small edits to the minutes of the June 15 council meeting.
Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve minutes of the June 15, 2021 City Council Meeting, the May
19 Special City Council meeting, May 10 City Council Work session, and the June 30 City Council
Work session. All aye, passed 5-0.

PUBLIC INPUT —

Brad Bechel, 8" St Ct., owner to south of solar property. Stated he likes the revised plan much more with
the 100’ buffer. Still has concerns about erosion if they cut the trees on the 13% slope; hopes they can
maintain the integrity of the bank.

. REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS -

A. Sheriff’s Report
In packet

B. City Accountants Budget Report
Roger Schanus, City Accountant, provided an overview of the financial reports.

C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
Council member Nelson reported they are working on updating the bylaws.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers — JUNE — Resolution 2021-46

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2021-46. Roll
call: all aye, passed 5-0.

9. CITY COUNCIL BUISINESS

A. Planning Commission Report
1. Impact Power Solutions Conditional Use Permit Application Resolution 2021-42
Administrator Moorse provided a summary of the revised application. The revised plan retains all trees
within 100 feet of the southern property line. The plan does include two areas of tree removals on
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59 slopes of 13% or greater. The area to the west is 12,000 sq. feet and the area to the east is 7,000 square
60 feet.
61 Jeff Pearson, City Engineer, recommended the applicant work with the watershed district to be sure the
62 bank is reestablished and to get recommendations for stabilization.
63 Mayor Palmquist suggested adding a condition that the city and watershed review plans for the area.
64 Council member Wroblewski asked about removal of large trees and the impact of the root systems
65 being removed.
66 Pearson stated the contour runs through the swale. There won’t be a high velocity of runoff.
67 Council member Perkins noted that they are removing trees to place solar panels here, when there is flat
68 farmland where people would like to put solar.
69 Administrator Moorse noted that there is a condition that the plans are subject to review & approval.
70 Could add another regarding re-grading in slope areas where trees are removed; require additional
71 erosion control measures to be put in place as soon as possible once trees are removed.
72 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve Impact Power Solutions CUP application with
73 additional conditions of watershed approval and other two conditions suggested by Ron.
74 Council member Wroblewski read from the comprehensive plan. This is cutting down oaks to place
75 solar panels. Removing trees and putting in substandard buffer. Solar may not be good use here. Biggest
76 concern is going into the slope. The other solar projects have just over 4 acres, this one is the largest at
77 4.8 acres. Cannot support.
78 Council member Perkins stated the comp plan incongruent with what is zoned and allowed. This is the
79 one place where solar is allowed.
80 Council member Nelson feels there could be a better use.
81 Council member Ross stated he likes that the watershed will be involved.
82 Mayor Palmquist stated this is the industrial zone. More intense uses could come in.
83 Council member Perkins stated another use could come in and not have to cut the trees down.
84 Council member Wroblewski asked if there is a tree on the boundary line, will the roots be damaged.
85 Mayor Palmquist stated this parcel is zoned industrial.
86 Evan, applicant, stated the design was modified to comply with the ordinance. 1.6 acres of trees will be
87 removed. If this fails, it could impact the other two solar projects as well.
88 Council member Ross asked if the array follows the slope.
89 Even replied this goes east-west, on top of slope. Satisfies the ordinance.
90 Roll call: Nelson nay, Ross aye, Wroblewski nay, Perkins nay, Palmquist aye. Motion fails 2-3.
91
92 2. Blasko Variance Application — Resolution 221-47
93 Chair Kopitzke provided a summary: The variance application is in response to a determination by the
94 City Attorney that the existing house on the parcel has been abandoned and is no longer considered a
95 legally non-conforming structure, so that the automatic right to rebuild the house, as well as the right to
96 maintain the parcel as a separately buildable and sellable parcel, has been lost. Because the Blaskos had
97 previously owned, sold, and repurchased the 14040 parcel as a separate parcel, they believe the parcel
98 should continue to be considered as a separately buildable and sellable parcel. The appraisal for the
99 property was based as if no house was there since it was considered abandoned. The planning
100 commission voted to approve.
101 Administrator Moorse stated that the resolution includes the PC’s finding of slowing of regulatory
102 activity in 2020. The lot would be less non-conforming in terms of size.
103 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve the Blasko variance application at 14040 Valley Creek
104 Trail with findings & conditions listed.
105 Findings
106 1. The subject property and surrounding properties are zoned Rural Residential
107 2. The Blaskos own five contiguous parcels, with a total of approximately 20 acres, of which
108 two of the parcels contain an existing house.
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3. The existing house on the 14040 parcel has a setback of 52 feet from Valley Creek vs. the
required 200 foot setback. The house is located 112 feet from the centerline of Valley
Creek Trail, which exceeds the required setback of 105 feet.

4. City Attorney has determined that the existing house on the 14040 parcel has been aban-
doned and is no longer considered a legally non-conforming structure, so that it is not con-
sidered to be a separate parcel of land for purposes of sale or development, but must be
combined with adjacent parcels under the same ownership.

5. The Blaskos had previously owned, sold, and repurchased the 14040 parcel as a separate
parcel

6. In mid-2020, afterthe Blaskos repurchased the 14040 parcel, they determined that they
wanted to preserve the full 20 acres of property by selling it to the County through its Land
and Water Legacy program.

7. Because the acquisition and preservation of the property would involve removal of both
houses on the 20-acre property, there has not been any work done recently on the house at
14040 Valley Creek Trail.

8. Normal regulatory timelines have been difficult to meet during the pandemic.

Conditions
1. The 14040 parcel shall be combined with the contiguous 5-acre parcel with PID#
16.028.20.23.0005 and the contiguous small parcel with PID, 16.028.2-.23.0011.
2. Ifthe house is to be rebuilt, the City may require the house to be relocated to maximize the
setbacks to the creek and the road.
Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

3. Ordinance Amendment — Ordinance 04-2021

Chair Kopitzke stated the planning commission felt this was a good use with low impact and that it
could go under the warehousing ordinance.

Motion/Second Palmquist /Perkins to approve Ordinance 04-2021, amending Section 12-55 of
Chapter 12 to add a definition of Cooperative Commercial Warehousing as an allowed type of
Warehousing. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)
1. Pay Voucher #2 for 2021 Pavement Improvement Project
Jeff Pearson, City Engineer, reported that the project is nearly complete. Final seeding is waiting
until the heat wave ends.
Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to approve payment to OMG Midwest in the amount of $15,7834.4
for the pavement improvement project.
Council member Ross complimented the contractor who did an excellent job and came in under
budget.
Vote: all aye, passed 5-0.

2. Project updates
Jeff Pearson reported that the 60% St paving is complete. The St Joseph Pines development is under
construction — working on storm sewer.

C. Administration —
1. Afton Creek Preserve Incomplete items and timelines
Administrator Moorse stated the council held a work session on June 30 to go through a punch list
developed by Klay Eckles of WSB. The list contains incomplete items and a proposed timeline for
completion. The supplemental packet has information on the oak savanna project.

3
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160 Mayor Palmquist stated he would like to know how they plan to remove invasives in the winter.

161 Council member Wroblewski stated the development agreement said Prairie Restorations Inc. (PRI) was
162 supposed to have a 3 yr. contract to maintain. Did they pay PRI? They are late in meeting deadlines.
163 Council member Nelson asked if city has talked to PRI? (Wroblewski stated she did talk to them and
164 they weren’t hired to do maintenance.)

165 Council member Ross stated if they aren’t meeting deadlines, perhaps we need to set a hard deadline.
166 Mayor Palmquist stated any contractor can be used if it is approved by the MN Land Trust, but we need
167 to see the plan.

168 Council member Nelson agreed that other firms can do the work as long as the Land Trust is ok. Asked
169 what the status is of the shouldering along 60 St. (completed)

170 Mayor Palmquist stated a signed contract needs to be submitted by next meeting.

171 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to adopting the punch list and timeline developed by Klay

172 Eckles of WSB, with a deadline of the next city council meeting. All aye, passed 5-0.

173

174 2. Rick and Joan Meierotto Donation

175 Motion/Second Ross/ Nelson to accept donation of a park bench and one or two shade trees to be
176 placed to enjoy the pollinator garden along the bike trail behind the City Hall. All aye, passed
177 5-0.

178

179 3. Ordinance Amendment to Prohibit Trapping in the VHS District — Ordinance 05-2021

180 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to adopt Ordinance 05-2021, an ordinance amendment to
181 prohibit trapping in the VHS District. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

182

183 4. Ordinance Amendment to add a Commercial Tree Service licensing requirement — Ordinance 06-
184 2021

185 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve ordinance amendment 06-2021 require licensing of
186 commercial tree service contractors.

187 Council member Nelson asked how we will communicate the requirement.

188 Information will be put in the newsletter and a letter can be sent to the contractors we are familiar
189 with.

190 Roll call vote: All aye, passed 5-0.

191

192 5. Cody Kaye Application for a zoning code amendment regarding viticulture areas and farm wineries
193 Administrator Moorse provided a summary: The application is for an ordinance amendment with the
194 following purpose: “to provide for the orderly development of viticultural areas and Farm Wineries,
195 within the “A” and “AP” Agricultural Districts, to encourage the economic development of the local
196 agricultural industry, provide for the sampling and sales of value-added products, to protect the

197 agricultural character and long-term agricultural production of agricultural lands, and to ensure

198 compatibility with adjacent land uses.

199 Council member Nelson asked if this would be treated differently than traditional AG land (yes)

200 Motion/Second Perkins/Ross to refer the Cody Kaye application for a Zoning Code amendment
201 regarding viticultural areas to the Planning Commission for a public hearing and

202 recommendation.

203 Mayor Palmquist stated he would like to know how much of this use is in Afton.

204 Council member Nelson asked why would we treat this different than other AG.

205 Council member Wroblewksi asked about what happens if vineyard stops operating.

206 All aye, passed 5-0.

207

208 6. American Rescue Plan (ARP) funding resolution — Resolution 2021-48

209 Motion/Second Palmgquist/Ross to adopt Resolution 2021-48 accepting the City’s allocation of
210 the federal funding through the American Rescue Plan. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.
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7. Excess Liability Waiver form
Motion/Second Ross/Perkins move to not waive the statutory liability limits. All aye, passed 5-
0.

8. Afton House settlement
On Monday July 26" there will be a special meeting to take action regarding the settlement and
provide more detail.

D. Committee Reports —

Public Works — plan to have a meeting in a couple weeks

Personnel — no report

Parks — discussing the park pavilion

Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review —no report

Natural Resources and Groundwater — no report

Police Services Liaisons — Council member Ross reported that the speed trailer has been put out
and is gathering data. Traffic is up on Neal & 40t due to construction on Manning, will ask the
county to place the county speed trailer there.

ANk v~

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report
B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — traffic on Neal has increased with the construction on Manning
C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross — writing a grant for the museum on behalf of the city for structural
repairs; the city owns the building.
D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report
E. Mayor Palmquist — no report
F. City Attorney Knaak — no report
G. City Administrator Moorse — no report
11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To adjourn. All aye, passed 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 9:00PM
Respectfully submitted by:
Y
Julie Yoho, City Clerk
Approved by Council August 17,2021 as (check one): Presented: X Amended:
Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




