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4:30 P.M. 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist 12 

 13 

2. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Palmquist, Council Members, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross and Annie Perkin.  A 14 

Quorum was present.  Also present was City Administrator Ron Moorse and State Representative Mark 15 

Wiens   16 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  17 

Motion/Second: Ross/Perkins. To approve the agenda for the July 31, 2023 City Council Work Session.  18 

Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 4-0-0.  19 

 20 

4. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS  21 

A. Legislative Update 22 

State representative Mark Wiens reported on issues and bills in which he was involved during the 23 

2023 legislative session, and discussed with the Council priority needs of Afton, such as funding to 24 

enable expansion of broadband service to underserved properties and funding for small cities for 25 

street improvements  26 

B. Wastewater Collection and Treatment System Projected Costs and Revenues 27 

Moorse presented a spreadsheet showing annual projected revenues and expenditures in the Sanitary 28 

Sewer Fund based on connection of all properties to the sanitary sewer system by the end of 2024.  29 

The projection showed the need to increase the monthly sewer fee to balance revenues with 30 

expenditures.  The Council discussed increasing the monthly sewer fee from $50 per sewer unit to 31 

$55 in 2024. 32 

C. 2024 Budget Preparation Overview 33 

Moorse provided an overview of the proposed 2024 budget for discussion by the Council, 34 

particularly the expenditure items that are projected to have the most impact on the budget.  35 

Cannabis Legislation Update 36 

Moorse provided an update regarding the legislation regarding the use, possession and sale of 37 

cannabis that was passed in the 2023 legislative session.  While the retail sale of cannabis will not 38 

be allowed until 2025, adult use of cannabis will be allowed effective August 1, 2023.  The Council 39 

discussed establishing regulations regarding the use of cannabis in public spaces, and suggested the 40 

regulations could be similar to restrictions on the consumption of alcohol in public spaces.  41 

C. City Administrator Updates 42 

There were no City Administrator updates. 43 

 44 

5.  ADJOURN 45 

Motion/Second: Ross/Palmquist. To adjourn at 6:12 p.m.  Roll call: All ayes, passed 4-0-0.  46 

  47 

Respectfully submitted by: 48 

 49 

      50 

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator 51 

 52 

 53 
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