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4:30 P.M. 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 p.m. by Mayor Palmquist. 12 

 13 

2. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Palmquist and Council Members Randy Nelson, Stan Ross, Lucia Wroblewski and 14 

Annie Perkins. A Quorum was present.  Also present was City Administrator Ron Moorse. 15 

 16 

3. Motion/Second: Ross/Nelson. To approve the agenda for the July 16, 2025 City Council Work Session.  17 

Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.  18 

 19 

4. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS  20 

  21 

A. Deer Population Management Strategic Planning – DNR Staff 22 

Moorse explained that Paul Burr of the DNR’s Big Game Program was in attendance to provide information and 23 

answer questions regarding deer population management objectives, as well as the “Earn a Buck” requirement 24 

that requires a hunter to take a doe before they can take a buck.  Paul Burr explained that the DNR can work with 25 

the City to set a number of rules for deer hunting in Afton.  These can include the earn-a-buck rule, but they can 26 

also include a rule to prohibit rifle hunting in Afton.  The hunting season can also be extended if there is good 27 

justification. The setting of rules does not require a deer population survey. The special hunt rules need to be 28 

determined in the spring so that the DNR Commissioner can sign off on the rules.  29 

 30 

Council member Wroblewski asked about prohibiting coyote hunting at night, if the City’s firearms ordinance 31 

does not allow the discharge of firearms at night.  Paul Burr indicated that there is no hunting season for coyotes, 32 

so the city could prohibit coyote hunting at night. 33 

 34 

In response to a question about the statutory prohibition of feeding deer, Paul Burr responded that there is a 35 

hotline to report deer feeding. 36 

 37 

B. City Logo Initial Concepts 38 

Moorse explained that the logo designer has provided a number of preliminary logo concepts for the Council’s 39 

review and feedback.  Although the designer was not available to attend the work session, he indicated that the 40 

Council’s feedback would be very helpful to enable him to narrow the focus of the logo design.  41 

The Council provided a number of comments regarding the logo concepts and suggested the designer provide 42 

additional options based on the comments.   43 

 44 

C. ATV Regulations 45 

Moorse explained that the City’s current regulations regarding ATVs, including side-by-side ATVs, prohibits the 46 

use of ATVs on all local roadways and rights-of-way.  Staff has received a small number of requests regarding 47 

using ATVs for Ag use-related transportation on the roadway shoulder of public rights-of-way that are adjacent to 48 
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Ag property to access the Ag property.  Moorse indicated staff was bringing this topic to the Council to determine 49 

if there is interest in considering allowing limited use of ATVs on public rights-of-way for Ag uses.  50 

 51 

The Council was supportive of amending the ATV ordinance to allow ATV’s and UTV’s to use the roadway 52 

shoulder for ag use and for uses related to the management of conservation land.  The Council also agreed that all 53 

UTV’s should be required to be licensed.   54 

 55 

.   56 

D. Agricultural Accessory Buildings 57 

Moorse explained that periodically, staff receives complaints regarding very small sheds on ag property that are 58 

used for shade and storage related to an ag use.  Most or all of these sheds are located on rural farms, so they are 59 

not subject to building code requirements.  The City does not currently have design or construction requirements 60 

related to these sheds. Moorse requested feedback from the Council regarding whether staff should research 61 

design and construction requirements for these types of accessory buildings used in other rural cities.  62 

 63 

The Council agreed that they do not want to regulate these small sheds.    64 

 65 

 66 

E. Cartway Vacation Process Update 67 

Moorse explained that staff has clarified with the Washington County Recorder’s Office that the vacation 68 

of a cartway does not result in the ownership of the land within the cartway reverting to the owners of 69 

the land adjacent to the cartway. The ownership remains with the City.  If the City and an adjacent 70 

property owner agree to transfer ownership of a portion of the land within the cartway to the adjacent 71 

property, a subdivision for a lot line rearrangement is needed to enable the transfer of ownership.  This 72 

requires a survey to reflect the lot line rearrangement and to provide the new legal descriptions for the 73 

properties.  74 

 75 

The Council agreed that Moorse should request the City Attorney to look into this issue further to 76 

determine if there is an easier way for the City to transfer ownership of the land within the cartway to 77 

adjacent property owners.  78 

 79 

F. City Administrator Updates 80 

There were no City Administrator updates. 81 

 82 

5.  ADJOURN 83 

Motion/Second: Ross//Perkins. To adjourn at 6:40 p.m.  Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.   84 

  85 

 86 

Respectfully submitted by: 87 

 88 

      89 

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator 90 

 91 

 92 

Approved by Council on August 19, 2025 (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      ______ 93 

 94 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 95 


