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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
July 19, 2022

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 P.M.

1.

2.

3.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Bill Palmquist at 7:00pm
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE - was recited.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross, Annie
Perkins. A Quorum was present.

ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Tom Radio (via Zoom), City Clerk Julie
Yoho (via Zoom)

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to rearrange items C4 and C5 to beginning of agenda. All aye, passed
5-0.

Motion/Second Perkins/Ross To approve the agenda for the July 19, 2022 Regular City Council
meeting. All aye, passed 5-0 .

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

6.

7.

8.

A. Minutes of the June 21, 2022 Regular City Council meeting

B. Minutes of the June 6, 2022 City Council Special meeting

Minutes of the June 27, 2022 City Council Special meeting

Motion/Second Ross/Palmqguist To approve the minutes of the June 21 Regular City Council meeting
and the June 6 and 27 Special meetings. All aye, passed 5-0.

PUBLIC INPUT -
None

REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —
A. Sheriff’s Report
Deputy was present and stated they are working on noise ordinance enforcement for loud vehicles. Council
member Wroblewski asked about the church property at Manning and 40", The Deputy stated discussions
were held on how to secure the property.

B. City Accountants Budget Report
Kim Guyer was present for questions.

C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
No report

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers — June - Resolution 2022-36

Motion/Second Ross / Wroblewski To approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2022-36. Roll
Call: All aye, passed 5-0.

9. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Planning Commission Report
1. Thomas & Joalyce O’Connor Variance application for a new house on River Road
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58 Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski to table the item until the August council meeting. All aye,
59 passed 5-0.
60
61 2. William Kaye application for a Conditional Use Permit for an amendment to the Kaye Hill Farm
62 PAUD subdivision at 1754 Neal Ave — Resolution 2022-33
63 Chair Kopitzke stated the planning commission voted 3-2 with one abstain to recommend approval. The
64 support was for promoting ag use. Cons were setting precedent for future conservation easements, spot
65 zoning concern, some felt the situation could be handled without the city involvement.
66 Council member Ross asked about Belwin’s position.
67 Administrator Moorse stated the Belwin Board raised a number of substantial concerns regarding
68 amending the conservation easement. These include that an amendment would not add any conservation
69 value or benefit the conservation values that are to be protected by the easement. Also, Belwin, as a non-
70 profit organization that preserves open space through conservation easements, is required each year to
71 report to the Internal Revenue Service whether it amended any of its conservation easements and
72 whether the amendment had any impacts on the conservation values that were to be protected. Belwin
73 also needs to address whether an amendment to a conservation easement provided a private benefit.
74 Council member Wroblewski stated her previous concerns have grown after hearing Belwins input.
75 Would prefer to meet with Belwin at a work session to discuss so all have the same information.
76 Council member Perkins wants to support this use in the community. Modifying the conservation
77 easement can put Belwin in hot seat for reporting to IRS as benefiting an individual. This doesn’t seem
78 like proper avenue; perhaps a long term lease.
79 Council member Nelson stated that this is not Belwins role for these easements.
80 Council member Ross’s concern is the long-term implication for other similar parcels. Long term
81 viability of the property.
82 Council member Nelson stated that we could risk future partnerships with Belwin after having worked a
83 long time to develop these types of easements.
84 Council member Wroblewski stated the easement is clear, amending them is problematic.
85 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to deny Resolution 2022-33.
86 Mayor Palmquist stated he cannot support if Belwin doesn’t agree.
87 Roll call: all aye passed 5-0. application denied
88
89 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to refund application fee for the conditional use permit. All
90 aye, passed 5-0
91
92 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)
93 1. Speed limit changes on Oakgreen Ave cul de sac south of 15" St Resolution 2022-37
94 Jeff Pearson, City engineer recommended changes in the speed limit on Oakgreen Ave and had rec-
95 ommendations on the placements of signs.
96 Motion/Second Wroblewski /Perkins to adopt resolution 2022-37 changing the speed limit on
97 Oakgreen Ave. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.
98
99 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adopt the recommendations of the engineer for signage.
100 All aye, passed 5-0.
101
102 2. Project Updates
103 The Valley Creek guardrail is nearly done. The project agreement for the crackfill work is underway.
104
105 C. Administration —
106 1. Lower St Croix Valley Fire District budget and amendments to bylaws and JPA
107 Motion/Second Perkins/Palmquist to table item until August. All aye, passed 5-0.
108
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2. Afton Creek Preserve incomplete items

Council member Wroblewski and City Administrator Moorse met with Andrew Moe of the
Minnesota Land Trust to inspect the Afton Creek Preserve site to check on progress being made on
incomplete items.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski To extend 30 day deadline for completing items another
30 days. All aye, passed 5-0.

3. Parks Committee recommendations regarding town square park improvements

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to authorize staff to look at cost and options for removal and
replacement of the chain link fencing at the Town Square Park ballfield and basketball court,
and authorizing staff to obtain price quotes for the replacement of the basketball court as well
as for the removal and replacement of the fencing. All aye, passed 5-0.

4. Appointment to the Heritage Preservation Commission (taken out of order)

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to appoint Jill Livingston to the Heritage Preservation
Commission, for a term expiring on March 31, 2025. All aye, passed 5-0.

5. Appointments to the NRGC (taken out of order)

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to appoint Ann Dieperink to the Natural Resources and
Groundwater Committee, for a term expiring on March 31, 2025. All aye, passed 5-0.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to appoint John (Jack) Kollmer to the Natural Resources and
Groundwater Committee, for a term expiring on March 31, 2025. All aye, passed 5-0.

6.Recognition of Scott Hawley and Holly Melroe

Administrator Moorse provided the following information. Afton’s planted medians on St. Croix Trail
are beautiful and meticulously maintained, due to the hard work and care provided by Afton residents
Scott Hawley and Holly Melroe, who volunteer their time and talents to not only maintain but also
continually improve the median plantings. The result of their efforts is an attractive and welcoming
gateway to the Old Village area. Staff is bringing this information forward to provide recognition to
Scott and Holly for their outstanding efforts and care and their excellent contribution to beautifying
this entrance to Afton.

A letter of recognition will be sent.

7. Schedule work session

A meeting will be scheduled in early August.

D. Committee Reports —

1.

agkrwn

Public Works — a skid steer has been located through the DNR via Jim Stanley. It is available to pur-
chase at a good price through a state program. Council member Nelson recommended discussing at
a special meeting since the item was not on the agenda.

Personnel — no report

Parks — no report

Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

Natural Resources and Groundwater — water testing is underway

3
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6. Ag Preservation Committee — no report
7. Police Services Liaisons — Will be having a meeting on Thursday regarding vehicle noise.

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A.

o 0O

m

@m

Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — Visited the Swede Hill neighborhood — there is some tree growth
over parking signs. The Welcome to Afton signs coming into town are looking dated. Council member
Ross stated the ABBA owns them and may like to sell them.

Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — There have been issues at the church property on Manning and
40th

Ward 3 Council Member Ross — Mt Hope restoration is complete, the mural in the museum is now fully
restored

Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — Manning & Hudson construction is done by City of Woodbury. They
should have contacted us with project updates.

Mayor Palmquist — Pioneer Press article on downtown businesses, the old oak tree in the park fell down,
and also a large cottonwood tree down in Carver Park.

City Attorney Radio —Pleased to attend first meeting as City Attorney

City Administrator Moorse — no report

11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to adjourn. All aye, passed 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:44 pm

Respectfully submitted by:

JY

Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council August 16, 2022 as (check one): Presented: X Amended:

Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




