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To: City of Afton Mayor and Afton City Council, City Administrator           Date: July 5, 2020 
 
RE: Lake Edith Clear Cutting- 1073 Indian Trail Path S., Afton    Owners:  Jake and Jen Morri 
 
Dear Mayor and Council, City Administrator  
Thank you for your sincere interest and concern regarding this matter. We appreciate this item 
being on your Tuesday July 7 agenda. The Lake Edith region is a unique city asset and deserves 
your attention and vigilance in maintaining its high water quality, fragile environmental 
condition, and valued rare natural resources.   
 
As stewards of the land since 1985, we are shocked by the recent blatant and reckless actions 
taken by the Mr. and Mrs. Morri on their newly developed lot in clear cutting of vegetation 
along the bluff line and steep fragile hillside, the establishment of a steep gravel road/path, and 
the clearing of the lakefront. Their total disregard of the scenic easement restrictions, city 
ordinances, Watershed District and DNR requirements will cause significant damage to the 
environment; wild animal, bird and fish habitat; water quality of Lake Edith and related 
watersheds; and surrounding properties. The clear cutting has ruined the shoreline view and 
aesthetics of the continuous natural scenery along the hillside and bluff line. As a result, 
persons using the lake and neighbors across the lake now have shoreline views blighted by their 
inconsiderate and self-serving actions.  
 
A token written apology by the owners is insufficient.  Aggressive corrective and restorative 
action is necessary immediately directed and overseen by the City using outside experts and 
advisors as needed.   
 
We urge the Afton Council and City officials to take all necessary steps to order the owners to 
cease and desist: (1.) all current building activities (including the temporary suspension and 
compliance review of all building and occupancy related permits and approvals) and (2.) any 
further lot development activities UNTIL ALL corrective actions to the Lake Edith bluff and 
hillside have been fully completed and restored to its previous natural state and fully meet all 
the requirements as specified to the City Council’s satisfaction.  
  
We consider the actions taken by the Morris to be a total breach of trust and respect of the 
fragile Lake Edith environment, the neighbors, and the City.  As such, we urge the Council to 
require the posting of sufficient financial cash reserves by the owners to the City to guaranty 
full payment of costs incurred in the timely correction and restoration of the damage caused. 
We encourage the Council to establish performance timelines, milepost measurements of 
progress, and monitoring of the restoration work. In addition, continued annual reviews should 
be conducted on the lot to assure continued compliance by the owners. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and concern. We appreciate your strong efforts in this matter.  
Sincerely,  
John Gilpin & Cindy Gilpin, 14733 Hudson Rd. S., Afton  612-709-5167  
Attachment: Photo Gilpin View of Lake Edith Clear Cutting Dated  06 27 2020                












