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of Afton

Park Committee Meeting
Wednesday, July 27, 2016
6:00 PM

)
§ -

Agenda

Call to Order

Roll Call
Approval of Agenda
Business

Town Square Park Restroom
1. Obtain more detailed plans to enable reliable bids
Steamboat Park trail improvements, canoe/kayak landing/storage
Update on Friends of the St. Croix grant application to help fund levee trail bridge over
Kelle's Creek
Review of the Parks and Open Spaces Plan section of the Comprehensive Plan

Adjournment



D

PARKS AND OPEN SPACES PLAN

Residents value the rural atmosphere of Afton. Five-acte minimum lot sizes outside of the Old
Village with houses that do not dominate the views of the countryside, latge non-buildable ateas of
the City, and a large amount of farmland create an open feel to the landscape. Open spaces, in and of
themselves, are valuable to the residents of the City as preserves of nature and sanctuaries for flora and fanna.

The preservation of open spaces, including land with steep slopes, woodlands, wetlands, scenic ot
envitonmentally sensitive areas, and agticultural land provides many benefits, including the
protection of natural resources, the provision of wildlife habitat, and the presetvation of the natural,
rural countryside character of Afton. The presetvation of these open spaces is of key importance to
the City. The City will seek to accomplish this presetrvation through a number of means, including:

1. Parkland dedication;

2. Parkland acquisition;

3. Open space dedication incentives in land development regulations; and

4. Encouraging and supporting the long term continuation of agricultural uses.

Existing Parks and Open Space

The City of Afton, and Afton’s natural, open, rural character, greatly benefit from the substantial
amount of open space that has been presetved by other public and quasi-public otganizations. These
open space amenities include a State Park, Regional Parks and the Belwin Consetvancy. In addition,
the St. Croix River is a magnificent open space amenity, providing scenic and tranquil vistas, and a
major recreational resource. Another significant element of Afton’s open space is its scattered rutal
development, including latge lots and large expanses of agticultural land. Rather than developing
new patks, the focus of the City has been to protect and presetve the existing natural resources and

open space amenities.

The City does not have a substantial amount of City-owned open space and developed patks. The
City of Afton has one patk for active recreation, Town Square Patk, and another for passive
recreation, Steamboat Park, along the St. Croix River. Both patks ate located in the Old Village.

Steamboat Park lies mostly in the floodplain and is approximately thirty (30) actes in size. It setves
as a sanctuary for many birds and various kinds of wildlife. It is one of the few locations on the
lower St. Croix River that is not readily accessible for large boat traffic. Recteation is limited to
passive recreation, such as picnicking, walking, swimming, bird and wildlife viewing.

‘Town Square Park is a more active site. The patk provides space for basketball, baseball, picnicking,
music concerts, skating and group activities. Thete is playground equipment, a band shell, and a
picnic shelter in the patk, as well as primitive restroom facilities. Town Squate Partk is the focal point
of such annual events as the Fourth of July Parade, May Fair, Antique Car Rallies, and Art in the

Park. '
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Over the coutse of many years, the City has acquited a number of other patcels throughout the city
of Afton with the potential to develop into local patks. These public lands were acquired in
conjunction with the apptroval of major subdivisions over the coutse of several decades and remain
undeveloped. In all, there are 53.44 actes of designated park land available for public use.

Community and tegional patks (Afton State Patk, Lucy Winton Bell Athletic Fields, Lake Elmo
Regional Park Reserve, St. Croix Bluffs Regional Park, and Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park)
also provide a variety of different types of recreation to Afton residents.

Two biking/hiking trails pass through the City. One trail follows St. Croix Trail South and extends
from the notthetn edge of the Old Village to Intetstate 94. The other, Afton Bluffs Regional Trail, is
designated along County Road 18 running east and west, and is not separated from the roadway.

The planned St. Croix Valley Regional Ttail will patallel the St. Croix River, and will connect Point
Douglas County Patk, Catpenter Nature Center, St. Croix Bluffs Regional Park, Afton State Park
and the proposed Afton Bluffs Regional Ttail. The St. Croix Valley Regional Trail will be aligned
parallel and in close proximity to the St. Croix River.

The City seeks to protect a numbet of significant natural features within its boundaries. These
include Trout Brook, Valley Creek and its North Branch, Bissell's Mounds and Kelle’s Coulee.
Bissell's Mounds in particular ate unique to Washington County and are a recognized landmark in
the City. Other natural features that are determined to be either unique or geologically sensitive will
be preserved as the property around them is developed.

Afton State Park is located south of Afton and a portion of the patk (787 acres) is located within the
City's boundaties. The patk was authotized by legislation in 1969 and was opened to the public in
1982. The tertain of the park is defined by a glacial moraine cut by deep ravines running into the St.
Croix River. To Afton’s residents, the state park offers many recreational amenities, including:
backpack camping, swimming, hiking, fishing, ctoss countty skiing, a prairie landscape, bird
watching, and animal sighting. Some of the animals the patk offers a home to include hawks,
bluebirds, meadowlarks, deer, fox, badgets, tutkeys, thirteen-lined ground squittels, and gray and fox
squittels. Afton State Park is also home to an atray of natural vegetation. It contains a combination
of oak savannah and woodlands. Park wildflowers include woodland ephemerals in the spring,
butterfly weed and puccoons in the summer, and sunflowers and blazing star in the fall.

Belwin Consetvancy also holds considerable land within Afton under a conservation easement by
the Minnesota Land Ttust. This land is designated quasi-public. The Belwin land provides a
substantial open space amenity for adjacent land uses, and makes a major contribution to the
protection of natural resoutces, and to the City’s rural countryside character.
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Parks and Open Space Goals, Policies and Strategies

The City of Afton establishes the following patks and open space goals:

1.

Nk LN

o

10.

Preserve adequate amounts of open space to maintain a rural atmosphere (from Afton’s 2000
Park Plan).

Obtain and maintain designated open spaces to provide for wildlife habitat and migration.
Reconnect Afton's historical linkages to the St. Croix Rivet.

Provide expanded access to the City docks to all residents.

Provide safe areas to ride bicycles within the City.

Provide safe ateas to ride horses within the City.

Provide pedesttian fiiendly means of enjoying Afton's scenic views, wildlife, and connections to
the St. Croix River.

Preserve locally important water resources, natural and scenic features.

Petiodically identify the recreational needs of Afton citizens and evaluate ways to meet them.
Consider using the Afton Bluffs Regional Trail to create an east-west connection from Afton’s

Old Village to the City of Woodbury.

The City of Afton establishes the following parks and open space policies:

1.

DA

Preserve open spaces and natural resources for passive use and create non-mototized trails
through ditect putchase, subdivision, scenic and/ot consetvation easements and other means to
include the seeking of grants and the use of matching funds when they are available, but not the
use of eminent domain.

Maintain central community places.

Maintain safe environments for children to play and for the community to gather.

Maintain designated open spaces to provide for wildlife habitat and migration.

Wotk cooperatively with Washington County, the Belwin Consetvancy, the Science Museum of
Minnesota, and other quasi-public and private entities to preserve sensitive lands and open
space.

Develop a patk plan to provide for the five small patcels obtained by the City through park
dedication.

The City of Afton establishes the following parks and open space strategies:

1.

Develop signage and pedestrian-friendly connections to the St. Croix River.

2. Protect Steamboat Patk as a nature preserve and passive use area.
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