
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

  July 18, 2023  6 

Afton City Hall 7 

3033 St. Croix Trail 8 

Afton, MN 55001 9 

7:00 P.M. 10 

 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00pm  12 

 13 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   14 

 15 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins  16 

& Stan Ross. A quorum was present.   17 

ALSO PRESENT:   Planning Commission Chair Kris Kopitzke, City Planner Claire Michelson, City 18 

Engineer Jeff Pearson, City Attorney Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse  19 

 20 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  21 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the June 20, 2023 Regular City Council 22 

meeting.  Passed 5-0.  23 

 24 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   25 

A. Minutes of the June 20, 2023 City Council Meeting 26 

B. Minutes of the June 12, 2023 Council Work Session   27 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson  to approve the minutes of the June 12 & June 20, 2023 Council meetings 28 

with correction to spelling in line 35 from June 20.  Passed 5-0.  29 

 30 

6.   PUBLIC INPUT –  31 

  none 32 

 33 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 34 

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report – written report in packet 35 

Council member Wroblewski noted there were multiple incidents at property on 40th St.  36 

 37 

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report – written report in packet 38 

 39 

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report –  40 

Council member Nelson reported there was discussion on having an open house.   41 
 42 

D. Lori Jean Swanson application to serve on Parks Committee  43 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to appoint Lori Jean Swanson to serve on the Parks Commit-44 

tee.  Passed 5-0.   45 
 46 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 47 

A. Just and Correct Claims  48 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – June - Resolution 2023-28 49 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2023-28. Roll call: 50 

All aye, passed 5-0. 51 

 52 

9.  CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 53 

A. Planning Commission Report   54 

1.  Eastern Twin Cities Islamic Center application for an amended Conditional Use Permit Resolution 55 

2023-29 56 

Chair Kopitzke stated that the Planning Commission recommended approval of the application.  57 

City Planner Claire Michelson noted that churches may exceed the 10% impervious surface rule.   58 
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Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve Resolution 2023-29 approving the Amended 59 

Conditional Use Permit at 12585 Hudson Road S. Roll Call: all aye, Passed 5-0.  60 

 61 

2.  Capital Enterprise LLC Preliminary Plat application - Resolution 2023-30 62 

Chair Kopitzke stated that the Planning Commission recommended approval of the application.  63 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to approve Resolution 2023-30 approving the Preliminary Plat 64 

Application at 4857 Manning Ave S.  Roll call: all aye, Passed 5-0.  65 
 66 

3.  Groundwater Protection 67 

Chair Kopitzke stated that the Planning Commission was reviewing ordinances from Stillwater and 68 

Woodbury.   69 

 70 

B.   Engineering Report –  71 

1. Speed limit and signage on 30th St  72 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer, stated that west of Trading Post Tr., due to sightlines, the recommenda-73 

tion is to add warning and advisory speed signs both directions.  74 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to install warning and advisory speed signs along 30th St west of 75 

Trading Post Trail. All aye, Passed 5-0. 76 
 77 

2. Project Updates  78 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer reported that the crackfill project is tentatively scheduled for end of 79 

August.  80 

 81 

C.   Administration – 82 

1. Pilot Project for Native Prairie Vegetation on levee 83 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary of the project: The Parks Committee with the Washington 84 

Conservation District have suggested an Afton Levee Prairie Enhancement Pilot Project that would 85 

enhance areas with existing prairie vegetation to determine the feasibility of restoring prairie on the 86 

remainder of the levee. The funding would require a $2000 match from the city.  87 

Council member Nelson asked about maintenance 88 

The Washington Conservation District plan would maintain for the first 2 years. After that it should 89 

require minimal maintenance.  90 

Council member Ross stated concern about the plantings, and would like to have written approval from 91 

the Army Corps of engineers that this ok to do on the levee. The levee is a mechanical structure. Also 92 

expressed concern that the future maintenance will fall on public works.  93 

Mayor Palmquist stated the original plan was to have native plantings on the levee.  94 

Council member Perkins agreed it would be good to get permission from the army corps in writing. Also 95 

would like to look at future needs in public works so that projects like this can be supported.  96 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to move forward with the native planning pilot project 97 

subject to receiving grant funding and obtaining written approval from the Army Corps of 98 

Engineers.  Passed 3-2 (Ross & Nelson nay) 99 

 100 

2.  James Gehrke Variance Application at 3561 St. Croix Trail  101 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross To continue item to August. Passed 5-0.  102 

  103 

3. Tree Protection and Replacement Ordinance amendment  104 

Administrator Moorse stated that previously questions were raised regarding the extent of civil fees that 105 

could be charged for illegal removal of trees and regarding the length of time for which a property 106 

owner could be required to maintain trees planted to replace illegally removed trees.  The City Attorney 107 

has provided a report which discusses civil fines and provides examples from other local governments.    108 

Tom Radio, City Attorney, suggested that a civil fine can be imposed up to $2,000, with a gradation 109 
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according to tree size.  110 

Council member Wroblewski stated she is in favor of these recommendations. 111 

Radio stated the fine could be multiplied for significant disruption of canopy / catastrophic event. 112 

 113 

4. Schedule work sessions  114 

A work session has been scheduled 115 

 116 

D. Committee Reports –   117 

1. Public Works – Council member Ross reported that three catch basins were damaged over the win-118 

ter. Quotes are being gathered for repair work.  119 

2. Personnel – no report 120 

3. Parks –  Council member Ross attended the last meeting, items already discussed tonight. 121 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – Mayor Palmquist attended the last meeting. 122 

Discussion was held on the Valley Creek Women’s club history and the walking tour idea. 123 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater – no report  124 

6. Ag Preservation Committee –  no report  125 

7. Police Services Liaisons –   no report 126 

 127 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 128 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins –  Council member Perkins received some complaints from noise at 129 

the Lumberyard Pub late at night with speakers facing out.  130 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski – Council member Wroblewski stated there are on-going issues 131 

with short term rentals operating without a license.  132 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – Council member Ross reported the parade went well, the committee 133 

will develop an improved sign-up process. 134 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson –  no report 135 

E. Mayor Palmquist – no report 136 

F. City Attorney Radio –  no report 137 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no report 138 

 139 

11.  ADJOURN 140 

Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to adjourn.  All aye, Passed 5-0.   141 

 142 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:40 pm. 143 

 144 

 145 

 146 

 147 

 148 

Respectfully submitted by: 149 

 150 

      151 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 152 

 153 

 154 

 155 

Approved by Council August 15, 2023 as (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      ______ 156 

 157 

 158 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 159 


