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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Work Session Minutes
JULY 24, 2023
Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:30 P.M.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Stan Ross, Lucia Wroblewski and Annie Perkins. A
Quorum was present. Also present was City Administrator Ron Moorse.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

Motion/Second: Ross/Wroblewski. To approve the agenda for the July 24, 2023 City Council Work
Session with item B moved up to the first item of business. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 4-0-0.

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Building Permit Fee Schedule Updates
Moorse explained that Stensland Inspections had revised their initial proposal for the updating of
flat fees for small projects based on the Council’s feedback and based on both the value of a project
and the amount of time needed to conduct inspections. The revised proposal sets a flat fee of $140
for most small projects. The exception is that reroof, siding, demolition and window permit fees are
proposed to be based on the portion of the existing fee schedule that is based on project valuation,
with a minimum fee of $140 and a maximum fee of $500. The Council discussed the updated fees
and agreed that the revised proposal was reasonable.
B. Commercial Uses in Industrial Zones
Moorse reported that, based on the Council’s request that staff provide recommendations regarding
ordinance language revisions to enable limited service uses in the industrial zones, staff had
reviewed current Comprehensive Plan language regarding commercial uses allowed only in the
VHS-C zone and ordinance language related to service uses that are currently allowed in the
industrial zones as the basis for recommendations regarding limited service uses in the industrial
zones. The recommendations included a revised definition of Retail Uses, and a definition of
Athletic Training Center. The recommendations also included updated requirements for animal
training facilities and veterinary clinics, and the recommendation to allow veterinary clinics in the
Industrial zones.
The Council provided the following feedback:

-A dog boarding use could provide grooming only as an accessory use and only for those dogs
that were being boarded.

- Animal-related uses could have external runs, but only within restricted hours

- An athletic training center would need to have professional instructors
C. Exterior Storage Ordinance Amendment
The Council discussed the use of shipping containers for storage, both temporary and permanent.
The Council agreed that a shipping container could be used for temporary storage with a specific
timeline. The Council did not agree on the permanent use of shipping containers. It was suggested
that if shipping containers were to become permanent they would need to be fully screened. The
Council agreed that the storage of building materials for the construction of a structure on the
property should have a time limit.
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53 The Council discussed the current ordinance language prohibiting a trailer from being parked in the
54 front yard of a residential property in the VHS zones.
55 D. Legal Services Updates
56 Moorse provided a brief update regarding legal services.
57 E. City Administrator Updates
58 There were no City Administrator updates.
59
60 5. ADJOURN
61 Motion/Second: Ross/Wroblewski. To adjourn at 6:20 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 4-0-0.
62
63  Respectfully submitted by:
64
65
66  Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator
67
68
69  Approved by Council on August 15, 2023 (check one): Presented: Amended:
70
71 Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




