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City of Ajton

Parks Committee Meeting
Wednesday, July 28", 2021
6:00 PM
Note: This meeting will be held in-person in the City Hall Council Chambers at

3033 St. Croix Trail
Afton, MN 55001

Agenda
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval of Agenda

4. Approval of Minutes
A. Minutes of the June 23, 2021 Parks Committee meeting

5. Business
A. Meadow Ridge Pollinator Project Update
B. Town Square Park
C. Bicycling Trails / Signage (time depending, start discussion of what actions
we'd like to focus on)

6. Adjournment



City of Afton
Parks Committee Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, June 23, 2021
Via Zoom

The June 23" meeting of the Afton Parks Committee was called to order by Committee Chairperson
Grant Jesen via Zoom. City Administrator Ron Morse called the roll:

Attendees: Committee Chairperson Jensen, Committer members, Housker, Johnson, Weiss, Dickie
City council liaison, Perkins, City Administrator Moorse
First Order of Business:
Approval of the May 15" meeting notes approved without objection
Second Order of Business:
Approval of the Agenda without objection or addition

1. Town Square Park
2. Meadow Ridge Park Project
3. Bicycle routes

Third Order of Business: Agenda Discussion.

1. Town Sguare Park

a. U of M Study completed several years ago resulted in some recommendations being
acted on by the City. They including drainage in the back section of the Park at the base
of the bluff and pervious pavers being installed in the two adjacent parking areas.

b. The ball field was not moved as recommended by the U, away from St. Croix Trail, as
the oak trees in the park limit the size of the baseball outfield.

¢. Infield requires more maintenance including dragging, picking up debris and larger
stones. Committee Member Housker coaches VAA at the field and indicated youth are
at risk of being hit by a ricochet off rocks.

The bleacher closest to St. Croix Trail with be moved by Public Works.

The City Council wants to cover the infield with grass and have dirt base paths. Johnson
at Public Works will coordinate how and when this will be done along with improving
the condition of the grass in the park.

f. There was a substantial conversation about alterations or rebuilding the picnic shelter.
The Parks committee recommends that a more detailed description of what would be
included in the rebuilt or new structure, what its program use would be, and what the
initial estimate as to budget for the project should be provided to Parks Committee.
Without this information the Parks Committee could not provide meaningful input.

2. Meadow Ridge. Chairman Jensen, who has taken the lead in planning, presenting and
coordinating the passive park project at Meadow Ridge gave, a lengthy and informative
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summary of the projects status. Jensen indicated that he would like the neighbors, who
otherwise could be resistant to the project, the greatest opportunity to receive information
about the project at the site and make comments about it to the Parks Committee, their
local city council representative, and to the entire City Council. The Parks Committee
members made several recommendations to encourage a constructive dialogue. The full
conversation is available for the public to view on the City of Afton web site.

3. Bicycle Routes. Mapped and publically marked bicycle routes through the City of Afton has
been a priority of the Parks Committee. Committee member Dickie will reach out to the
owner, and riding enthusiast of the local bike shop “Velo” about helping guide the City in
designating preferred bike routes through Afton.

A Motion to Adjourn was made and seconded. The Meeting was adjourned at 7:00 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Temporary Secretary Robert Dickie.

Note: A recorded video of Park Committee Meetings is available on the City of Afton Website.




Parks Committee Meno
Meeting: July 28, 2021

To: Parks Committee Members
From: Ron Moorse, City Administrator
Date: July 22,2021

Re: Town Square Park Picnic Shelter
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City of Afton
3033 St. Croix Trl, P.O. Box 219
Afton, MN 55001

When the Parks Committee, at its June 23, 2021 meeting, discussed the Council’s referral of the park
shelter project to the Parks Committee, it responded with a request for more information about the
Council’s expectations and requirements regarding the use and amenities of a park shelter and the budget
for a park shelter project. The Council has discussed the Parks Committee’s request and has responded in
two ways. One, the Council has reviewed the attached “wish list” regarding the use, design and amenities
of the park shelter prepared by Council member Ross, and his suggested maximum budget amount of
$125,000. Second, while the Council did not approve either the wish list or the budget, and particularly
questioned providing water to the shelter, the Council did agree that the Parks Committee should move
forward with a project planning process with the wish list and proposed budget as the upper end of what
could be feasible, although the timing of a project approval could be pushed into future years.




July 05, 2021

Picnic Shelter Wish List

Issue:
1) Interior is exposed to the elements.
a. When in use, rain and wind disrupts any activities.
b. Building acts as an accumulator of trash.
¢. Animals use the interior as a bathroom.
d. Interior is difficult to clean.

2) Interior lighting is ineffective.

3} Available outlets are too few and none available for exterior use.
4) No water available for cleanup.

5) Building is too narrow.

6) Roof leaks, fascia boards split and damaged.

7) No surface to set out food or supplies.

Solution:
1) Design a structure that can be closed.
a. 16 foot wide glass garage doors on east and west sides.
i. Doors can be closed to block elements during use.
ii. Glass doors will provide ambient lighting during the day.
iii. Doors can be closed over the winter to protect the interior.

b. End caps of building equipped with shuttered openings.
i. Bi-fold or swing up window covering.
ii. Design north and south end caps with half height walls.

c. Cleanup
i. Sealed floor similar to restroom.
ii. Walls and ceiling that can be cleaned and disinfected with a power sprayed.

2) Use dimmable LED lighting to illuminate entire interior.

3) Add several more outlets inside and outside the building.
a. May require installation of a 100 amp service.
b. Have at least two 30amp outlets, one inside and another outside.

4) Add water.

Water plumbed to building.
Tankless water heater.

Sink drain.

Floor drain.
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5) Make building wider.
a. Building should be wide enough to place existing picnic tables east/west, end to end
with enough room to walk between and around each end (~22 feet).

6) Building exterior.
a. Roof design should match restroom.

b. Exterior walls to match restroom and be able to be power sprayed.

7) Add work surfaces.
a. Stainless counter top with built in sink for food prep.

Budget.

1) Based on restroom cost plus inflation, budgetary cost $125,000
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