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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes

July 16, 2024

Afton City Hall
3033 St. Croix Trail
Afton, MN 55001
7:00 P.M.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00 pm
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.

ROLL CALL: Council Members Stan Ross, Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, & Mayor
Palmquist. A quorum was present.

ALSO PRESENT: City Attorney Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Accountant Leo Yurek,
City Engineer Tyler Hastings

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

Move item 9c1 to be 9A

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson To approve the agenda for the July 16, 2024 Regular City Council
meeting with change above. Passed 5-0.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Minutes of the June 18, 2024 City Council Meeting

B. Minutes of the June 20, 2024 City Council Work Session

Council member Wroblewski noted a spelling correction to the June 20 minutes.

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve the minutes of the June 18 and June 20, 2024 Council
meetings. Passed 5-0.

. PUBLIC INPUT —

none

. REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —

A. Sherift’s Monthly Report
Report in packet

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report
Report in packet
Leo Yurek, new city accountant was present along with Teri.

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report —
Council member Nelson reported that the LSCFD was the first on site for the recent drowning at the state
park. A workshop for budget planning will be scheduled in the near future.

D. Sally Anderson, Executive Director Community Thread

Sally provided an overview of services provided by Community Thread. They are requesting a $500 contri-
bution from the city for 2025.

Mayor Palmquist stated that will be discussed during the upcoming budget planning.

. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers — June 2024 - Resolution 2024-23

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2024-23. Roll
call: All aye, Passed 5-0.
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60 9. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

61 A. Planning Commission Report

62 There are no Planning Commission minutes or action items because the July, 2024 Planning Commis-

63 sion meeting was canceled due to a lack of agenda items.

64

65 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)

66 1. Speed Limit Recommendations — Resolution 2024-24

67 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to adopt Resolution 2024-24 establishing speed limits on

68 30" Street and 45™ Street. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

69

70 2. 2024 Street Crackseal Project

71 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to accept the proposal from Fahrner Asphalt Sealers in the

72 amount of $77,141.05 and approving the not-to-exceed cost of $2,000 for CBS2 to administer

73 the project and provide construction observation services. Passed 5-0.

74

75 3. Afton Creek Preserve Streets Analysis

76 Tyler Hastings, City Engineer, reported that the punch list and street analysis was discussed at the

77 public works meeting. Numerous sections of the pavement are showing distress or failing and will

78 need to be have a full inspection and conditions repaired prior to final paving.

79 Road may have to be completely redone

80 Council member Ross stated the city cannot take possession of the road in its current condition.

81 CBS Squared recommends having an independent testing company perform a pavement evaluation

82 including ground penetrating radar and borings to evaluate.

83 Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to approve the AET (American Engineering Testing) proposal to

84 complete a pavement evaluation of the roadways in Afton Creek Preserve. Passed 5-0.

85

86 4. Project Updates

87 No other updates

88

89 C. Administration —

90 1. Krista and Steve Dorgan request for 60 day extension of variance approval for Wellness/ Retreat Center

91 at 3185 St. Croix Trail (taken out of order)

92 Administrator Moorse reported that the Council has approved an extension of the variance approval for

93 the Krista and Steve Dorgan Wellness/Retreat Center at 3185 St. Croix Trail to August 17, 2024. While

94 the Dorgans have been working with the City Heritage Preservation Commission and the Valley Branch

95 Watershed District to obtain necessary reviews and permits to enable construction to begin, they may not

96 be ready to begin grading and construction activities by the current variance expiration date.

97 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve the extension of the variance approval at 3185 St.

98 Croix Trail for 60 days to October 16, 2024. Passed 5-0

99
100 2. Afton Creek Preserve Incomplete Items Update
101 Administrator Moorse stated that other items on punch list include vegetation in ponds and invasives in
102 the prairie plantings.
103 Tyler visited site and noted the following: crack in curb at entrance, curb on east side modification, pond
104 aprons have been replaced, turn lane utility cut, gravel shoulder will be completed with final lift, ditch
105 grading with final lift, Landbridge has been paid and will address issues in the prairie.
106 Tom Radio, City Attorney, advised the city to revise it’s standard development contract for future projects.
107 Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to direct staff, the city engineer and the city attorney review and
108 draft a standard development contract for future projects to include more protective provisions.
109 Passed 5-0.
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111 Council member Perkins left the meeting at 8:00 PM

112

113 3. Baker Tilly Financial Advisor Services Engagement Letter and Fees

114 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve the renewal of the agreement with Baker Tilly for

115 financial advisor services as set out in the engagement letter with the removal of section regarding
116 limitation of damages on page 3. Passed 4-0.

117

118 4. Parks Committee Recommendation Regarding the Replacement of the Ailing Evergreen Tree in Town
119 Square Park

120 Administrator Moorse provided the following information: The Parks Committee has indicated that the
121 evergreen tree in Town Square Park that is decorated for the holidays is losing its lower branches and is
122 not in good health and the Committee is recommending that it be replaced with a new native evergreen
123 tree. Council member Ross has advised that the Afton Area Business Association paid $1,500 for the
124 tree and he requested that the tree’s health be addressed before making a decision regarding replacing it.
125 The tree has been checked by SaveATree who recommended fertilizing the tree, which has not im-

126 proved the condition of the tree. SavATree does not think there is anything else that can be done to im-
127 prove the tree’s health.

128 Administrator Moorse suggested the existing tree could be retained until a new tree has been planted and
129 has an opportunity to grow.

130 Council member Ross noted the cost for the current tree was split with ABBA to replace the previous one
131 that was damaged in storm.

132 Council member Nelson suggested this be incorporated with the big plan for park, rather than keep doing
133 small pieces.

134 Motion/Second Nelson/Palmquist to send the tree replacement proposal back to the Parks
135 committee to incorporate into a larger vision for the park. Passed 4-0.

136

137 5. Ordinance Amendment to Eliminate Animal Licensing Requirement — Ordinance 08-2024

138 Administrator Moorse stated that the City’s Animal Control Officer has indicated

139 that a number of area cities, including Hugo, Forest Lake and Oakdale, have eliminated animal licensing
140 requirements for multiple reasons. The Council discussed this question at its June 20, 2024 work

141 session, and agreed that animal licensing does not provide significant benefits and should not be

142 required.

143 Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve Ordinance 08-2024, an ordinance amending Chapter 93
144 Animals of the City Code to eliminate animal licensing requirements, and the Summary

145 Ordinance for Publication. Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0.

146

147 6. Renewal of the CDBG and HOME Grants Cooperative Agreement

148 Administrator Moorse stated that Washington County has asked if Afton wants to continue its

149 participation with the County in the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and HOME

150 Investment Partnership (HOME) program. The next three-year cycle will begin October 1, 2024 and end
151 September 30, 2027. We have obtained CDBG grant funding in the past, for example, for the ADA

152 accessible door system at the front entrance to City Hall.

153 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to continue participation in the CDBG and HOME program

154 and authorizing Mayor Palmquist to sign the Cooperative Agreement between the City and the
155 County. Passed 4-0.

156

157 7. Schedule Work Sessions

158 Several work sessions have been scheduled.

159

160 D. Committee Reports —
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Public Works — no report

Personnel — no report

Parks — no report

Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — Mayor Palmquist reported they are moving
along with signs and plaques.

Natural Resources and Groundwater — waiting for water test results

Ag Preservation Committee — no report

7. Police Services Liaisons — no report
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10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report
B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — Council member Wroblewski noted the native plantings in town
are looking great.
C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross — Council member Ross mentioned upcoming speakers at museum.
D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — Council member Nelson asked about parade participants. Council
member Ross stated they are trying to get participants to pre- register.
E. Mayor Palmquist — Mayor Palmquist would like to add discussion about trees to a work session.
F. City Attorney Radio — no report
G. City Administrator Moorse — no report
11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to adjourn. Passed 4-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM
Respectfully submitted by:
JY
Julie Yoho, City Clerk
Approved by Council August 20, 2024 as (check one): Presented: X Amended:
Mayor Bill Palmquist Date _




